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CHAIRMAN, Ko. 


N 8 1 R, 
AM convinced, not only from the report of . 
” . your Committee, but from nine other reports 
from the Select Committee of the Houſe of Com- 
mons on India affairs, that the people of this 
country, never will have fair and impartial ſtate- 
maents of any one tranſaction which has happened : 
--- i India, laid before them. The political intereſts 
of the Miniſtry of the day, or prejudices for or 
7 againſt ſome one individual materially concerned, 
will for ever interpoſe, and prevent the real truth, | 
or matter of fact, from being Rated to the e public. es 
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SIR PHILIP ] ENNENGY CLERKE, 


CHAIRMAN, & 


1 


AM ide not only from the report of ” 
- your Committee, but from nine other reports 


_— dum the Select Committee of the Houſe of Com- 
„ mons on India affairs, that the people of this 
LL country, never will have fair and impartial —— 
ments of : any one tranſaction which has happened 
i India, laid before them. The political intereſts 8 
of the Miniſtry of the day, or prejudices for or 


againſt ſome one individual materially concerned, 
will for ever interpoſe, and prevent the real truth, 
or matter of fact, from being ſtated to the public. 


. 5 3 . 5 


Te 
Taz managers of the Select Committee, that is 
the Right Honourable Edmund Burke and General 
Richard Smith, have been conſiſtent from the firſt. 
They ſet off with declared enmity to Governor 
General Haſtings and all his friends, and therefore 
to expect fair and candid dealing from them, were 
vain and illuſory. Major Scott, the agent of Mr. 
Haſtings, hath, with a warmth and decency very 
_ juſtifiable, expoſed and refuted moſt of the facts, 
that bear hard on the honour of Governor Haf- 


nung, in the nine reports which have, in the courſe 


” of three years, been given to the public. 


was that public i in their aggregate body, to decide 
on the merits or demerits of Governor Haſtings, 


— would be confirmed in his preſent ftation, as 


And 5 


long as his health would permit his ſtay in India. . 
But this opulent nation is too far advanced in luxu- 


ry and diſſipation, to permit the executive part of 


1 government to proceed a ſtep, but by influence 
. > corruption; for both words mean the ſame thing: N 


So that while a majority in the cabinet, can no 
| longer hold their ſtations in the Miniſtry, than 
whilſt that Miniſtry have a majority in Parlament, 


it does not depend on the majority of the opinions 2 
of the nation at large, whether an officer ſuch as 

the Governor General of Bengal, ſhall hold his 

ſation or not. His being a popular man with the 


Proprietors of India Stock, will avail him nothing. 

The times make it neceſſary to the Miniſtry to 

 feize the * of che caſt, ro o ſupply the place 
= of 


| FD 

of that which has been loſt in the weſt ; with- 
out ſome ſuch influence in Parliament as that will 
confer, I am clearly convinced, that our parties at 

home are ſo equally balanced, that no ſet of men, 
not even the power of the coalition, would be able 


to keep them ſteady in their ſeveral offices, for one 
ſeſſion of Parliament; 


Ir i is not t by the « opinion of the majority af, the my 
| people, that this nation has lately, or can in future 
be governed: a devoted majority in the Houſe "MX 


2 Commons, to the meaſures of the Miniſters of the 


day, is abſolutely neceſſary, or the nation will 
continue to be as it lately has been, without a 
Miniſtry. It was to a majority in Parliament, not 


5 majority of the people at large, that we owed 55 


the ſeating of Mr. Lutterel inſtead of Mr. Wilkes, Y 
in the Houſe of Commons: : and to the ſame majo- = 
rity we are indebted, for the quarrel with, and 1 
of, America. Modern patriotiſm means the re- 

; moval of the men in power, that the patriots may 


5 have their places. There are ſtock members fitting T0 
in the Houſe, who trim round with power, like the 


editors of our news- papers, and for the ſame rea- 


BH  fon—thy muſt . 


- Tux wonderful ſucceſſes which cloſed the war of | 


2 1756, both in the eaſtern and weſtern worlds, 


raiſed the nation to a pitch of grandeur, unknown 


to former times; but it alſo introduced = 


B 2 COR bits 


(4) 
bits of exttavagance and diſfipation, as in their 
conſequences, hurtied her paſt her meridian of 
power, and are now precipitating her decline. The 
virtue of a country once loſt, can never be reco- 
vered: and we are come to that day, in which we 
draw comfort from the vices of our neighbours, 
| The ſtates on the continent of Europe ſay, our po · 
liticians are as depraved as ourſelves. If Britain 
is on the decline, ſhe is accompanied by all her 
neighbours. At the commencement of the Chriſ- | 
tian era, imperial Rome looked with contempt on 
the fallen majeſty of the eaſtern empires. Weſtern | 
Europe now turns the ſame indignant eye on an- 
tient Roman grandeur: And in the courſe of 
— few ages, America ſhall look back with pity, 
on the depreſſed and ruined ſtate of the mother 
country. Touth in the political body, as in the 
natural. is the moment for the practice of every 
virtue. Maturity brings with it more knowledge, ” 
bur it alſo ſubſtitutes the appearance of virtue for 
the reality. The antiquated individual laughs 1 
„ virtuous notions of his younger days, reQtifies 28 
his errors by experience, and comes in his riper . 
day, to center all in ſelf, or in the ſmall circte = 
a ſingle family, under the denomination of Pru- 
| dence; cries and prays in his dotage, from a perm» - 
ciple of cowardice z but graſps all his ill gotten a 
_ wealth faſt, and reſtores nothing; D until at length 
be ſinks into the grave, and is forgotten. The 
— riſe progrels meridian ſplendor, decline, and final 
h diſſolution 


3,51 
Jdidolution of ſtates, are but marked by longer 
periods; but both ſeem to be equally inevitable. 
Every third century ſince the creation, will furniſh 
inſtances in proof of this remark, as applicable to 


nations; and every hour ; in an old kingdom, others 
e to nn 


a Ou f ſhould 155 n that ſoch a Commit- - 
tee as yours, wauld have commenced and purſued 
their « enquiries, as free from paſſion and prejudice 


As poſſible, and that your Committee room would 


have been open, and the members free and willing 

to hear every thing which could have been ſaid on 
both ſides of the queſtion : how it came to be 

otherwiſe, and that no man was ſent for, or at- 

| tended to with patience, if his evidence went to ex- : 

poſe, or even to explain the real ſtate of the caſe, 


facts, I muſt leave you, Sir Philip, to explain. 1 


0 your report, as it is given to the Houſe; not 
Voith the hope of convincing your Committee of 
the pains that have been taken to miſlead them, 
ä (for bodies of men are as tenacious of their abſurd 
opinions, however imbibed, as individuals,) but 

do put future Committees on their guard againſt 


fraud, prejudice, and partiality, which, by raiſing 
a miſt before their own eyes, ſerve in the end, to 


blind the Houle and n the nation. 


o 


cContrary to Mr. Lacam' s own repreſentations « of the 


ſhall, with candour, temper, and truth, reconſi- 5 


665 
You have, as is 3s uſual with committee arfanged = 
Jour matter vader different heads, biber 


5 7 291 : 


Tux firſt head in your report, relates to the 
_ dangers and difficulties attending the entrance of 
Bengal river, by the channel n now in b uſe.” 


On this ſubject irs never was but « one opinion. 
* he paſſage from Balaſore road, where pilot oops 
N are conſtantly ſtationed at the Company' $ expence, 


to conduct their own, the King's, and private 


merchants ſhips and veſſels, into a ſecure ſituation 
in the River Hughly, is open, wild, ſhallow, | 


NF and in many places dangerous. This being a fact, 


in which every body is agreed, more exceptionable 
evidence than was produced to the Committee, 
1 have been ſufficient to haye eſtabliſhed it. . 


I: | Youn ſecond head hots the * * 

are likely to ariſe from the uſe of the new chan- 
nel, or track, faid to have been W by the 12 
5 titioner, Mr. Lacam. e 


5 On this Grow bead; the « opinions of men | have 
= been very different indeed ; inſomuch, that at Ben- 
gal, where the ſubject i is beſt underſtood, a ver cy . 
— great majority of the merchants of the place, conſi- 
dered Mr. Lacam's plan as chimerical, and having , 
a very different purpoſe in view, than what he 
held forth to the PG Before I yu their rea- 
ſons 


(53) 


ſas for this their opinion, I will very freely and | 
candidly examine the evidence which your Commit- 
tee have deduced, in ſupport of your recommens- 


dation of it. 


I uus premiſe that Mr. Lacam appears as 4 
complainant or plaintiff, in a cauſe ts which there 


1 neither is, nor ever was a defendant: Whilſt Mr. 


and only requeſt you, Sir\ Philip, and others Who 


Lacam, as contractor for furniſhing the Company 
with chunam (lime) at Bengal, in his frequent vi- 
5 ſits to the ſea ſhore, to collect ſhells to burn into 


lime, he had occaſion and opportunity, to obſerve _ 
che creeks, the channels, iſlands, and ſands, which 
lay at the bottom of the welt fide « of the * of 
: eng . = 


; * * to a the bn benefit du his 5 
chunam contract, Mr. Lacam conſtructed veſſels 


ol various dimenſions, to tranſport his ſhells to te 
kiln, and his lime from the kiln to the town of 
Calcutta, where it was to be delivered. In the real ” 


| hiſtory of Mr. Lacam, whilſt at Bengal, which 
ſhall prefix to theſe remarks, I will mark the 


exact period when he firſt projected his plan of : 
2 New Harbour, as well as his inducement thereto. 


But firſt J ſhall confider the Committee's report, 


may read this treatiſe, to obſerve, that all the evi- 
| dence in the report, is taken from one fide of the 
queſtion only; that no oppoſition ever has been to 
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the liſts with the intent to ſhew to the world, how 
a man, ſo perſevering as Mr, Lacam has ſhewy 
himſelf to be, is capable of miſleading ſo reſpeta- 
ble a body of men, as thoſe, 1 hope, will always be, 


who compoſe a Committee * an Enghh. * 
of Commons. 


Tuar the diſcovery of a a new chat 5 into * 

gal river, which ſhould leſſen the riſk now expe- 

|  rienced by the old channel, is a very defirable 
thing, is admitted: Whether Mr. Lacam's chan- 
nel has that advantage, is the matter before ” 
and is the point which the Committee ſeem to con= 
5 they have proved. . I own I differ from them 8 
in this point, becauſe they have only heard one ide 

of the queſtion; and what i is more, that the evidence L | 

Which they have deduced, though the very beſt 1 

that Mr. Lacam could poſſibly produce, were Very hs 

incompetent to I ge of the matter. ” 


Lend nes "Ts firſt n man a examined by the Committee, was 
_ Cp John Hicks, who long commanded ſhips 
in the Bengal country ſervice, had often experien- 
I ced the dangers of the old channel, and which he 
X ſtrong terms condemns ; J but on the ſecond head 5 
2 ſays, that he knows nothing of Mr. Lacam's chan 
nel, but from the plans, charts, and ſurveys, laid 
on the Committee's table, which he did not doubt 
ere SY This, in my Ales, is no evidence 5 
= WR 


(9 ) 


at all, but a kind of begging of the queſtion; 
When Captain Hicks adds, that in the old chan- 
ne}; a line of battle ſhip cannot go out at all, even 
wich a fair wind, but from ſome part of the new 
channel, ſhe might with any wind, I own I do not 
_ underſtand him, nad belieye the clerk of the Com- 
mittee did not, and that has cauſed him to give 
Captain Hicks's evidence ſo obſcurely; the ſum to- 
tal of which, as it relates to Mr. Lacam's plan of a = 
new channel, is neither more nor leſs than that he 
can ſpeak nothing from his own knowledge, but 
that the old channel i is a vecy bad one. 


This evi- . 


5 dence was cqnfirmed by Captain Newte, who add- 5 
ed, that he thought the new channel (which, by 


b the bye, he had never ſeen) more eaſy of acceſs 
” than the old one, and that it affords places of ſecu- 


3 xity for ſhips to lay in.—So, he might have added, 


do the lakes 1 in Cumberland. Bur the queſtion i is, 


5 how are they to get there? To which neither Hicke 


or Newte ſay a ſingle Hlable. But Captain Brom- „„ 
held, (a gentleman who had been examined, 1 
tive to the badneſs of the old channel,) confirmed = 


All the foregoing (o) evidence, and added, that 


he | id ſounded it all the way in a Loop, from the 


eee to Mud Point, at los water. 


= mY Captain Bromfeld means, that * ſounded 
from the entrance of New Harbour to Mud Point, 


the part of the channel which he ſounded, has no 


relation to Mr. en channel, and does but 
continue 


( w ) 


continue the foundings from the harbour, out into 
the old channel in Hughly river, and not to ſea; 
and there being water to work a ſhip of the line in 


thatparr, is only ſaying ſhe may ſwim where it was 


never intended ſhe ſhall come. That the harbour 


called New Harbour, is ſecure, is admitted; and 
dihat the tides are moderate, is alſo admitted. That 
with reſpect to water, be bad no doubt, but _ 


might proceed to ſea from this new channel, even in a 


auth weſt monſoon. This laſt is mere conjecture, 
and not evidence, and ſhews that Captain Bromfield 
never examined the channel. He adds, New Har- N 


bout is as healthy as any other place, which he 


confirms by ſaying, it is more fo. than Culpee, 


___ whichis ſimply affirming, that it is better than the 

worſt, Hitherto Captains Hicks, Newte, and 
Bromfeld, have ſaid nothing poſitively from their 
own knowledge, about the new channel; but their 


prejudice to the old channel induces them to believe 


(and the penman of the report hath almoſt made 


them fay) that Mr. Lacany s channel muſt be bad = 


” Indeed, if it is not better than the old one; and 


= this 1 Is drawn i into a concluſion that! it is ſo. That 


3 this kind of evidence ſhould paſs with landmen, Hm. 


1 wonder; but that profeſſional men ſhould adopt 
and fanRtify ſe ſock vague declamation, f Is very 1 won= 
derful. 


22s page 8 of the report, PIO Hicks comeg Z 
on 1 again to prove from conjecture (for he all along 


n 
BY 5 Y 


(it) 
gerlares, that he grounds his opinion on the plans; 
draughts, and ſurveys, on the table, ſtating nothing 


from himſelf, or his own knowledge and experi- 


ence, relative to the channel) that a line of battle 


ſhip might be brought out in the ſouth-weſt mon⸗ 
| ſoon, he firmly believes, (ſtill taking his opinion 


7 from the ſoundings and ſurveys he had heard men- 


tioned, the truth of which he could not doubt. ) : 


He is then aſked, if a light houſe was erected on 4 


| certain point marked in Mr. Lacam's ſurvey, and 


a floating light ſtationed at Sagur Iſland, at four 
fathom water, whether a veſſel could go up the 
channel with ſafety, by night as well as by day: 

He ſaid it might be attempted, but | in the old chan- og 
nel i it could =”: : RY 


: © Pook Hicks ! I feel pain at ſeeing a man of | 3 


profeſfional abilities, torturing his invention to give ; 


anſwers that ſhould not diſpleaſe, and at the ſame 


ns. not commit himſelf too far. I ſerved with 


Captain Hicks, when he commanded the Reſolu- 


- tion ſhip of war, and owned the ſhip he command- . 


ed, during moſt of his practice in India; nor is it a 
compliment to him to ſay, that a better practical 5 


ſeaman belongs not to the navy of England. But 
there is a vanity in human nature, which, at times, ; 
|  overpowers the moſt ſenſible and beſt of men. A 


tain Hicks is ſubject to itz and the being ſhoved | bs 


forward, and made the capita] figure | in a report, 
— where his . could be diſplayed in the 
55 preſence 


( 12 ) 

preſence of Admirals and other great men, betrayed 
him into the folly of ſtanding forth, where all his 
practice and ſeamanſhip, could be of no real uſe 
to the public or himſelf. Let any cool impartial 
perſon, whether ſeaman or other, read the report, 
and obſerve how poor Captain Hicks is embarraſ- 

fed, between a deſire of ſaying ſomething on one 
fide, and A conſciouſneſs of abſolute Ignorance of 
the ſubject in hand, on the other, and they will 
7 diſcover how hard puſhed Mr. Lacam muſt have 


. been for real evidence, when he was induced to ” 


| fatter Captain Hicks into becoming, in ſo public 
2 manner, his great cat's paw, I know Captain 
Hicks much better than he does Ney Harbour 


| Channel, and riſk nothing when I ſay, that had he 


been examined by his peers, that is by a board 5 


. cCompoſed of maſters of King's ſhips, Europe and 


country captains, he would have given ſome ſuch : 


3 anfocr as the following, 


« @ GENTLEMEN, I have navigated in and out of 5 


1 Bengal river many years, but never without the | 
utmoſt dread on my ſpirits, both on account of my 
__ owner's property, and my own lafety, from the 


moment a pilot came on board, until he left me, 


. going out, and coming home; ſo horribly dange- = 
Tous is almoſt every part of Bengal river, from 


5 Calcutta to Balaſore road, both for large and ſmall 
. veſſels. I have heard a great deal of Mr. Lacam' "_ 
New Harbour and New Channel, but never had 


time 


cu) 
time to examine either. I wiſh, inſtead of plans 
and ſurveys, which look pretty enough on paper, 
and the private opinions of ſingle individuals, he 
had convened at Calcutta, in Bengal, a large bo- 
dy of the merchants i in the place, whoſe property 
was at ſtake; of the country captains, who had na- 
vigated i in and out of the river, for a number of 


years; and of the Company's maſter attendant, | 


* deputy, and ſome of the full pilots, and laid 
theit joint opinions before the Committee, 
would have had ſome weight; ; but to call me 
and others, who never had time or inclination, 
a examine his New Harbour, or the paſſage 


from it out to fea, to give our opinions at this 


£ diſtance of time and place, ſhews that there is 
ſomething wrong. His paſſage muſt be a bad one 
indeed, if it is not better than the old one. A 
better channel is wanting into Bengal river there 


. is not a doubt; but whether Mr. Lacam's is that 


channel, — I. from my own knowledge, | N 


ö * nothing,” 


: 1 Captain Hicks ſhould recollect, that «the "TY ; | 
timents expreſſed above, are ſome of them, ſ ach = 


as he held at Bengal, 1 moſt ſincerely wiſh that he 

had not forgotten them. After all, the evidence in 5 
the report, "which. is given as his, muſt convey the 
ſame meaning, or none at all. The difference lies 


i the manner of wording of it, which ought to 


make no difference in the inference to be drawn 
therefrom, 
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therefrom, which amounts ſimply to this, that 
Captain Hicks knows nothing of Mr. Lacam's 

channel, = from hearſay. Plas 


| | Count ODORE Rich ante is ſaid to confirm the 


evidence of Captain Hicks, relative to the compa - 


rative healthfulneſs of New Harbour and Culpee; 
| though it does not appear from the report; that 


lcks faid any thing on that ſubject; and adds a 


5 bred up in the navy, came to Bengal a free ma- 


great deal from himſelf, about the goodneſs of the 


water, ſafety of the harbour, &c. but ſays not one „ 
| word on the ſubject before the Committee, that is 


whether the paſſage from Balaſore road into NW 
. Harbour, was better or worſe than the old chan- 
nel. The Commodore had himſelf been a con- 
: tractor with the Company for chunam, and many 


times paſſed by the place called New Harbour, | 


had found the conveniericy of i it for his boats, and | 
| cautiouſly ſpoke to what he knew. As to his being LE 


the Company? J Commodore, it was purely acci- 


: dental. He never was but once or twice out and 


— Bengal river as a commander, and knew nothing 
of i its navigation. But the appellation of Commo- = 

- dore ſounds high, and it leads the reader to con- 5 
ceiive, that long ſervice i in that part of the world. 


had led Mr. Richardſon up to the head of the ſer= - 


vice. But the real fact was this; he had been i 


riner with good recommendations, became a chu- 
nam contractor firſt, than ſheriff of the town, and 
"OP * by 


1 15 0 
by the ſame intereſt, a temporary | Comnindect fot 


about twelve months, during the exiſtence of the 
Bengal marine. He therefore prudently confines 
himſelf to ſpeaking to points' which he knew: 

New Harbour has ſaſe anchoring; good freſh wa- 

* which he uſed, and felt no bad effects from 
The old channel was a bad one; but ſpeaks 
not a word of the new. It is truly tireſome to ob- 
ſerve, what a long ſtring of perſons are introduced 
| to prove what others had 1 beine, en, in 5 

fag 1 nothing. Eo 


In the _ Page, , Captain Preſton (a mortal ene· . 


the Commodore's evidence; and he does it by a. 


c.annosconceive how he came to be aſked, whether 
To he knew any place in India, where docks might 
E be conſtructed ſo well, as at New Harbour. 1 
aid certainly Did Captain Preſton really 3 


ſerting, that if the ſoundings in the draughts on the 
table are juſt; (which he cannot atteſt, for he never 
was in the new channel, or at New Harbour,) tben 


my to the old channel) is introduced to ſupport 


1 advantages to be reaped therefrom, would be 79 85 
Be infinite. After ſuch a candid declaration of his ig- 
norance, on the ſubje& before the Committee, 


give ſuch an adi relative to a place which, a a 
moment before, he affirmed that he had never 
ſeen? Captain Preſton is an elder brother of the 
5 Trinity Houſe, and J fincerely believe, a very able. 
„ ſeaman. What would he think of a man's giving 


| 


cw). 
fuch a politiye anſwer to a ſimilar queſtion, telativs 
to erecting docks in a branch of a river whien 
be had never ſeen? The reſt of his evidence it 


ſupported in the ſame mannet, with conjectures, 


beliefs, and hearſays: And Captain Hicks con- 
firms all Captain Preſton's conjectures; * he ak 


— ſo had never ſeen the place. 


ALL the faid witneſſes being further examined, 


30 on to point out innumerable advantages, that 


5 muſt atiſe from the adoption of Mr. Lacam's plan. 8 


Indeed Captain Preſton ſeems to have warmed 


himſelf ſo much in the argument, as to compare 


ther of them had ever ſeen, or been near; New 


New Harbour to Portſmouth ; propoſes to victual 


all the King's ſhips at New Harbour, by which 
immenſe ſums would be ſaved to the nation, the 


proceedings at Bengal in the lump ; ; and fora time, 
forgets that he knows nothing of New Harbour 


Company, and individuals; z condemns the preſent = 


perſonally, and that all his declamation depends on 
bhbe accuracy of Mr. Lacam's draughts and found. 
ings: And Captain Hicks is again called i in, to 
| corroborate all Captain Preſton has ſaid, or rather 


conjectured: and in this part of the report, theſe 
| gentlemen amuſe the Committee for pages toge - 
| ther, with this kind of conjectural argument, not 


forgetting every now and then to obſerve; that nei» ; 


Harbour, and its ſuppoſed channel, but took for 
granted, that all which Mr. Lacam faid was true: 


for 


„ 

far their argument all along ſuppoſes the ſhips to 
be at New Harbour, but ſay not a ood to the 
means uſed to brig * there. | 


«Carne Bromfield, and the Commodore, are - 

now again introduced, and their opinions required 

on ſimilar ſubjects, that! is, the advantages ſuppoſed 5 

» ariſe from the occupying New Harbour, as a 

proper place to refit the King's ſhips; and they con- 

pe firm all that Captains Preficn and Hicks have ſaid, 

py adding: many obſervations of their own, as far as 5 
relates to the convenience and ſafety of the har- 
bour when ſhips are there; and the whole of their e 


evidence is confirmed by Captains Newte, Hicks, = 
—_ and Roddam. 


1 1 the + of all this evidence, Capt. Brom- ” 
geld is the only man who ſpeaks of any perſonal e 
. knowledge, and that in ſo dark a manner, that 1 1 
_— underſtand him, to have ſounded from the en- 5 
trance of Channel Creek, leading from Hughly ri- 
5 ver, (of which Mud Point makes one ſide,) down to : 
New Harbour; and not from New Harbour —_— 
the new channel to fo. If he meant the latter, 1 
_ fo badly expreſſed in the report, that it cannot pe 
W underſtood. The Commodore indeed, „ 
— ſpeaks only of the harbour. He often watered his-- - 
boats there, and found the water good. Every one 
_of the other-gentlemen judge from what they have 
3 bond or on a ſuppoſition that the ſurveys and 
208 - -"_ — draughts 


060 

draughts produced by Mr: Lacam; neo! jail inch ac 
curate; but they ſay nothing aboutthe ſafety, or even 
practicability, of bringing a ſhip with faſety, into 
New Harbour from Balaſore road, by the new 
channel. They condemn the old paſſage to a man, 
andi with great reaſon, but affirm nothing in favour 

of the new, but under cover of Mr. Lacam's aſſu- 

rances. 


Tur — com examined Major Menak 


1 the Company's Surveyor · General; but there is 


ſomething fo very obſcure in the wording of this 


1 6 part of the report, that I cannot apply it to the 
5 queſtion before the Committee, further than that | 
the Major ſaid, that Mr. Lacam's ſurveys greed 25 


with thoſe which he had cauſed to be taken, = | 
. they reſpected the upper part of Channel Creek, 


|  breda ſeaman, expected that he would have been 
examined as to the facility of quitting the old 


and the lower parts of the Bengal river, and that 5 
5 as far as he-could judge, the laſt made by che peti- 5 


tioner, was an accurate one, and agreed with thoſe 
drawn under his direction by the other ſurveyors, 0 
differing only in one point. As Major Rennel was 


channel, and adopting the new; but no ſoch 


TE Hughly, on the weflern ſide of Sagur Iftand, 


queſtions were afked him: for after one ſingle query 
about a new diſcovered paſſage to go up the river 


| {which could have no relation to Mr. Lacam's, for 


Wa runs on che eaßtern to which 1 the Major 
anfwers 


PpPoard channel, in the ſouth · weſt a 2 


c is "7 

anſwers, he knew of one to ſeaward; but tua net 
heard of any being explored: for going in, his 
_ anſwer ſeems to haye had ſuch a ſtrange effect og 
the Committee, that they drop all further enquiry 
as to the practicability of the new channel, and 


queſtion him rather as a ſurgeon, than as a ſeaman 


or ſurveyor. This paſſing lightly over ſuch an 
Important evidence, is but one way to be accounted 

for. The Major had written a little tract, condem- 

ning in ſtrong, plain, and clear terms, the idea of 
carrying ſhips into the river, by a d. dangerou 


= juſtice to the public, ought to have appeared in 
the appendix to the report; but it would have — 


e be gained by forming new towus. 
5 man's evidence goes no way to prove the m atter 
Thom before the Committee, I ſhall only obſerve, that ” 
| the ſetting Major Rennel aſide, to make way for 
him, had one and the fame cauſe. Mr. . Halhed | 


been a ſtumbling block in the way. The Major 


was therefore no further examined, but ſet aſide; 8 
4 to make way for a beer evidence, Mr. Sanderſon, my f 


Ts HIS | gentleman e. came to Regal turned of fey . 


years of age, became a chunam contractor, and 


like his brothers of the ſhell, fancied much might i 


0 dught to have followed Mr. Sanderſon in the exa- 


mination: But there may have been good reaſons 
For not calling upon him, nor ſhall I enquire into 
them,  __ Waghorn' 8 opinion. relatiye to 
a C2 . 


As this gentle · es 
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the aclkty of victualling of the Britiſh fleet at Ben- 


months of November, December, and January, is 
true: and if it is intended that New Harbour ſhall 


020) 


gal, is juſt; and what he ſays of the weather in the 


be uſed only in thoſe months, to refit the King's 


and load the Company's ſhips, I join iſſue with 
5 Mr. Lacam and his ſupporters; becauſe at that 
time of the year, the north-eaſt wind prevails, and 
| ſkips of any burthen may be warped in and out 
of any creek or channel in Bengal, where there is 
Vater for them to ſwim, the ſea in the bottom of 
tte bay, and in every part of the river, being as 
ſmooth as a mill pond: but as I underſtand it, that 
is not the queſtion; becauſe thoſe are the months 
for going out from, and not for going into Bengal 
river; and ſhips that are loaded, ſo as to depart in 
the end of January, never complain of the want ot 
water going out in the old channel; but nine 
; tenths of all the tonnage which comes to Bengal, . 
arrive from March to October, in all which montlis 
the ſouth- weſt winds prevail; and on this the 
whole matter turns : andI undertake to ſhew from 
your own report, Sir Philip, that you had no proof 
or evidence before you, which attempted to prove 
that it would be ſafe to carry ſhips from ſea up Mr. YT 
Lacam's new channel. The attention of the Com- 
| mittee has been artfully drawn toNew Harbour 1 i- 
ſelf, and not the means of getting to it. This, and 
confounding the entrance into it from Hughly river, 
with the entrance into it from the ſea; and (bhope 


= 


(2r) 


. notidefignedly} miſtaking Mr. Richie's 3 to 
the weſt of Sagur Iſland, up which he propoſed to 
bring Sir Edward Hughes“ 8 ſquadron, for Mr. 
Lacam's paſſage to the eaſtward, have induced the 
| Committee to recommend the quitting an old 
channel for a new, without having before them 
one ſcrap of evidence, to prove that the new was 
better than the old; for 1 hope Mr. Lacam's afſer- 


= tions, and the bare opinion of a number of gentle- 
men, however reſpectable, who ſpeak only from 


| conjecture and hearſay, will not be admitted as 5 
ſuch. Dur to return . | 


18 page 1 * Captain Richie, the N 8 Ma- 8 
rine Surveyor, is mentioned as ſtrongly ſupporting . 
Mr. Lacam's plan. However, I ſhall paſs by the 
| | quotations and comments on his remarks, which 


are to be found in the body of the Committee's re- 


port, becauſe we have in the appendix, the re- 
marks of Captain Richie himſelf; and for the ſame 


opinions of Sir John Clerke, and Captains Farmer 
and Savage, but reſerve them until I come to ſpeak 


- of the papers in the appendix, which I ſhall ſe- : 


rare conſider, number by number, as s they . 


ſtand, 


3 Ps John Clavering' 8 approval of Mr. Lacam's _ 

— to the Earl of Sandwich, is ſuch as might 
hare been omitted; becauſe the Letter is not pro- 
duced, 


5 reaſon, 1 ſhall not, in this place, obſerve on the nl 


11 
duced, and Sir John | 1s ſpeaking but of che me of 
flis profeſſion. And Sir Edward Hughes's Lettet 
of thanks to Mr. Lacam, for bis plan of New 
Harbour, is merely complimentary, in which he 
affents to ſome general truths, ſuch as a good ca- 
reening harbour muſt be a very great acquiſition, 
and that the riſe of three fathoms water, is a very 
 defirable circumſtance on many occaſions. Query, 
is this commendation or burleſque * I will ſhew i 
in the ſequel, why I aſk that queſtion. 


Tur extras frm the Lenters from Mr Grego- 
__ Sir William James, and Mr. Smith, are the 


official letters of Directors of the Company, written 


in anſwer to Mr. Lacam' 8 applications for ſupport, 
complimenting his aſſiduity: but it does not ap- 


” pear that either, or all of theſe gentlemen, ever 
| recommended 1 it to the Court of Directors, to ſend 
orders to Bengal to their Maſter Attendant, and 


the branch pilots, to make a regular ſurvey of this 7 


famous new paſſage, for the purpoſe of uſing it 
 Inftead of the old one. The extract from Sir Hyde 


” Parker's 8 Letter, is alſo complimentary, and fays 


nothing to the purpoſe : And that of Sir George 
Pococke to you, Sir Philip, is drawn up from his 
recalleftion, of what he ſaw of Bengal river” in 
1757. The paſſage was then bad, and is ſaid n= 
to be worſe; therefore any plan tending to inſure 
2 ſaſer paſſage into Bengal from the ſea, is Worth 
dienen to to. But this great and valuable ſea officer, 


0 


( 23 ) 
to vbom the nation owes ſo much, does but j join 3 
his opinion with every other perſon, i in afferting 
that the old paſſage 1 is ſo bad, that a better is wan- 


ted; but ſays nothing of Mr. Lacam's $ plan being = 
by any, means better, 


80 ch fan the evidence produced on the ſecond . 
| head, which 1 ſhall a little further on recapitulate, 
in order to ſhew, that i it amounts to no evidence 
at all, as to the matter of fact before the Commit- 


tee, which I take to have been an inveſtigation =_ 


to. the practicability and utility of quitting the old a 
track, from Balaſore road over the Braſſes, into 
Bengal river, and adopting Mr. Lacam's new chan- ; 
nel, from the ſame place, leaving the ſaid Braſſes, 


and paſſing to the eaſtward of the INand of Sagur, 5 


in the ſouth-weſt monſoon, to get up Mr. Lacam's 
channel; into New Harbour. 


7 the old beet is very bad, and 1 . 


New Harbour is a very ſafe place for ſhips to lay EE 
at, is admitted by every body; z nor was the —_ 


Mite appointed t to enquire ; into the truth of what f 
exery body allowed. The point in diſpute was 
this; as all ſhips coming from the ſea with i intent 
to go into Bengal river, ever have, and ever muſt 5 
have, floops to meet them in Balaſore road, the 


cpduntry captains, and the Company's marine offi- 
'S, An Poss, was, that the old channel, bad as 
it 


anneal opinion at Bengal, with the merchants, the 


(24) 


it was, was the ſafeſt way; and that Mr. Lacam 6 
ſcheme was not only viſionary, but totally imprac- 
ticable. But he had his private reaſons for perſe- 
vering in his attempt, and took convenient oppor- 
tunities to obtain the opinions of individuals, ſome 
on the ſpot, and ſome at a diſtance, all of which 
having | bound up together, he at a favourable mo- 
ment, came to Europe, for obtaining a Commit- 
tee of the Houſe of Commons, to enquire into 
his grievances, and the reſult was the production 
of the report now under conſideration. All 5 
3 5 evidence, verbal and written, which has been pro- 5 
duced, is on Mr. Lacam's ſide of the queſtion; and 
many, very many, high and honourable names are 
quoted and produced, to bear teſtimony to the 
utility of bis plan; in conſequence of which, it is 
in the ſtrongeſt terms recommended to be carried 9 


into execution, and the planner | held i * worthy : 
of national * 


Wnuar then muſt be the temerity of a poor W 

8 ſupported individual, who ſhall dare to ſay that 
Committee have been moſt artfully miſled, and 
. that they never once went into an inveſtigation of 

the real queſtion; that no part of their evidence 
1 ſpoke one word to it, and that i it remains as much 

unexamined now, as the moment they firſt met. 

| However, as [ feel a full conviction on my mind, 

= that I can prove this as clearly to others, as it ap- 
pears to my own mind, I ral go on to examine 

W 


tan 
the written evidence with the ſame candour as 1 
have done the verbal, and conclude the whole with 


my own opinion, drawn from facts that people 
5 mar ſtare at, but cannot controvert. 


f 


As I have heard that the C ompany have, at the 
ö recommendation of the Committee, given Mr. La- 
cam a grant of the land round New Harbour, * 


3 ſhall fay but. little, and that as occaſions ariſe, on ” 


, that head, hoping that they have taken care to co- 


ET ver the Bengal people from his raxes and oppreſ- 


ions; for without a power to ſqueeze them, I ſhall 
prove, that Mr. Lacam, nor any other perſon, 


would give ſixpence for his grant of New Harbour, 8 


1 which place no ſhip bath ever yet gone, or ever : 
ow go. 5 . 


Pw firſt paper | in the appendix, i is a Letter * ; 


Sir John Clerke to Mr. Lacam, dated at Ingellee, 8 


— January 1776. It appears from this paper, that 
Sir John had cauſed a curſory ſurvey to be 


taken of Channel Creek, and the works carrying 5 


on there, that i is, from the mouth of the creek, 


where it ſeparates itſelf from Hughly river, to Mr. 


Lacam' s works at New Harbour, which is, I be- 


: lieve, about ſix miles. But Sir John does not ſeem : 


to have the ſmalleſt idea, that a paſſage intoit from 
the ſea, direct, or from Balaſore road, was even in 
 conternplation ; or that Mr. Lacam himſelf, —_—— 

at chat time, an idea 2 building docks. Sir John 
L = 


(26) 


aw it as, it really i is, a very ſafe place for 
merchant ſhips to lay, but then he ſuppoſes them 
to come up the old channel, which he knew to be 
very dangerous for King's ſhips ; for he was the 
- firſt lieutenant of the Kent line of battle and flag 
tmip, when Admiral Watſon. died at Bengal, * 


1757. 


1 MUST, Sir Philip, beg your attention to this 


eircumſtance; becauſe chat Channel Creek, from 
85 Hughly river to New Harbour, and Channel . 
Creek from New Harbour out to ſea, are two parts 
of the ſame channel, which having been artfullyß 
confounded together, has miſled not only the Com- 
mittee, but moſt of the evidence themſelves, 1 | 
ſhall proveas I go on. I, after reading over again, = 
— John Clerke's Letter, you do not diſcover that . 
5 he ſpeaks ſimply. of the harbour, and not. of 2a 
new paſſage to or from it from ſea, 1 ſhall deſpair 
of opening your eyes to the great art which has 
been impoſed on you and your Committee. You 8 
. muſt alſo keep mind the date of this Letter of Sir 5 
John's, or you will not underſtand much of what 
| follows. „ 4 1711 


3 U. 1 is called a upon the - 


. north end of Barratully river, conſidered as a place E 
of thelzer Jar Hips and allo as a lore eben. 


05 5 


Tas 


A 
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Tuts paper is not figned, but 1 admit it to be 
the remarks of Captain Richie, the Company's 
Martine Surveyor, and I ſhall remark on it para- 
graph by paragraph, becauſe poor as it is, Mr. 
Lacam has nothing elſe to | ſopport him, en- 
"ye matter of opinion. 


bo In the firſt paragraph, Captain Richie wn, that | 
be had ſurveyed this branch of the Hughly river, 
| between the years 1767 and 1770; and at that 


: time obſerved, that he had noted, that the norther- 


moſt reaches made the ſafeſt anchorage for ſhips, 
| about the wild and open entrance of Hughly river. 


T __ the firſt diſcoverer of the conveniency of New 
Harbour. Indeed I ſhall prove before I cloſe, 


6 that! it was known by the Bengal boatmen from 
time immemorial, and that if Mr. Lacam had not 
endeavoured to rob them of a preſeriptive right, 


= probably as old as the creation, of lying there m 


7 HIS claim robs Mr. Lacam of the bonour _— 


Ei their boats with ſafety, and without paying tax, 
your Committee would never have heard ot Mr. ” 
3. 8 n 8 plan. = | 2 : 


” Ta fond paragraph of Richie 8 i. is 
| from one end to the other, a ſevere cenſure of Mr. 


Lacam's want of judgement, in his ideas of heav- 
ing down ſhips by a wharf in a tide's-way, which 
| Lat was then building ; ; and notes other blunders, 

which, 


LC 
which; at the time it was given to the Council, 
ame Mr. Lacam to much ridicule at Bengal. 


| Rs the third continues the Rs g 

and paragraph the fourth gave the firſt hint to 

Mr. Lacam about changing his idea of heaving 
: down by wharfs, and 1 docks. 


Tus fifth 8 is in a very angry ſtile againſt . | 


ſhip jobbers and contractors; but cloſes with a 5 
5 wiſh that every man mult } Join in, that the opinions 


1 of ſome of the King's captains ſhould be had, con- 


” cerning Channel Creek as a refitting port; but ſays 


DO nothing « of a new channel from tea 1 into New Har- _ 
bour. ; e TO” 


hs the dab ed a heat chaying ſubſided | 
a little, and doubting whether his opinion would þ 
be adopted, he promiſes to conſider the matter a 

| little more „ 


1 2 th french, ahh; and ninth paragraphs, » 
— at large, a matter much talked of at that 


: time, viz. whether Major Watſon, Who ſpent 2 


fortune 1 in an attempt to prepare docks at Calcutta, | 
or Mr. Lacam, who was waſting. other peoples 5 


money, on a plan not leſs chimerical, were moſt to 
be commended; and he decides in favour of Mr. 
Lacam's plan, on very ſound reaſoning and prin- 
: . that New Harbour had every advantage 
FORT” NESS — 


over the Calcutta docks, in particular that the riſk 


of the old channel (for he ſays nothing of the new} 
from Channel Creek to Calcutta, would be ſaved. 


Tux tenth paragraph gives the ſame preference 
to repairing the Company's ſhips at New' Harbour 
rather that at Calcutta, and for the fame reaſons. * 


: Tur eleventh — — deſtroying 
the underwood to the northward of Channel Creek, 
to make New Harbour healthy ; and the twelfth 


ſhews that the lands round about it, are of no uſe 


in their preſent ſtate. The thirteenth recommends 5 


that the pilotage of the harbour ſhould not be 


truſted to the men who are now employed to bring 5 


. the ſhips i into the river Hughly from Balaſore road; 


5 out the danger of bringing large ſhips higher up the 


1 and the fourteenth recommends a maſter of one of 
the ſhips: of war to be pilot of the harbour, (if any 
ſhip ſnould ever go there.) The fifteenth points 


old channel than Kedgeree, the place where the 


5 Company 8 ſhips now are obliged to unload, on ac- 5 


count of the ſands which extend ſrom that place t to 
the mouth ot Channel Creek, or entrance into New 


. Harbour: and the ſixteenth e the ee A 


-':.... faying, it is curious enough to obſerve the 
ideas which the country people entertain of the ſink- 


| ing/the wharfin Channel Creek. Mr. Lacom (ſay = 


| colours upon it, within the difrits of Ganga Sand, 
. 425/hout 


| they) having erefed a very tall flag-ftaff, and boifted 


remarks of Captain Richie * 5 > 


. (39) 

without fot making the proper oblations, Gt. to that 

deity,” be, in à rage, at once ſent the whote'work 10 

the bottom of the river, as a chaſtizement for ſo great 

a piece of preſumption.” With the above ſevere re- 

fllection on Mr. Lacam, for building a wharf, con- 

| trary to the opinion of every engineer in Bengal, 
all of whom declared the ground new, ne, 


and i improper : for ſuch a work of ſuch weight, the 7 


- word of the New Channel. 


by Jovi is fingular, that theſe „„ of 3 marine 
ſurveyor, on whoſe opinion ſo much ſtreſs has been 


ed to any body of men, or individual, or is either 


| 5 dated or ſigned ; and what is yet more ſingular, ] 


that it never mentions a word of a new channel, 
but all through takes it for granted, that if ſhips 

aære ever carried to New Harbour, it muſt be by | 
| the old track the Braſſes, by the dreadful Barra- - 


bulla ſand, Ingellee, &c. * to New Harbour: | © 


. Tu duch of the matter, Sir Philip, is dies 
Major Watſon was conſtructing docks at Calcutta, 


| Hidat Bengal, and i in England, is neither addreſſ- 


which were promiſed to be ſo very complete, tO 


render the docks at Bombay uſeleſs and unnecefſaty. 
His applications for ground, and other helps and 
indulgences from government, had been ſo nume- 

rous, enormous, and preſſing, and in its conſe- 
* 98 of ſo many arbitrations, law- 


= ns 


5 dock yards; and 


: cams plan, in preference to Major Watſon' i It, 
Sir, you will read it again with this clue, you 


(32) 
ſuits, and references to the — Cauaicdl, 
chat they, to rid themſelves of it, refetred dhe 
matter home. At this critical moment, Mr. Lac- 
am found out New Harbour, and began again the 
ſame courſe of applications to the Council, as had 
been purſued by Major Watſon. Parties were 
forward in the minen about the old and new 

and theſe remarks of Captain Richie's 
| ſeem to have wen drawn up in favour of Mr. La- 


will underſtand it as recommending New Harbour, = 
as a better place to form docks at than Calcutta. 5 


wat not a word is ſaid of a new channel into * 


i * ho in the whole work. 


Devin No. 3, i is a n from the late wake 
Captain Farmer to Mr. Lacam. It is dated Fort 
William, July the 12th, 1776. I ſhall go over it 
paragraph by paragraph, a a8 1 have done the re- 5 
3 marks of Captain ente. e e elficr 


ee the firſt points out the 1 mw 


remarks as having been the production of Captain 5 


: Richie, and addreſſed to the Governor and Council, 


Which Captain Farmer ſays he had ſeen, and con- ; 


. nl be true, as it N Nen Harbour. . 


ft Te Lo 2 
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I paragraph the ſecond, he n * fote- 
going favourable account of New Harbour, as a 
* ſituation for „ 3 &. 


In paragraph the third, is he firſt n mention \l — 
: ſeen, of a good paſſage out to ſea direct from New 


Harbour; but this the Captain does not ſay from 


| himſelf, but on the authority of Captain Richie, 


and that in the north-eaſt monſoon. It is painful 


to me to hear ſuch a man as Captain Farmer was, 


talk of a light · houſe on Point Palmiras, and of ta- 


ing departure from thence; to run a ſhip over a 


degree and a half, in a violent tide's way, depend · 


ing on falling in with another light on a low point 
of land, in tempeſtuous weather, and on a lee 


ſhore, which, if they miſs, deſtruction is inevitable! ! - 
But the whole paragraph is built on conjecture; 
and ſuppoſing that the plans an and ſurveys he had 


ſeen, were correct, which is the very thing that 


ä other evidence has done, not one of them 
e * n. or of their own * oo 


He condemns the old Ps age in very ſtrong 1 


. terms, and ſeems to 3 that a ſloop to go 


”- ahead will be needleſs, if the new is adopted. This 


fourth ſpeaks of the north-eaſt monſoon, as the | 


time that ſhips coming from the eaſtward, may run 
up the new channel, and fave a hundred miles, 
Be it fo, if New Harbour is only to be uſed in the 
north · eaſt monſoon; the argument is at an end; 
e ee dee eee for 
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of bo man diſputes chat in the three or four months 
in which the "won ealt winds prevail, the water 


is ſmooth, and ſhips | may lay in or out of the. 
rivers « or where they pleaſe, in great ſafety. 5 


5 "Tug ffh a I ml over without remark, ; 
for: very obvious reaſons: | 


_ Tus Arth 1 brings us back to where 
we ſet out; for the Captain found that he could not 
go do ſea; the weather was ſo bad 4 and had he had 
his ſhip there; he muſt have ſtaid where he was, 
until the following November, or have done as he 
did, come back without exploring the pallage. 


Baͤꝛt he refers us to Mr. Richie 8 repreſentations, in 


No. 2 of the appendix to your report. If in that, 
dor in any other document produced in the report, 


. or aꝑpendix, any clear and poſitive aſſertions are 
made, that the new or ſea paſſage into New Har- 


bour is ſafe, or even practicable, during the eight 5 
months that the ſouth-weſt winds prevail, I ſhould | 


To be 2 to have 1 it pointed out to me, for 1 cannot 


Tus two laſt paragraphs are out of the queſlion. 
| being merely complimentary. Captain Farmer was 


a warm and ardent officer, and moſt heartily wiſh 
ed, in war and peace, to render ſervice to his coun _ 


* 75 in defence of whoſe honour he loſt his life ; ; 
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8 f the Bay of Bengal, as well as many other circum- " 


( 3 
7 1 
but he Was at at the time 15 took an impetſect view, 
of the paſtige out from New H 


arbour, but a very, 
ſtranger at Bengal. He found tl 


he old patlage into,” 

Bengal river dangerous, and he eagerly parroniſed 
the man, who he conceived 'w was about to find 
out a better. 1 acted on true patriotie princts / 

| ples. But his Letter ſhews extremę want of know- : x 


ledge in the nature of the winds in-the bottom of 


2 


= ſtances. Mr. Richie told him, there was a good | F 
: paſſage to ſea down Channel Creek, in the north- 
eaſt monſoon. Mr, Lacam's plans faid the fame; 
and he took. all the reſt for granted; and as he af- | 1 3 
firms, nothing, from his own knowledge, but the 
ſoundings down Channel Creek to Sagur Iand., 1 
ſhall be excuſed. from further W on bis 
Letter. | TE, 


2 


Arzvem No. 4, being ray x Gon, I nally lee 0 
15 it at b. 5 
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| CAPTAIN SAVAGE's „ Hive of New 1 
 Hurboar in Bengal, dated rath February, 1 
1777, to Peter Michell, Bſq. 3 o 


the Honourable Court of Directors. 
8 1 R. 


Ha ** a Letter fromm Mr. — mT 
Lacam, expreſſing a defire that I ſhould ex- 
amine his plans, and the channel leading to New 

Harbour, 1 left Calcutta for that Purpoſe, on the 
26th of December, 1776, with four of Mr. Lacam's 
veſſels, and ſpreading. them at proper diſtances, - 

3 ſounded, in a very particular manner, the whole 

| channel, about ſeven miles to the ſouthward of Sagur 

and: And 1 think it neceſſary to inform the Ho- 

nourable Court of Directors, that this paſſage has 
by far the greateſt depth of water ; and that the 

- width of the river in all parts, is is ſufficient for tze 


largeſt ſhips in the navy. On the 4th of January, 1 


I returned to Calcutta: but learning from various 

| reports, that It was not poſlible t to enter this channel | 

from ſea, I commenced a ſecond inveſtigation on the 
24th of January, and went out of fight of land. 


Mr. Lacam conducted the veſſels into Sagur Road, 


D2 : 25 and 


during e courſe of a dark night, guided by lead 


— b , 


Ste r er 


and line only. The leaſt water four fathom * 4 


69 


half and we entered the ſhoaleſt part at Jow wa- 
ter; by which means it is proved. that there is 


more water to be had up the ſmall entrance of the 
 Hughly at low water, than over the eaſtern Braſſe at 
high water: and it alſo is to be obſerved, that from 
the tail of the eaſtern ſea reef into Balaſore Raad, 
and then to Ingellee, is one hundred and thirty 
miles, while this paſſage makes only a run of thirty- 
eight; and muſt prove a conſiderable reduction to 
_ Company s riſk, as well as a ſecure. tation for 
large ip! in the oops navy. 3 


Tux cbmmodious Gtustte of Fea Reach, for 


wie ſhips to lay i in ſafety, and take in their cargoes, 
5 T conſider as a matter of great conſequence, both 
to the Company and the Nation; „ becauſe ſhips ly- RE 
Ing at this place, have ten fathom at low water . 
1 at Tngellee, where they are entirely expoſed, 55 
chere is only twenty feet at low water; and the riſk 
of a ſhip being there loaded is very great, eſpe⸗ 
dially at the ſealons which the latter ſhips are dif- = 
ps. HE 


.% : 


I. THINK it my + duty to ak "ENV" theſe back, "x, 


| for the benefit of the Honourable Company; 3 and 


J 


x on behalf of a man, who has been ſix years in mak - 
5 ing himſelf maſter of this! prone For 


4 © ft 
\ $3150? 


34 $326) © 48 16 314k id 8 n 3372 jb q 


8 


7 0 
© Tus jouer and proceedings on this affair; 
ſnall be laid before he Court on my arrival in Eng. 

| had. 1 TEnr Nee oo» 5 Sy SIN. IF 


a «+ YL TW. \ . 1 1714 CT al | | 2 ; | # - . T4 ,OYY 
i * F 4 1 " : q h G - . b 
5 4 „ 1322 n #1 # YE 3 + + & *% 


þ Tam Sir, {+ ab 
= 8 172, — ' Your moſt humble ſervant; > 
_ ee, (Signea)/ Labalun Savage: * 


B. Lacam. | 


. a E 
. IG + " " 1 > wy 
k * 1 . - 1 N ? . 
4 B&B C 4 
* a * 
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. Savage made 1 two trips to very liel 


purpoſe. His firſt trip was made to aſcertain, that 1 


os there was a paſſage out; 3 but finding on his return, 
t h at it was aſſerted at town, that no ſhips could 
come in by that channel from ſea, he went down 
again, under the care of Mr. Lacam, in a ſmall 
pleaſure boat. N eyen went out of ſight of 
land, which in a boat of about fifteen tons, and 


a drawing two feet water, may have been about fout 


or five miles from land; and Mr. Lacam brought 
him back i in x the ad time. | 


10 U alba of wer, open Hl may go 
in and out of all the creeks and rivers, which empty 
themſelves into Bengal Bay. This Letter of C ap- 


it IS 


Lein Savage, proves nothing relative to a paſſage 5 


1811 


into Channel Creek from Balaſore Road, in the TY 
ſourh-weſt monſoon. Captain Savage aſſerts in- 

deed, that it is a ſhorter paſſage | than the old one, 

= . * and a half, but gives no bearings, dif- 


— — — 


— ey In ſh nt ic is 3 very page, perfar- 


had no foundation to reſt on, but bits and ſerapy 
of the very vague opinions of individuals, ſent ta 
ther by Mr. Lacam, as he could procure them, 


: with a public body, overloaded with the plans and 
ſchemes of the numerous and various projectors, | 
which at this time infeſted Bengal. I have heard 5 

: indeed, that both the foregoing Letters, were drawn E 
up by Mr. Lacam, and ſent to the Captains to | 
5 fign. Be chat as it may, they are the only Papers 


| 


bility of ſuch a paſſage from Balaſore Road, or 
dire from ſea, in the ſouth-weſt we een the be 
. my of chem both muſt have Appeared, 


hd fix Eurppean Captains of the Company“ s ſhips, 5 
Caleutta, who had before them Mr. Lacam' 5 plans . 
i and cqrreſpondence, and without knowing, or en- 
guiring more into the matter, determined, 25, your 
Committee have done, Sir Philip, that pro ded 
ſhips i, but get from ſea dire into New, Her- 


e. Ys. * is o or, pt to. * 4 0 ps 


« 68 
tance) r other cricerion, by which his aflertion 


mance, and not worth the trouble it has coſt, and 
only ſerves to prove, that the Court of Directors 


which coming ſingly, could not have much weight 


roduced, in which any mention is made, of a pal- 
age in from ſea to New Harbour, and that i in ſo 


: unſatisfaRtory : a - manner, that had the Committee 
| thought prope 


er to haye enquired i intq the pradies | 


c 5 7 2 L 
* * « * 
f 5 1 | 3 | 


© ArexzvIS, No. . is a PEA Lan. PE, by | 


<a 7 © 


"23 **4 : 


( 9 7 
_ Alle 6, ny öther pace now ir "te r Beh 
"MM RW. T6" this their oj pinton, 1 moſt Teddily 
„affen; ; provided, 1 Bucher, th fat an entrance dar 


Wi, W prackicable in the ſouth-weſt mon on, 
_ kn T fell to be the caſe. e 1 


Nel ö 6f the , is Mr. Betja amin in Lacan 
Wiihbry of benefits, reſulting from a plan of fe- 
b d entrince into the YO. dated 1780. 


: _ ar not cb at this curious title page: 
- ere Hig 12 a . not ado 2 70 and . 4 L 


10 fe ie O woe "i 


wal &o 


1 - fi tte it parkgraph of this ED] paper, he 


* 


mn to the reports of Captains Farmer and Savage, 


fea reef to the Ganges, by his rout, | is 92 miles 

morter than the old rout. If, by the Ganges, he 
means Channel Creek, Capt. Farmer could not get 

out to! try the paffag e or the diſtance. Capt. . Savage 


Lege, But from Mr. Lacam's account; and now Mr. ; 
Palin is returning the compliment, by quoting 5 


800d, and depth of water, and diſtance, juſt and ac- 
B 4s laid down in the ſurveys of Howe, Plaſted, n 
"FF Rille, ind that of Lata ichlelf ; but e why is 


2 | the 


to prove that the run from the tail of the eaſtern 8 


1 Indlecd, aſſerts the Lache thing; not from his know- 


Capt. Savage as his authority. The plans may be | 


(40 
e from the tail of the eaſtern ſas reef ingo 


| _#hadiſtanee: 


_the Ganges, mentioned ? But this is one af Mr. 
| Lacam' 8 deceptions. The wonder i is not that he 
| . and attempt to impoſe it on the Committeę, 


but that no profeſſional man in it, ſhould detect 
him. If a ſhip bound into Bengal, in the wur- 
weſt monſoon, finds berſelf at the tail of the eaſtern 
ſea reef, whether ſhe knows her fituatjon or not, 
me will be in a very dangerous ſituation. Nofloogs 5 
cruize there; and the ſea ſwell on ebb tide, is tremen · 
T dous. She muſt go back to Balaſore road in queſt of 
9 a pilot, for anchor ſhe cannot in ſuch a ſituatiqn. 1 
Mr. Lacam does not propoſe to aboliſh the uſe f 
1 pilot oops, and for ſhips in future, totake departure 
from Point Palafiras, and ſtand at once oyer to Flag- ; 
ſtaff Point, on Sugur Iſland, [Captain F armer's idea) 
he muſt mean that ſhips bound i into Hughly giver, 
5 whether by the new or old channel, ſhall uſe pilots, 1 
in whatever part of that wild and extenſive place, 
- Balaſore road, they may find them: Who does not 
8 feet that the line of diſtance muſt be drawn from ” 
I the ſpot where the ſhip, bound i in, receives her 1 
5 lot to a place of ſafety, whether at Ingellee, by. the 
old, or Channel Creek, by the new paſſage ? ? And ” 
: in that fair mode of menſuration, if there i 1 
4 difference of o one third of the diſtance faid to. be 5 
by Mr. Lacam, then am 1 miſtaken. I know 
- Nothing ſo hard to anſwer, as bold, daring falſe- 
hoods; and theſe occur.ſo.often in every repreſen- 
tation of Mr, Lacam 5 that 1 vonder at tber pa- 
53. tience 


V. 


And part of February: and in thoſe months, the 


64) 
End et me Gonne, in nme * « 


ea [1 . er 


10 by 

ye _ ne wang A WY ffi peat: 
” Aamir Mr. Lacam prepares for defending a chan- 
1 2 that can never — attacked, * thall'f ew _ 5 


— 


| 8 a deal of money will be ſaved, 


84 the Suit b + agree with: wi, — * 


: — hips at New Harbour, in preference Ss. : 


ngellee, in the ſouth- weſt monſoon : but when 
loaded, I deny that they can go out to ſea, except N 
in the months of November, December, January, 


ilk is much the ſame from Calcutta to both 


places: the freight would, 1 * be one e fourth . 


2 A to N ew Harbour, 


3 | a Gvemh: 8 is the wot | Gngulir I x 
wo ever ſaw; fox if it is admitted, it overſets the whole 
of his own reaſoning, in this curious eee f 


: Me: E . 


\ Mai * 5 Dutch ing —_ . ww 


3c lunch cruiſing in Balaſore road, and both thoſe 75 
nations trade to Bengal, in much larger ſhips than 


the Engliſh do. Mr. Lacam ſays, they will not 
Tus ibe nem tract. Why then they muſt, and will, 
80 in hy , one: for he: certainly « does not 


5 "31 15 | | = 5 mean 


3 — Members of Parliament, and recom- 
© mended by Committees: for I have an impudent 


( 20 


adegente denden if 1h redn 
the Ganges,” to ſtop up the old paſſage of. the 
Braſſes, which, by his own account, is forty miles 


work about hght-houfes, land batteries,” Yward- 
= | ſhips, de. &c. It is wonderful to fee ſtuff which 

wWuas laughed at by every boy in C alcutta, ſefiobfly 
907 ho — a Committee of the Houſe e wad 


7 3 y *. 9 


Ant from the places, where he makes C much 5 


„ a leet tract which I publiſhes j betete e 


my Fe peace, I gave a hint, 2 thoſt tobom it light 
_ xconcern, that as the French and Dutch pilats, and 


pilot floops, were captured and diſperſed, in con- 


good policy to prevent their ever having the means 
bf training up others, by making it an article in 
the treaty of peace, that no nation but the Eng- 
nd. * have a regular eſtabliſhment of pilots 


But 1 have not the good fortune th be 


3 ſecquence of the war with thoſe nations, it might be 


trick of penning plain truth, which, in the opiion 


pt the ñirſt law authority this nation ever produced, ” 


s the moſt criminal mode of libelling. No doubt 
Dot 1 ſhalt be ſwinged for this. However, in chat 
cafe, 1 ſhall turn from the Judge, and look tomy 
| peers, the Jury, from whoſe heneſt and upright 
_ - -verdidts, cke evidence of 4 whole bench of treaſury 
- lords, . and i great mene (ld ßet abt 
3 Bemtridge, 


5 they come to Bengal, each ſhip may have a maſter 


8 2 without i it, they cannot be made perfectly acquain- 5 


5 ponſeale.. When, or how, ape the 3 2 
King's ſhips, to learn the pilotage of Mr. Lacam's 
channel? As maſters, they muſt always atend 
the ſhips 49 which they belong: and every time 


who neyer had been there before. If they ſtay to 
ſtudy in the ſloops, they are no longer maſters; and 


ted with fo dangerous and complicated a naviga- 
tion, as the beſt entrance into Bengal will for ever 


# >> ag 


— between Sagur Ifand and C 


remain: where channels and ſands ſhift, and new 


| iſlands form « every year, cauſed by the eight of . 


| the floods inche welt monſoan, 


Ta 1 ond laſt — ada for * . 


| What I never will admit, viz. that heavy deep 


vage, the only two evidences who * of the 5 
| angel — 15-46 is open; aback 
well known that every part of the Bay. of Reel, . 


is expoſed in the ſouth-weſt monſoon, to fo diead- 
ful a ſwell, that fem ſhips could live in it. At chat 
, 1 * almoſt 2 ar in % 

tac 1 "I dark 


merchant ſhips, may work out of the eafternmouth = 5 
Wi Channel Creek, in the height of the ſouth· weſt 
T monſoon, with ſafety. Captains Farmer atolls 


hittagong, near the land, 


8 towindward, againſt ſo dreadful a ſea, when every 


tw) 


dp, er lt 0 impoſüüble tote cleurly 
a mile from the ſhip any way. What then i 6 
becbme of a ſhip going out, on the leaſt ſhift f 


It me ſtands weſt- north - weſt, many of the fands 
weft of Sagur Illand, are to the ſouthward of = 
her. And the bare aſſertion of Mr. Lacam, 
that the flood tide will be on her lee bow with her 
ſtarboard tacks on boad, and help her up two points 


half hour, the ſhip fo liable to ſqualls ſo ſevere, 
28 to oblige her to clew up all the ſail, will never 
induce a man in his ſenſes, to 80 1 out to > fea un. 7 


T7 der ſuch circurnſtances, fn BS 


= | ere it. 


Tov, Sir Philip, and many more of y your Com- 
_ mittee, do not underſtand the above reaſoning 'F 


vonder is how they could permit ſuch a document to 


8 bg being N incothe * or we 5 - 


| . a 84 24 V 
- - * * 4 Z 2 ** * ; 


ene wind, or change of the tide? Night comes on, 
und backe ſhe cannot go: to anchor is impoſffble. 


| butas you had profeſſional men amongſt you, the ” 


appear in the appendix, withour ſome kind of rea- 


* Pie way Mr. Labs name to o che 8 


1 ſhalt not diſpute it: And as No. 8 and 9, relate | . 
to his right to the place called New Harbor, 1 


toi he makes ſolne aſſertions, which 1 tahh 
nadmit to be true, I muſt ſay ſomething to them. 


Uarable fot New Harbour, in No. 7, appendix, 


aul for the preſent paſs cher by : But a in NG. — 


Cam 8 drawing up.) that l wonder the Council Ge- 
neral at Bengal, had patience to heart read; and 


| to ſuppoſe that they never did read it, or hear yt; 


Wbilſt Mr. Lacam was clearing away afew ſquares - 

: yards;of underwood, on which to found his chus 

: nam village, and build his wharf, (on a rotten foun- 

. dation, contrary to every other man's opinion, ad 18 


t 


1 1 20 Me, Lacam ſays, Major * 
he applied for land to conſtrutt docks, obtained the 
Aud Ganga Nulla, and ſo ſtopped up a paſſage 

from the preſidency to the eaſtern factories, in the 
time of the rains, how has it come to paſs that 
Major Tolly has obtained a grant from government 
for the ſame Nulla ſince, and ſo widened and deep» 
ened the old channel, at his own private expence, 
as to make a better paſfage for boats the whole 
Pear round, than there was formerly in the rains? 
I bere is ſuch an unaccountable obſcurity, and jum- 
ble of falſe aſſertion, i in No. 10 of the appendix, (as 


| there is indeed in every paper I ever ſaw of Mr. La- 


the beſt excuſe for the Committee's admitting it, is 


| read, That all the lower uninhabited parts alc 
5 Bengal, are oyerrun with tigers, is but too true. 


which ſunk and diſappeared in one night,) many = 
ins men Were Joſt. 3 And the work people. (every PE 


| of whom, were preſſed, and. carried down by foree). 4 
Vere ſo averſe to the buſineſs, that he was obliged» 

ig to.inclole. bis newly cleared ground, as much wi 
inte kerphe praple.in, sche tigers un-! 


5 : Houſe 1 in your appendix, are all on one fide of the 


4 4 N 
mw - = 
F - 


ble — tate; Mas Ant har” © 
he calls his limits; and taning chem under the de“? 
nomination of one maſt veſſels; — 4 
recalling: his grant, as may be ſeen even from the” 
1— * * in the — to the . 


e 


m it never occur to you. Sir Philip, nor to 
any of the Committee, that the papers giben to the 


5 queſtion ? that it is from Mr. Lacam's defences'in” 


ſiuch ex parte evidence into. your: report? - I ſhall 


the appendix, that the world is made to know, 
| that any complaints and petitions were ever preſen- 
ted againſt him to the Governor and Couneil aa 
Bengel? Did you apply, Sir, to the India Houſe' | 

for theſe papers? If fo, why did you not give the 
Petitions and complaints, which. gave cauſe to them 
at the ſame time, that the Houſe might have befove-- 
them both ſides of the queſtion? If you: received | 
them from Mr. Lacam, Sir, why did you admit_ 


7 Sit Philip, before I cloſe, prove to you, ches 0 


your viva voce evidence have benn as We 

as your appendix papers, and impoſed on the Co- 
8 me with — — them. 

| 185 n ec AZ A. 
5 As No. amine; is an r 

Mr. Lacam. to a complaint of Nr Levers; © 

bs not —— Ls: | cally ply ids! = 
Mr. 


— * 
: , F 3 
* 


G 


0 


Nun. Lacan: 6. the fume. fotze af — 
from, NMeſſs. Goats and Petre, which Rave alia hen 
withheld... Seeing erer a 2 
ſingle line. entered in. your repott, of appendin, in 

contradiction. ta Mr. Lacam's moſt — 

_ afſertiqns,, with, your permiſſion, Sir Philip. I with: | 
quote a paſſage or two from a paper, which was. 

dran up at Bengal, at the time every man in Cal 

cutta, began to be ſenſible of the evil. tendency. as. U 

dhe grant given to Mr. Lacam, with a clauſe to tax 

all boars, that will ſet cha. 1 in a bee 

Point of view. 


r Exra ier? 
= Hab Mr. Ln confined himſelf t to "5 i a 6 
| neſs of his chunam contract, or to his whimſical, 


ee © : 


plan of * a New Harbour, 1 do believe the inhabi- 


: aeg about hi, or 15 Ny” but when, in order. 32 15 
to reimburſe himſelf for the expences he has been. 1 
at, in his romantic | ſchemes of founding g new, towns. 
he has deviſed means to obtain a grant, which, i in. 


5 ences, wil hey. the m6 community. 


40 Pg pert 80 f the n rice üer is h in, d * 


exporteie un the port of Calcutta, is brought- © 
from- Backer: Guoge and the parts Hern b. 
h | els inte the Hughly- rivers” 2 2 
a very 


1 plank, mats, jute, and other articles from the 
SBauynderbunds, to ſay nothing of the innumerable 


Luckypore, Chittagong. &c. &c. 


1 


2 dey great portion of the firewood for public 
and private uſe, is alſo brought by ſthe ſane rout 
ts the town of Calcutta; beſides theſe two indit. 


penſable neceſſaries of life; there is a great trade 
_ carried on by the ſame channel in Soondry timber 


quantity of boats, paſling to and from Dacca, 


A very little 
way within the entrance of Channel Creek, there is 


morial, it has been the cuſtom for the boats from 
all the above-mentioned places to ſtop and wait Aa 


a convenient bay, at which place, from time imme - 


proper and ſafe time for entering the great river. 
It is often neceſſary at the time the ſoutherly winds = 


: prevail, for them to ſtay at this ſtation ſeveral. days 5 


before they can proceed with deep loaded boats in 


 fafety: near this place Mr. Lacam has fixed. what - 


bio calls his New Harbour. The grant for which, ; 
authorizes him to levy on all three maſt en, 


who ſhall ſtay there two tides, one hundred ru- 


= pees; on two maſt veſſels fifty rupees; and ten 4 
85 rupees on all veſſels of one maſt; this grant, as 


| far as it relates to three and two maſt veſſels, is in- 
| offenſive enough, for they have not, nor can cally, 
have inducement to viſit New Harbour; but & 
under the denomination of one malt veſſels, all boata 

| paſſing that way are included, it is the moſt ex — 
_ ordinary grant that ever was heard of. Mr. Lam — 


* power 9 * 


KC», 


And he to Seapoys aid Peotis / and thefe jadiclgut 
Collectors are to determine when the boats ha de 
been two tides within Mr. Lacam's limits, which 
| are ſo Jooſely defined, that they may be conſtrutd'ts 
include the whole of Channel Creek, The boats 
of Mr. Lever, Mr. Thornhill, and Mr. Coats, or 
thoſe of their dependents, have been ſtopped, and 
the duty levied ; each of theſe gentlemen wrote 
ſeparately to Mr. Lacam, complaining of the in- 
jury, and he, in his anſwers, deſired his dear Friends 
to let him know in future when they had boats 
going that way, and nothing of the kind ſhould 

happen again : but in the name of humanity and 

df common juſtice, where is a poor Bengal mangee 
of a boat to find a dear Friend. This Political re- 


5 fignation of a pretended right is the more. alarm- 5 


ing, as it will ſerve to prevent complaints from 

the only perſons who can make them properly, = 

And fixes the tax the faſter on the yon: the m—_ 5 
; — 5 1 A 


#*. 


66 « Sobn ales the devefiicn * Mr. Uiſtings to 7 


c eftabliſhed all over the country, on the banks of_ 


| _ the rivers; nor was there ever a more Judicious, | 


; beneficial, or humane act of government enforced. 


_ eurious grant to Mr. Lacam, ſums up thoſe 


| liftle'evils' and obſtructions to the general trade of 
This Kin; gdom i into one monſtrous oppreſſion, and - 


—— derbunds 


1 —— he abdliſhed the numerous chowkies = 


ele him Chaukidar General of the Söͤn⸗ 5 


1 (59) 
derbunds, and of all the traffic by the channel 0 
the eaſt ward of C alcutta. 


«Tr is well known ta the Inliabitmins of unt town, 
that by the frequent loſſes of boats loaded with 
rice and with wood in the great river. that theſe ne- 


|  ceffaries of life are often very dear at Calcutta, 


though cheap in the provinces. This grant to 
Mr. Lacam will increaſe thoſe evils ; ; for let his 


l duty and the oppreſſions of his tax· gatherers be 


what they will, it muſt in the end fall o on the con- : 
E ſamers of thoſe articles; 


TT 4 Govennuanr ſeldom give grants to "KY . 

duals to levy taxes, but with a view to public good. 0 
There is always an equivalent implied, or an option 5 
left to the perſons from whom the tax is to be 


1 For inſtance, Major Tolly is cutting 3 


2 channel at his own riſk and expence; when it 


is done, he will be permitted by government to 


GE levy 2 reaſonable fine on all boats which paſs, but 
no boats will be obliged ro paſs, If I find it rea- 
ſonable and convenient, my boats ſhall go that 
way; if not, they ſhall not go through his channel. ME 
Here is the equivalent and the option. The view 
. of the adminiſtration is to lower the price of rice, 
| wood, and other articles of merchandize at the ca- 
pital, to raiſe the value of the Company's lands to 
the caſtward, and in proceſs of time: to take olf 


: { 5 ) : 
the duty ect, or © miſe f ir to En i into ir 
public coffers 


YI ©. 


. Tus whole dent of the grant rfl t. l en 
7 damen oppoſite to the above mentioned * 
one of Major Tolly. The boats muſk afs Chan: ” 
nel Creek; or not be able to come to Calcutta. 
The owners and navigators call neither of them 7 
draw any benefit from Mr. Lacdnf's 8 "New Hat. 


bour ; ; on the reverſe, he deprives them by poſſeſs = 


ing of it, together with his new ant, of a bre 
ſeriptive right, which is baden, L 
creation, that of paſſing and repaſſing unmoleſted : 
8 by Channel Creek, from the caſterri to the weſt= 
ern fi de of the Bengal province. It is in vain tb 
= ay, & that Mr. Lacam and his people will only iT” 
this duty on boats which ſtop two tides within H 5 
3 lines, © or which draw benefit from this New Har- 


Es ad 


5 his protection. If his undertaking is of publie 


as old as uy by 8 


bour; they want neither his wood, his water, Abt - 


| utility, they hope he will be rewarded for it gan es 
the public purſe. Their views are to achuire ; = 


: boneſt n maintenance by honeſt induftry ; Z they inter- 


rupt n. not bim, and have a right to hope he will 
not be permitted to interrupt them z their hope is 
juſt and reaſonable, — 


o Many! hundred of the boats 2 this way _ 


(0 by 14 nn / d 45 AAAS;  LS& Ad 


e to poor 3 who Wege no other == 


EA 


Calcutta, 


1 
Calcutta, at a certain price, to ſome. great wood 
mechant: the wood is cut by themſelves and by the 
Dandees, who perhaps are induced to go with 
them for half a rupee each, and proviſions for the 
tip. Where in the name of goodneſs are ſuch 


Poor, yet uſeful people, to find ten rupees for Mr. 


Lacam. I could find fifty reaſons equally ſtrong. 
for recalling of this grant, and I think I may with 
| fafety defy any man to produce one good one for 


continuing it. And yet there are in the ſettle · 


5 _ will find means to have 1 It confirmed to * T 


ment, men of ſenſe, who will wager that this pro- 


8 6 «I i it is true . Mr. kenn is fold to 13 pro- 5 
| miſed Meſſrs. Sanderſon and Halhed, that the or „* 


= ginal ſum to be advanced for their reſpective |. 
1 8 8 ſhares in this curious ſcheme, will be repaid them 
from the profits ariſing in the courſe of two years, 


what a monſtrous tax will this be to levy on the | 


| neceſſaries of life brought into Hughly river by 


3 Channel Creek, for I have heard it is divided into 3 


8 E. — and each ſhare valued at fifty thouſand 


before him ſome plauſible affurance of the ſucceſs 


rupees. 1 dare fay, a man of Mr. Sanderſon's 8 ex- 
1 perience, and at his time of life, has had laid 


of the planner, ere he would engage ſo large a ſum 
of money in ſuch a concern. As for the owners o 


the tonnage of the port trading, abroad, mother 


tional load ſhall not be laid on their already over- 
Charged 


Nature hath taken care that this projected addi- 


on the neceſſaries of life. All that can be wiſhed, 


old place of rendezvous ; but ſhould Mr. La- 


(53) 


charged ſhoulders ; and for my part, I wall reſt 
ſatisfjed, that the preſent adminiſtration will not, 


t gratify one greedy projector, ſaddle the inhabi- 
rants of Calcutta with ſuch an additional expence 


or that can be aſked, is that it be left optional 0 
in the owners of veſſels and boats to go to theic 


cam's pretenſions to levying on them any kind 


0 duty, or toll, be left under any madifica- 
tion or explanation whatever, and thoſe con- 


ous burthen will be levied, in the firſt inſtance, 
IE that it will become inevitable ; though i it muſt fall 


: firmed to him by the Governor General and Coun- 
cil, ſuch is the ſituation of the place, and its dif- 
tance from Calcutta, and ſo poor, ſo ignorant, and 
ſo helpleſs are the people from whom this griev- 


on the inhabitants of Calcutta ultimately; for more 


than half the boats will ceaſe to bring rice and 


| wood to market, and the price of thoſe articles will 
= conſequently riſe in proportion, and Mr. Lacam, 


chat Mr. Lacam offers to the mangees of all boats, 


WE, in reward for his public and private virtues, have 


tant Ker this : pt town under contribution. 5 


"6 P. 8. Sen 1 wrote the * 1 1 heard 


| which ſtop at the old rendezvous, an alternative, 
which is for them to pay the ten rupees, or pro- 
ceed on to Culpee Creek. E his 1 is no more than 


laying, 


ts it in his power to lay every individual inhabi. ” 


1 


ig, Sve r we what I aſk, or riſe your lives 
and properties at an unſeaſonable time; which is 
the very hardſhip of which the people complain. 
It; is very clear, that Mr. Lacam depends more on 
the i ignorance < of the gentlemen 1 who are to give 
- him the grant, | than on the juſtice or reaſonableneſs = 
of his claim to it. He knows very well, that the 
rice comes up in boats, which are very large, 
heavy, and unweildy ; ; that except at high water, 
they cannot go in or out of Culpee Creek, and that 


the creek | is ſo ſmall, two large boats cannot pak | 
4 each other i in that creek, ö 


E Mosr of the rice wth comes from Backer- 
1 Gunge, and other places to Calcutta, paſſes through N 


Channel Creek, in the months of February, March 


and April. In thoſe months the ſoutherly winds 
| blow very ſtrong, and cauſes great agitation of the 
waters at the entrance of the river from the mouth 


of the creek ; on this account, it very often han- 


pens, that at che place now called New- Harbour, 
ſeveral hundred boats are aſſembled to wait a pro- 
| per t time to proceed. The next ſafe ſtage i Is Chin- 


garee( Creek; but this is at ſo great a diſtance, that 


they run great riſk of meeting 2 north weſter 
before they reach it; and, in that caſe, the 
total loſs of many of chem is inevitable. Many 3 
time hath Mr. Lacam ſeen the ſhore from Chan- 
nel Creek to Chingaree Creek, covered with wrecks 
: of boats; 3 and t to remedy this, he er requires 
ch chat 


evidence has been carefully kept back from the 


<5) 


that each boar hell pay bim ten rupees, to lay in 
ſafety, to which they have a ney old n 
ao not a natural right. 


39 Tas * . 8 I ever heard aſſigned in in 
favour of this orant, was uſed by Mr. Lacam him+» : 
| ſelf, and was ſimply this, that every man had a 
right to do the beſt he could for himſelf. I ad- 
mitted it, as far as it related to his application for 


ſuch a grant, | but not that it was a ——_ reaſon 
LEE for the n to give h him f 8 


sven was hs reaſoning offered to the leading 
men in Calcutta, againſt the grant: but all ſuch 


Committee. However, Mr. Lacam's anſwers ſkew 


dat complaints from many Europeans and others, 


; did appear againſt him, and he owns that he col- 
* 400 Os from country boats. 


2 MUST now, Sir Philip, carry you back 0 


b page 20, in the * of the report. [res 


. application for a grant in Channel Creek, was dated 


quantity of land only, which was granted accord- | 


10 appears in \ this hw. that Mr. fn firſt - 


the 13th of February, 1774, and was for a ſmall 


ingly. In the next paragraph in the ſame page, 
— 1. * that on the 4th of Oftaber, I 775, Mr. 5 


Lacam 


( 56 ) 
Lacam had ſo-much improved his knowledge, that 
he had, without publickly fignifying his intention, 
cleared his ground, begun a wharf, was about ta 
erect godowns, fix cranes, lay mooring chains; &c. 
to facilitate the careening, repairing, and loading 
the Company's ſhips ; praying the aſſiſtance of the 


Board to help him, aſſigning for the reaſon, that 


in March, 1773, long before Mr. Lacam had ap- 


plied for land, their maſter attendant, with the 
pilots, examined the place, and declared it capable 


- improvement, and that they would undertake . 


= carry in the largeſt ſhips in the Britiſh navy. 
This, if true, muſt have been by the old — | 
2 IO for the new was not then thought on. 5 


luaſt paragraph of page 24, in which you ſay, on 
e the 22d of May, 1776, the report before men- 


up | * tioned made by — Richie, was * at the 
„„ - 46 < Board.” | 5 ee 


* Sir Philip, 1 3 _ upon you, 4 thy like Fo 
.- of truth, candour, and fair dealing, to read 1 
once again your own report from page 20 to ws ly 


"ik wind lack will 8 N this A e of 0 


1 yours, gives to Captain Richie' 8 remarks a date, To 


which the remarks themſelves, as they ſtand in the | 


= appendix, do not poſſeſs, and furniſhes me with 


_ the. opportunity of making ſuch obſervations from 


i your own report, as will prpve, what 1 * have RS 


and delfiv from ins rſt foundaion; 


.. 1 


Macs now, Sir, at the condi of of May; van : 
which moment of time, in the various and nume 
Tous applications from Mr. Lacam to the Coun- 
dcdils and Committees of Calcutta, he never once 
mentions his having an idea of bringing ſhips to 


New Harbour by any other rout than the old chan- 


nel from Balaſore road, over the Braſſes, between the 7 


Barrabulla and Long Sand, through Ingellee road, 


and ſo down to New Harbour; for this reaſon, 5 


5 and to this purpoſe, Sir John Clerke” s opinion 


the eighih paragraph of which, he ſays, & A few 
1 ſhips of war moored in the North End of Chan- £ 
en Creek would be eſteemed the guardians: 8 


, (appendix No. I. ) was taken: it is dated the Mi 


Kedgeree road, and over the ſhoal, called the Eaſt 
and Weſt Flat, into the mouth of Channel Creek, 


of January, 1776. Captain Bromfield, for this 
reaſon, ſounded from Mud Point at the entrance 


of Channel Creek, down to New Harbour. 


pm 


” this purpoſe, Captain Richie ſounded all round e 


New Harbour, and out into Hughly river, as 


as ſet 


forth in his remarks in your appendix, No. 2, in 


* Hughly river, by their ſituation.” Pray Sir note 


that theſe guard - ſhips ſhould lay at the north | 
ou of Channel A 


5 2 


. thought of nay other channel but the old: one. And 


country Captains, Company's Paymaſter of Marine, 
Maſter Attendant, his Deputy, the Branch Pilots, 


(8) 
„Sn Edward Hughes was at Bengal, with: 4 
fifty gun ſhip and à few frigates, from October, 
1774, to February, 1775. In all this time, Mr. 
| Lacam did not apply to him for the maſters of his 
hips to ſound and ſurvey his new projected chan». 
nel out to ſea from New Harbour, though, in that 
time, he applied to one of his Captaing, Sir Joba . 
Qlerke, to found the north end of it. I 


Tun aud- of the matter is, Sir Philip, Mr. = 


Lacam had not to this time, January, 1776, ever 


own report and — 1 may venture to fa | 
ſomething of the reaſons why the Bengal Merchants, 


and all the under graduates 1 in that line of duty, 5 
2 — to a man, differed in ** _ - 


geree, on the weſt ſide Hughly river, almoſt to the - 


town at once, where they unload, repair, and load 
again, under the owner's eye, without any kind of 
extra expence; but King's line of battle ſhips, 

_ long- 


5 da veſſls of wy wk than the eget - 
Yo. Evrope ſhips paſs the flat, called the Eaſt and ww 
Channel, which extends from a little above Ked- 


mouth of Channel Creek, on the eaſt fide, full 
loaded, as they come from ſea, and run up ta 


( 39 ) 
wogdegged frigates, Company' s Europe ſhip 2 


country ſhips of the fame draught of water, muſk 
take out ſo much of their ſtores, goods, &c. 33 
will reduce them to fifteen feet draught of waer, 

or no pilot in Bengal river will bring them higher 
up than Kedgeree. In going doyn again it is worſe, 


- for they will not take charge of a ſhip to paſs the 


flat at more than fourteen feet fix inches draught. 


Prom this circumſtance, you ſee, Sir Philip, that 


, loading as much as ſhe was obliged to do, if the 


no ſhip could come to New Harbour without un- 


vent to town, and could load no more outward- . 


© bound at New Harbour, than ſhe might | do at Cal 


cutta, for the flat lies below New Harbour, and en- 


a tends to Kedgeree: and this you will find clearly 
pet forth in Captain! Richie 8 remarks, paragraph ! 15. Yo 


5 appendix to your epArts No. " 


| Down to the 2oth af May, 1776, it appears; : 


that neither Mr. Lacam, i in any one of his papers, 


of any paſſage but the old one: and, at that time, 


= friend, Captain Richie, i the Company s Marine Sr: - 
peyor, that his wharf with the flag-ſtaff, which had 


produced to your Committee, or any one of his 


Friends, had hitherto mentioned a ſingle ſyllable Go 


| it appears from the remarks of his ſevere, but beſt . 


coſt him ſo much time and money, were ſunk to tue 
bottom of the river. And this fact, ſo clearly ſet 
fperh a in Captain Nin 5 e was — = 
| 704 + = 


— the 22d of May, the ſame that in the ap- 


« 60 ) 
at Calcutta as fo oreat a loſs, as in its conſe- 
quences, to bring on Mr. Lacam' s ruin. | 


I nave hitherto drawn all my facts from your 
report and appendix; fo I ſhall continue to do 
whilſt any falſe aſſertions therein contained, re- 
main unrefuted. 


Arras the report w was 2 4 from Captain Richie, 


= pendix is called remarks No. OY it appears chat 


the Committees and Council General of Calcutta, 
complied with all Mr. Lacam's requeſts inſo- | 
much, that his pottah, or grant, for lands and 


5 water about New Harbour, was made out, and 5 


delivered to him in great form, by his two great 
friends, Captain Farmer, of his Majeſty's ſhip Sea- 


8 horſe, and Captain Richie, | the — J Ser- 5 


- veyor, ſo often mentioned, 


We are now en to the 12th of July, £76 


1776, the day the famous Letter from Captain = 


m0 armer is dated, in which, for the firſt time, the 


New Channel from ſea into New Harbour is 


mentioned. This Letter i is No. 3 in your appen- 


dix; and! in the firſt paragraph of page 26 of your 
report, it appears that, in conſequence of extracts 


from Captain Farmer's Letter having, by Mr. ; 
Z . been ſent to the Governor General and 
Council, 


(6) 

| Council, they order Captain Richie to make furs 
ther ſurveys of the entrance to Channel Creek, and 
report his opinion, where it might be proper to 
erect a light houſe. It does not appear from any 
evidence to be found in the body of your report, 


or from any number in the appendix to it, that 
turther ſurveys were made by Captain Richie, i in 


cConſequence of it. This ſeems to me very ex- 
traordinary, becauſe on it depends the whole of 


and proper channel, directly from ſea into New 
Harbour, and pradticable | in the fouth weſt mon- - 
om. £ | 


ls No. 3 of the appendix, v we - find that Captain 


Mr. Lacam's proof, that there was a good, dh 


Farmer conſtantly ſupports himſelf on the infor- 


mation which he obtained from Captain Richie "I 


5 report, which is No. 2 in the appendix; and that 0 


chis was read at the Council Board the 22d of M ay, 


near two months before the date of Captain , 
mer's Letter. If further ſurvey was made by Cap- 5 
3 Richie, no trace. of it can be found. And 1 
| ſhall prove that, though Captains Richie, Plaſtead, 5 
and Howe, Major Rennel, and others, admit that 
here is a paſſage out from Channel Creek, to te 


eaſtward of Sagur Inland, as laid down in all the oy 


plans and ſurveys produced at your Committee, 
not one of them ever have recommended it as ſafe, 


or even Poſlible, for ſhips to go out #0, or come 


in 


6 
in from; fra, by it to New Hatbou?, ehebp t fot 
about four months in the north-eaſt ay and 
I ſhall ſhew you, Sir Philip, that in thoſe months, 
there is no want of water in the old channel; and 
further, that from November to February, there 5 

never was any complaint made of the badneſs of Fi 
the old channel by * man, king or dad. oo 


'As t govern myſelf » dates aha PI to 60 


found i in your report, I am obliged to g0 back! 


ward and forward, as your Cotnmittee have done. | 

- Had you, Sir Philip, taken the enquiry bp ia 4 
regular way, and examined facts according to their : 
dates, much Dunn and trouble, had been 
avoided. „ 


On the 251 of September; 1776, jul Bur N 


| nivnths after Mr. Lacam had obtained his pottah, | 


vr grant, for the land and water, in and round New | 
Harbour, and three months and a half after he 


had obtained a Clauſe to be admitted into his pot . 
or grant, authorizing him to levy a duty of one 5 


on two malt veſſels, and ten rupees on one maſt 
veſſels, that "ſhould ſtay two tides at New Här- 
bour. We find the Governor and Council read. 
ing an anſwer from Mr. Lacam, to ſome. com. 
plaints that had been given in againſt him, för 
oppreſſions, in levying his new impolt of ten ru 


bes 


| hundred rupees on three maſt veſſels, fifty rupees 3 


become very troubleſome, or they could not have 


(6) 


pes, on boats, which-he included in the Kea of 
one maſt veſſels. 


| Now, Sir r Philip, as neither the Committee nor 
Mr. Lacam, have furniſhed the means to know 
when theſe complaints were preſented, and it is 
clear from Mr. Lacam's defence, read at the 


Council Board on the 29th of September (vide 85 


appendix to your report) that his oppreſſions had 


drawn the attention of government, ſo ſoon after 


the grant had paſſed, from more important affairs 
of ſtate, I have, therefore, a right to conclude, 


1 they commenced with, or ſoon after, the pa- - 
ing of the grant; becauſe in page 28 of your re- 5 


port, Mr. Lacam admits that he had received up 
to October, 1776, 400 rupees duty from boats; 
and in his reply to the complaints, No 11, in your | 
appendix, he alſo admits, that ſome of his agents 
5 had acted oppreſſvey, and deſerved * 


nds the Council Genen, ( page 27 
of your report) finding that the clauſe which 


1 been admitted into the potrah, or grant, 55 


after the grant itſelf had paſſed, allowing Mr. Ea- 


cam to charge a duty on three, two, and one maſt = 


veſſels, had been ſo conſtrued by him, as to induce = 


Z him to imagine, that he had a right to tax the mer« 
chants boats corrFing on the inland commerce f 


6 


* which the Governor and Grime 
never intended ſhould- be the caſe; they thete- 


fore, determined to recall the grant, and have it 
altered in ſuch a manner as to put an end to the 


vexations and oppreſſions, that had grown out = 
of the „ th the tax. e S 


e e abs: . . mohaw 5 


- the Governor General and Council of Bengal, on 


one ſide, and Benjamin Lacam, of New Harbour, 


. Eſq. on the other, which ultimately has been re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Houſe of Commons; 


but this long and intricate ſtory is given in your 


report, Sir Philip, in fo detached, confuſed; and 


i intticate a manner, that I can only find from it, 


— chat your Committee accepted from Mr. Lacam, 


his account of the matter on both ſides of the | 


. queſtion, entering his verbal reaſoning i in bits and 


5 ſeraps in the body of the report, and his manu- 
i the appendix. 


5 if references were made to the India-houſe in their 
. No papers appear in the appendix, to to 


Nobody was called and 
examined on behalf of the Governor and Council, 


5 be found I there; W . is the work of Et 


.. 
3 ** and r them to the evidence given "YL : 
Mir. $ d * — 


* 
05 ; 
* 45 


„ 


from Captain Richie's remarks (vide appendix, 
No. 2.) Mr. Lacam had ſuffered an immenſe loſs, 
by the total ſinking of his wharf, I have heard 
Mr. Lacam ſay, that, from that accident, he had 
his work to begin again, and was determined to 
conſtruct a dry dock, and think no more of heav- 

ing ſhips down by wharfs. With this reſolution, 
he made application to the Governor and Council, 
to obtain more room by land, and a large tract of 
water in the creek, fince called New Harbour. 
This grant paſſed in his favour, (as appears from 
No. 8 of your appendix) on the firſt day of June, 
176. Some time in the ſame month, he pro- 
cured the favourable clauſe to be tacked to his 
grant, by which (as he hoped) he ſhould be able 

to draw from the number of country merchants, = 

| whoſe boats were obliged to ſtop at their old 

| rendezvous, conſiderable ſums of money, for they 

had no alternative but to pay Mr. Lacam ten ru. 
9 pees for each boat, or proceed on to the great 

river, at the riſk of their boats, cargoes, and lives. 

Drowning, or being devoured by tigers (vide your _ 
appendix, No. 10) was the inevitable conſequencgse 
. of going on, when the fouth- weſt winds blew bo 


Tov muſt note, Sir Philip, that from . time 
rhe grant paſſed, until October, when, as Mr. La- 
cam. obſerves, 1 in 1 Page 28 of your report, his cre- 

F dit 
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during which period, it rains inceſſantly, the 


country round is under water, ſo that no wotk 
could be carried on at New Harbour. Captain 5 
Farmer, in his Letter, No. 3, of your appendix, 
complains of the weather preventing his going out 
to examine new channel. 

\ 22th of July, and ſupports Mr. Lacam i in his idea 
1 conſtructing a dock; accordingly, in his ad- 
_ dreſs to the Governor and Council, dated the 29th 


This Letter is dated the = 


of September (vide your appendix, No. 10,) he 
viithices his Letter with the follow! ing — 1 
1 Gs 


21 AM now, honourable Sir, * Sire, going 1 


* dun the river, to mark out the dock at New 
8 Harbour, and jt would be giving ſome encou- 
- ragement to the plan, if I could be lupplied for 
„ three months only with 1000 Coolees, to help ” 
0 "ogy with the heavy n of the excavation. — 


Fort William, 5 0 1 am, Sc. LOH 


Sept 29th, 1776. | Beyjanin Lacan. 


4 


Tun place for cutting the Jock may de beck ; 
marked out, but, I believe, no progres was made 


75 the work, becauſe a ſtop was put to his" co! 


cus IE venue by * boats in the following 
ba "Þ 


month, | 


dit was checked by the diſpute of his right to tax 
boats, the ſouth-weſt monſoon is at its height, 


month, and for . res which k ſhall, note 
eee 2 - Th 9,538 ACT 4 * l F341 186 


Ms. "dia in his a given to your c 
Committee, and entered in page 13 of your re- 
port, being aſked what was his opinion of New. 
Harbour, he ſaid, He thought ſo favourable of it, 
| that be wiſhed to have been concerned in it with Mr. 


0 and . it to him in the Dear 1776. 


1s page 14 of the report, Mr. Sanderſon being = 


further examine d, he ſa d, 4 bat t be propor tion of 5 8 


T the concern be meant 10 have taten with Mr. Lacam, : 


= as before mentioned, was one. ſi xth, for which be 
would have given five thouſand pounds, that at the 


lime of mating this offer, about thirty. thouſand 
. had been leid out on New Harbour; and be | 
calculated that, to compleat the propoſed work, with 
one dry dock and all neceſſary buildings, would coſt 


| the further ſum of twenty. froe thouſand pounds ; that 


Mr. Halhed was in treaty with Mr. Lacam at. ” Tn 
Jane time, and * the bike Jon * a fo xth off the 
concern. 5 


5 ** Mr. Halhed, though in 8 was not 


examined, I ſhall ſay nothing on his propoſed con- 


cern. But 1 wiſh you, Sir Philip, to read the 
whole of Mr. Sanderſon's reaſons for offering firſt, 
and chen ine his * 


ä I x 
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ILS that Mr. Sanderſon bas * otten 


22 RA E11 
many circumſtances from the length of time 
which has ſince elapſed. At the very moch el nf, 
when Mr. Lacam obtained the clauſe which au- 
thorized him to tax veſſels, and before any money 
f could have been collected, in co nſequence of the 
power which the clauſe to the grant gave bim, 


he did, himſelf, acquaint his beſt friends i in Cal- 


| Cutta, that he was a ruined man, for that his old 


friends, Governor Haſtings and Doctor Hancock, 
preſſed him for a vaſt 8 of money, due to them = 
on bond, which he could not pay. I muſt trouble 5 
you, Sir Philip, to read the correſpondence an- 
nexed to this Letter, in order to aſcertain this fact, 
5 and ſome others 1 ſhall mention. If Mr. Sander- 


5 ſon did not know it, he was, perhaps, the only 


man in Calcutta Who did not. And further, 1 | 
think it very unlikely, that 2 man of Mr. San- 
- derſon's experience, ſhould think of finking ſo 


great a ſum of money, in a ſcheme made deſperate - 
— the vaſt ſums already uſeleſsly expended ; for 1 
ſhip had been at New Harbour, nor were any 1 


” likely to got there. The wharf had ſunk, and the 3 


LS £ £3 


. dock was not marked out. Captain F. armer's : 
LY Letter was not yet written, and Mr. Lacam- = 
dredit exiſted by expedients. The laſt of which 


was, the taxing of boats; and this, from the mo- 
ment it Was known, cauſed a general clamo and | 
. outcry in che ſettlement, as you, Sir Philip, have 
bee in * report aud appendix, though you 


have 


| boats, and not the grant irſelf, as it related to New 


not conſent; declaring that he had a right to tax 


| 0 5; * 
| 130010! 2843 
have pt 


ve proved c lietke e 1 If then Mr. Sabds bon 5 is 
ious, wh i he ſays, that his good opinion 'of 


om v3 


had continued, he muſt mean the clauſe to tak 
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| Harbour; j for you have ſhewn clearly, from Mr. 
Lacan 8 own account, that the Bengal government 5 
did not intend to take that away, but only to ſe- 
| cure the inland navigation from oppteſſion, by | 
altering the clauſe, To this Mr. Lacam would 


- boats, and refuſed, when called upon, by the order 


; — government, to ſend it in, to have the offen- 5 
Sa” five clauſe correcled. On this point the whole dif. 


pute hangs. Mr. Lacam, at the time he obtained 
the clauſe to his grant, was in a very diſtreſſed ſi- 
tuation in money matters, and ſo very ſhort a time 
Y elapſed between the granting the tax clauſe, and 

= the taking of it away, that I believe, i it would be 
difficult for Mr. Lacam to prove, that he had ſpent 
five pounds in buildings and repairs at New Har- 
bour in the interval; but, with his uſual art, he 
fixes his ruin on the reſumption of the grant, g 
though I ſhall prove from the accompanying cor- 


reſpondence, which he had with Mr. Price in 
=» 1776, and his own Letter to the Court of Direc- 
tors, that his ruin originated from another cauſe, 


"= bog. before the period we are © raking of. 


i UMBLED 


acam's plan continued, provided the grant . 


report, Sir Philip, moſt of them have their regular 
dates. This with the local knowledge 1 have of 


Jeumax xp and confuſctt- as the facts are in yoꝛ 


all the circumſtances, added to my perfe& ac- 


quaintance of Mr. Lacam's real character, will en- 
able me to ſhew you how much the Committee 7 
have been ee can] in this whole buſities, WM. 


g cou now to one of thi moſt extraordinary 


circumſtances recorded | in the report, in the 1 ch 1 


= Page. | 


th Jams to be an extract from a Letter, written 


i by the Governor General and Council at Bengal, 
daated the 25th of September, 1982, to Sir Edward 
3 Hughes, i inviting him to come with his Majeſty” 1 
ſquadron to Bengal; ſaying, * they had the 
I oreateſt ſatisfaction in telling him, that their 
Marine Surveyor, Mr. Richie, had lately aſcer- 
. 40 tained a channel 1 in the entrance of their river, | | 
which a ſquadron of the largeſt ſhips might _ 
5 ter with the greateſt ſafety, and through which © 
66 they might proceed to a ſtation near Channel © 
Creek, where they might paſs the monſoon with a 
« * the moſt perfect curry, &c. &c.” N 


3 this extract was ſent | to the Com- 


mittee from the Iadia. houſe, or brought to them 
by Mr. Lacam, it is clear, that it has been en- 
: tered on the face of your report, to impreſs the 


Houſe 


6 


Houſe with the idea, that this - newly. diſcavered 

Channel was Mr. Lacam's channel, leading eaſt af 
Sagur Iſland into New Harbour; than which, no- 
thing can be further from the truth. Mr. Lacam's 


channel, or Channel Creek, runs into the ſea, to the 


| eaſtward of Sagur Iſland. And this channel, Jately. 
 w/eertained by Mr. Richie, is on the eaſt fide of the 
old channel, or Hughly river, and on the weſt ſide 
of Sagur Ifland ; and the place of ſafety lies al- 
moſt due caſt from Kedgeree, on the other fide 
5 Hoghly river, and 2 little below, or to the fouth- 
ward of Mud Point, and therefore near t Chan- 
. Creet. = 


'F HAYE heard that this circumſtance was . 


= known to the Committee at the time, but I will 


not believe it; it is fo pitiful and temporary an 
expedient of ſinking the truth to ſerve the pre · 
ſent occaſion, as ſuited exactly the genius of Mr. 
Lacam, but is totally beneath the dignity of a 


Committee of the Houſe of Commons, and there- 5 


5 fore muſt bave been a device of che wen. ; 


ny by Mr. Richie' ALY (vide 1 your r appendix, : 
ts. 2) the 1 5th Paragraph runs thus. . 


« Ap preſent, the bar in a channel, near 
« Redgerce, | is a great impediment to large ſhips 
* being brought further up than Kedgeree road; 
-M but there i is great hopes that the enſuing "on 
yy peat a | 


|". $3 EK. a” = 
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il remove this amen : I heſſeveaiſa, Mm 
low, as it — Yrevents a great body of-the 
eb de from going wa that © Ways dee 
* 3 bf 5:6 „fl 
LIONS Zoll om: 
„une Capmin Richie PR in 117 ee now 
eome to paſs. The middle channel below is now 
55 open; and he propoſed to ay into Me er river 
8 wn ir, the epi 5 . 


1 ene Nieht gave the preſerenen © to Mr. : 
Lacam's project of repairing large ſhips at New 


Harbour rather than Calcutta, as may be ſeen all 


through his paper of remarks, (vide appendix ta 

pour report, No. 2 ;) but he never gave che leaſt : 
| countenance or ſupport, to Mr. Lacam's idea of 

 _ bringing in, or carrying out, ſhips direct to __ 

from New Harbour, as 1 will now prove: from 

8 8 o — OT „ 


* dne s lat game was Captain Farmer EH 
5 line. 1 have heard a very worthy and intimate 


friend of Captain Farmer's at Bengal, ſay, that 


Mr. Lacam drew up the Letter; and there are 
, Parts in it, which will juſtify my believing that it 
was a joint compoſition. Taking departure from 

a light-houſe on Point Palmiras, in order. to ſtand 

E over direct for another light e on a low ſandy point, 


| "Gabperous and dreadful lee ſhores in the-world, "is 


(£93) ) 


-Huphlriver by Channel Creek; in che küth-wen 
moenſoen, — —ämnüö. 


not the idea of a ſeaman. The aſſertion, that 
there are no regular rules, by which to carry ſhips 
into Hughly river over the Braſſes, is a falſehood 


ef which Captain Farmer was incapable.” So is 


lou Barrabulla head. Confounding together the 
Long Sand and the Braſſes, as Places on 'which 
ſhips have been loſt in the laſt ten years, carries 


that of the ſands being apt to ſhift any where be- 


tze mark of Mr. Lacam on the face of i it. On the 
firſt ſand many ſhips have been loſt ; the cauſe of 


| which] ſhall ſhew, when I ſpeak of the preſent E 


pilotage; but for the Braſſes, there never was a 
ſſmip loſt coming into Bengal River, on them, nor, 


as L remember, going out. Nor could Captain 
Fiatmer be capable of inſinuating, that the Marine 
Surveyor, in his remarks, or in any other manner 
or ſhape, gave countenance to the idea of carrying 


ſhips into Bengal river by Mr. Lacam? s rout, in | 


_ the ſouth-weſt monſoon. 
and honeſt a man. It is true that he, as well as 
Major Rennel, the Surveyor General, Plaſtead, 
and every other ſurveyor, point out in their 


WE graughts, many fair entrances into the lower pro- a 


vinces from the Bay of Bengal, but never mention 
D them as proper paſſages for the uſe of ſhips, either 
| . wr n! in the north-eaſt 1 * Sir, 


tions 3 


Mr. Richie i is too blunt _ 


= to the Governor General and Council, from Cap- 
ain Farmer's Letter (vide your appendix, No. 8.) 


6 14 * 
tion. But Lhaye in part-already, and ſhall furcher 
| on, ſhew you, Sir Philip, on what principles, and 
on what pretenſions, he has forced him on _—_ 
tention of the public in that character. ; 


Is page 26 of your repert,- it is ald, that in 
— of ſome extracts ſent by Mr. Lacam 


Captain Richie was ordered to make further ſur- 
veys of Channel Creek, and to report his opinion, 
where it en. be * to build a "aſe: 

houſes . 


Did the Marine Surveyor, in ; conſequence, of — 


„ this order, make further ſurveys and further | nn 
5 pott? If ſo, why was the new ſurvey not men- 
tioned | in your report, and the report | not entered 5 
mas appendix to your report, as the remarks of 
155 Captain Richie have been? If ſuch document 


| goth exiſt, and has been held back with intent to 
miſlead myſelf, or any other obſerver, on the re- 


port of your Committee, Sir Philip, (which may 
have been the caſe, Mr. Lacan D duplicity of —_ 


= rater conſidered) | hereby proteſt againſt its being, 


i future, produced againſt my reaſoning, on n this 
= e 


= hu becauſe the production of 1 a paper 
Would have Put out of dend, what i is now afferced 


35) 
by Mr. Lacam, and denied by me, viz; that Cap- 
tain Richie did countenance the idea of bringing 
in ſhips from ſea in the ſouth-weſt monſdon, by 
any channel whatever, eaſt of Sagur Iſland. [15 


| SeconDLy, becauſe Captain Richie had, in con- 
ſequence of the above mentioned order from the 
Governor and Council, a right to command ſome of 
the Company s ſloops to attend him, and it was 
his Unity to have 2 with ſuch order. 


3 Tmnviy; becauſe Mr. Lacam bimſelf has aſſert⸗ 
5 ed in the body of your report, and made Captain Sa- 
vage ſay, in No. 4 of your appendix, that the dif. 
: tance from his channel to Balaſore road, is ſhorter 
by ninety- two miles. It ſuch aſſertion is true, it was 
the duty of Mr. Richie, to lead the Company's 
loops out by that channel whilſt making his ſur- 


vey, to ſhew the pilots | how much better and ſafer 


©. them it would be, togo to their ſtations In the : 
* road of Balaſore by that _ 


esd ter and when that faſt had ben a 5 8 
certained, the Governor and Council would have 


ordered the maſter attendant to compel the pilots to 


|  ufe that channel out, to fave time and riſk: tho“ 
they could not give orders for them to conduct — 


ſhips in or out by that channel, without taking 
he ri on a themſelves. 2 


Ku IIe 6 


es Fir TH, 


(5356) 
© Wert Weestfedr k nototious from the e "IM 
that NY. Eacam did obtai from the Governor and 
Councif for every kind of afliſtance, as may be 
ſeen in your report, that he might have obtained 
ſuch order to the miſter attendant and the pilots, 
from the fame favouring and indulgent power, on 


the plea of its being for the public good, that the 
pitors ſhould thus, without expence to the Com- 


e pany, learn their duty from prafice, and not by 4 


looking at draughts and ſurveys on paper, which 
note one i in a hundred of Gn underſtand. 5 


Sura, lend inſtead of i ſuch ph 


ob viou „ fair, practicable, and candid means, to 

chilvilite the merchants of Calcutta, the Governor | 
and Council of Bengal, the Company s managers 
= home, the King's Miniſters, the Committee of | 


the Houſe of Commons, and the nation at large, 


SD that his plan was practicable and of public utility, ET 


he has conſtantly miſled them, by quoting Capt. | 


Farmer's authority, to prove what Captain Richie 
never ſaid, and Captain Richie, to prove what L 
Captain Farmer never ſaid, viz. that Mr. Lacam's 


= | paſſage was, in the ſouth-weſt monſoon, F 
wee 1 ol 5 

Tu eben purfind by the penman of your 
Committee, Sir Philip, like the penman of and. 
ther Committee which 1 could mention i ae 


vp reports, ſeems to me, calculated to conf 


ren 
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perple X, and miſlead, . Annees ener 
ter is promiſed. i in the outſet, is true; but lets any- 
man read your report with attention, to facts, 
dates and circumſtances, and if he can, without 
immenſe attention, and frequent references back · 
£ ward and forward, find out what is intended to he 


© proved, then am I miſtaken. Such proceedings 


are below the dignity of the Committee as a body, 
and the private character of every member of it. 

— muſt, therefore, attribute it to the careleſſneſs of 
the clerk, and the art of Mr. Lacam, in having 
no man ſummoned or heard, who could have ſhewn 
that the evidence examined, did not underſtand, 7 


"= did not ſpeak to the point before the Commit- 


tee; and this I will prove, without giving offence 
„ any one of them, in my recapitulation of che 
Wy evidence. T 


"2 MUST, Sir Philip, aſk fo to tell you a lle 
ſtory, not altogether digreſſional, or foreign to the 

matter in ** in con of * Pinion 8 
above ſtated. Be : 


2 was on = hatch: at 3 Houſe of Commons, 


whilſt your Committee was fitting on Mr. Lacam' FF 
| petition. Mr. Lacam, and the clerk to your 


Committee, came into the office where I Was, to 
fetch ſome papers. A very intelligent gentleman 
5 with whom I was talking, aſked me if Ik new Mr, 
CET 

cs plies 


Til 


£ 
exolq 109 
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plies he. 4 He will 8 favourible rephrhic- 

He ſeems to underſtand; matters in this quarter :- 
The gentleman with him, continues he, is clerk to- 
his Committee. Mr. Lacam having got the pa- 
pers he wanted, went out; and the clerk remain- 
ing to adjuſt and ſet to rights the others, I accoſted 
bim with a familiar humble ſervant; and Prayer: 
Sir, how does Mr. Lacam's buſineſs go on? O, 
ſwimmingly, Sir; all in his favour. Every evidence 


yet examined, confirm what others before them gave. * 


up; and many of them are men of the firſt rate 


5 abilities as ſeamen, and of the beſt credit. What, 


Sir, ſaid 1, then your cocks, like Lord Mor- 
daunt's, fight all on one ſide; no one amongſt 
them oppoſes the opinion of the other. Not one, 


Sir, rejoined he. I know ſomething | of the mat- 


ter before your Committee, Sir, replied I; but 


volunteer evidence is very improper; in particu- 
lar, as I ſhould differ from every man in the Com- 


mittee, if I may judge from what you ſay. Why 


faith, Sir, ſo you would, if you diſapprove Mr. 


Lacam' s plan. 1 certainly do diſapprove of it on N 


. many accounts. Will you, Sir, walk into the 


Committee? Not at preſent, Sir, I thank y you : YH 


am here on other buſineſs, to which I every mo- 
ment expect to be called down. My name is 
C. J. P. Sir; am well known to the petitioner, 
and ſome of the members of the Committee: — 
volunteer evidence, Sir, you know, & c. Tour 
moſt obedient ſervant. Sir, Lam yours. e 

ie ned 


impoſed on in the moſt artful manner, in a matter 
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parted and I heard no more ot it's ahd ban 
Mr. Lacam taken care co citeulate the report; 
raiſe my curiofity; Þ was not in the way to have ſeen f 
it. Membemof Parliament come not to our college; ur 
S compulſion of ibe Houſe. But chance has throw 
your report in my way. I have read it, and ſweat- 
ed: read it again; and in ſpite of myſelf, cried 
out, O fye, fye, at circumſtances and aſſeriions, 
in every page of the report and appendix. And 
now, Sir, I am impelled, I hope, on the beſt of 


2 


principles, to ſhew that your Committee have been 


thought worthy national attention; that muſt; that 


will ſupport me, if I am right; if I am . 7 Ja 
5 deſerve 1 none; nor ſhall 1 _— _ 10 ra! 
on fr nes ad reſpedts tis 8 _ difficuls 
ties attending the entrance of the Hughly river in 


, Bengal, by the old channel, or track now in uſe: 


The ſecond reſpects the advantages that are 


| likely to ariſe from the uſe of the new channel. or 
tte, faid to nave been explored by the petitioner. ; 


* 20 wc 2 nn was competen- 
ey af the evidence on the different heads, to which 
they ſpoke, I ſhalliclaſs them. The King's Ad- 
mirals rank firſt: and * extract from Sir-Geoige 

Dein Pococke” Im 


And the third relates to the grant, and the reaſons 
: which induced the Governor and Council to call 


— — of the petitioner, Fd 
8 ig 


; 80. Edward Hughes, page 19, e in 

his anſwer to Mr. Lacam's addreſs, that a carcening = 

harbour (not docking, mind that) muſt be a very 

great acquiſition; and the riſe of three fathom was 

ter, a very deſirable circumſtance ; but not a ward 1” 

do either of the heads of the report. The reaſon 
z plain. Sir Edward Hughes was at Bengal, in 


© 1774 and 1776, and though his largeſt ſhip was 


made to ſay, that he had been ſix years endeavour- 


ing to bring his plan to perfection. Sir Edward's 
Leptter to him, giving thanks for his plan of New 


235556, (vide report, page 19.) In this Letter, 
| there could be no mention of a new channel; ar 


— own account) ſhould have been at this time at leaſt 


olf the fifth rate, ſhe could not paſs what Captain 


Richie calls the bar of Kedgeree, and of courſe 


 eouldnotgo to New Harbour. In many parts of | 


| your report, Mr. Lacam, and others for him, are 


Harbour, is dated at Madraſs, the 7th of July, 


| it is dated at Madraſs, five days before the Grit 
hint of ſuch channel was ſtarted by Capt. Farmer 


e Bengal, (vide No. 3 of your appendix) Is it 


not ſingular that Mr. Lacam (if you believe bis | 


„ 2 to Fr han 
. . RN \ receive 


only to one man. Sir Edward knew his duty to 85 
his country, and preferred Bombay. But to what F 
3 purpoſe, Sir Philip, have the extracts from the let 2 


18 Hr ” © 

| evenings Pipe at Bengal; and that” Gr 4. 
Hughes, the King's commäanding 

Aſta, ſhould not have been applied to ac Web. | 

ject, though himſelf < on the TOs you oy 77 hong 


1775. 


Ir does not appear that the Letter of invitation 
to Sir Edward Hughes, from the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council, to come with his ſquadton 


to Bengal, dated the 25th of September, 1705 
could have reached him before the gale of wind 


which happened in October. If it did come to 


his hands in time, an officer with a ſhattered ſqua- 
|  dron; juſt come out of a moſt deſperate action 
with a ſuperior enemy, and i in Madraſs road late 


UE in October, muſt have known little of the navigt. 


tion of thoſe ſeas, if he had hoped to make a paſ- 8 


ſage to Bengal ſooner than to Bombay, ſuppoſing 
= doch places equally well provided for his reception. 


On the contrary, at Bombay there were dry docks, 5 1 
Wjharfs, ſtores of all kinds, and workmen ſafficiem; 
= Bengal, nothing of the kind was to be had, | 


except a new paſſage promiſed, known perfectly 


ters of the preſidencies of Bengal and Madrafs, 


0 fatinel had no connection with Mr. Lacam's ſup- | 
yorn channel: TH * chen introduce the ſubje& in- | 


deen given in your report? The newly diſcovered 


0523 


5 do a repott, which Kas no'velurivi' toe] Te — 
plied cenſure in the Madraſs extract, on Sir £d- 
ward's going with his ſquadron to Bombay; cannot 
affect the character of that ſecond Rodney, Suffrein's 
being before him on the coaſt, is a proof that that 
9 brave Frenchman, finding the port of Acheen as bare 
and improper a place to refit a ſhattered ſquadron, 
as Bengal river would have proved to Sir Edward 


_ gallant man, whoſe force was broke up, in cruiz- 
ing to pick up the merchant ſhips of the enemies 
of his country. He will not ſtay to meet his 1 mtre- 
pid opponent on the coaſt of Coromandel, in Feb- 
ruary or March 1783 $ if he does, Sir Edward 
Hughes will deſtroy his fleet, drive him off the 
coaſt, or block him up in Trincomaly harbour, 
until news of the | peace arrives in the month of May 
or June 178 3. to o relieve him. 216 


Mins: Dunn 0 GS eltd, Sir « Philip 5 
1 0 by ſome miſtake, given to Mr. Lacam what 
is Mr. Richie 8 due, 1 have been | in the laſt ** 
4 graph a little « eccentric. 4 78 e 1 — 


5 Tur end ode of colds toere Kingfs: PRE 
_ rains, Sir John Clerke and Captain Farmer. Fhe 
_ firſt; in his Letter to Mr. Lacam, dated January - 

the 1ſt, 1776, (vide your appendix, No. 1,) gives 

him very good advice, which, it he had followed, 
lou Committee would never have been troubled 


3 3 Vun 


Hughes, went to ſea to play the laſt game of- a 
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| Ua Aar Lacam's uniruths: In 3 


but Sit John's opinion, that Mr. Lacam's plan 
could never be made of uſe to King's ſhips 3 and 
this has been confirmed in tw-enty different parts 
of this my Letter! Sir John ſays little to the firſt 
head of the report, condemns the ſecond abſolute- 
w, and the third did not exiſt, at che time of his 
| writing the Letter. Sir Edward Hughes was him- 
elt at Bengal, at the time when Sir John wrote the * 
3 Letter. To have acted conſiſtently with his profeſ- 
ſons, Mr. Lacam ſhould have applied to the 
King's Admiral, and Commander in Chief on the 
ſpot, and not to an inferior officer. This Letter, N 
| however, was not ſent to the Governor and Coun- 
64], until Sir Edward H ughes had left Bengal. By | 


2 due attention to dates and circumſtances, 1 have; 


and will prove, from your own. report, t, that Mr. 


Lacam, by quoting gentlemen as his authority, 3 


5 for what they never ſaid, has, from firſt to laſt; 5 
miſled the Committee. Sir John Clerke knew Ben- 
gal river very well. He was a lieutenant of the 


Kent in 17573 ſaw and felt the difficulty of getting ” 


the King's ſhips over the eaſt and weſt channel, 
that is from Kedgeree to Mud Point, which laſt is 
juſt below New Harbour, and therefore wiſhed Mr. 
Lacam not to think of i it. To get an Indiaman E 
there, ſhe muſt ſtay at Kedgeree until ſhe is re- 


_ -gduced to fourteen feet ſix inches draught of water, 


which is little more than ſhe draws in ballaſt, and 
muſt t go back. « from New Harbour! in the ſame trim. 
F —— —— Wo: | 
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This is proved by Mr. Richie-in his rematles. N 6-4 
of your appendix. What uſe then could New 
HFlarbour be of to the King's and Company's ſhips? 
Very ſeldom any of them carcen at Bengal. If they 

do, and go over Kedgeree bar to do it, the only | 
difference lies in the riſk from Channel Creek _—_ 
| Calcutta, and back to Channel Creek: but as to 
 _ lJoadingand unloading, it is juſt the fame; for both 

muſt begin and end at Kedgeree, Ingellee, or Bar- 
frabulla head, as I ſhall prove to you, Sir Philip, 
beyond controverſy, when I come to the evidence 

of the rn of the Company 8 ere as 


wa New Harbour lies about five or fix miles 2 
. within the northermoſt end of Channel Creek, Mr. 
Lacam has artfully « contrived to confound the other | 
erid with it: and the phraſe, entrance into New 


. Harbour by Channel Creek, isſooften and ambiguouſly =; 


worded, that even the evidence themſelves, many. 
of them, have been miſled. Nay, he has had the 


temerity in his ſummary, (No. 6 of your appendix,) 

„ propoſe erecting batteries and mooring 2 
. ſhips, at the ſouth end of Channel Creek, in 

order to prevent the entrance of an enemy into 5 


Hughly river and New Harbour: though his beſt 
| friend, Captain Richie, had pointed out the north 
end, which lies weſt of Sagur Iſland, as the beſt 
poſſible poſition for the ſame purpoſe; in No. 2 of 
your appendix; and that ſhews clearly,” what dif: 
ET _ N had on the ſame i This 


fact 


low it. 
1 ther on. So much for his opinion on the firſt 


he would not have depended on Captain Richie's | 
| remarks, (vide No. 2 of your appendix,) yet be- 


"Wy 
fact is eſtabliſned by every one of the evidence 
whom Mr. Lacam has obtruded on the Commit 

tee to prove the reverſe, viz. that New Harbour is a 
ſafe, good, and a proper place to careen ſhips, con- 
ſtruct docks, &c. but that there is no coming to it 
ler CIP but in ballaſt, and 2 the old * 


nm mee Jay: (append Mas 2 9 
condemns the old channel, and aſſerts boldly, but 
5 untr uly, that there Are no fixed rules by which the _ 
2 pilots carry ſhips into Hughly river; that the ſands 


ſhife conſtantly ; ; which is only true in part; for 
they ſhift i above; the Barrabulla head, but not be- 


; He includes the Braſſes amongſt the other 
ſands on which thips have been loſt within ten 


years, which is not true; for no ſhips have ever 
been loſt on the Braſſes, and that Iwill prove fur- 


head. On the ſecond, he laments that the weather 3 
in July, would not permit him to go out from 


B Channel. Creek to the eaſtward of Sagur Ifland, or 


lieves them to be true; though in fact, they ſay nt 
1 word on the ſubject. Mr. Lacam quotes Capt 
Farmer's Letter, in Juſtification of his application = 
to the Governor and Council, for a further extent — 


of his grant of land and water, dated the 12th of 
Julys though his grant paſſed the Board on the 
aſt of e preceding month; but forgetting this * 
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eircunſtance, he, in another part of the! repd 


(vide page 25, laſt Lane 45.00 4 . 
mittee fay, e we ora 0 Dey Hy 1 


"IM eam Richie, agreeable to the inſtructions 
Ko © he received, gave Mr. - Lacam poſſeſſion of the 
« Jand and water compriſed i in his grant; and Mr. +2 
« * Lacam gave 3 receipt for it, expreſſing that it 
9 was read to him at the flag-ſtaff, in the preſence 
- of Captain Farmer, Commander of his n 8 


. ps Sea Horſe,” 


= Sir Philip, your Committee had not 


FOE 


deceived, they would, in this place, have cauſed 


the Committee to Captain Richie's remarks, 1 


Mr. Lacam to be aſked, Why, Sir, do you refer s 
at the Council Board on the 22d of May, 10G, = 


ide appendix,) for proof that there was a god 
poaſſage out of Channel Creek, eaſt of Sagur land, 


weich he thought a good one, though not a word | 


bol ſuch paſſage is mentioned in it; and then refer 
us to Captain Farmer's Letter, dated the 12th of 


a July, 1776, (vide appendix, No. 3,) to prove 


what Captain Richie never aſſerted; Us almoſt i 
dhe ſame breath inform us, that thoſe two. gentle- | 


men were at New Harbour i in the month of June, | 
io put you in poſſeſſion; Captain Richie with an 


# pe 


of Council in his pocket, to re explore the 
paſſage out, and Captain Farmer with the beſt diſ- 
E n with in, and nn > 

5 Tor IT 


AG) 


pot, yet, awit.. fo fayourable an opportyaity for | 
carrying thoſe gentlemen. down through Channel 
Creek into Balaſore road at once, which would have 
put an end to the diſpute on the ſecond head of the 


Committee's enquiry, relative to a clear and good 


channel, which now reſts on your own aſſertion; 


for Captain Farmer only ſays in July, that be be- 
lieves what Captain Richie did not declare in his re- 
5 marks, read at the Board i in the month of May? ? 


Sven a queſtion, Sir Philip, fon ha Commit- | 
tee, by the mouth of their Chairman, would have 
made Mr. Lacam have put his trumpet to his car, 1 
and faultering ſay, ſix or ſeven times, pray, Kr. 2 
ſpeak. W 1 cannot hear you. 5 


ura Waghorn will be * kind as to excuſe = 


Wks not ranking him with the King's Captains. ; 


. Though he had the honour at that time to bear a 


lieutenant's commiſſion in the navy, his evidence 
was taken by the Committee as commander of a 


BY Company" 8 freight ſhip... It will be noted when 1 e 


come to o that claſs of dene, 4 


* 


Mr. Lacam, as mentioned in the report, page 19. 
peak: in general and very friendly terms, on Mr: 
Laeam's plan, ſuppoſing it to be well founded; and 
officially 4 1 their ſuppont to its. 
goqt but 


oi e in Sir William 8 1 ES 
Par. Nathaniel Smith, in their ſeveral letters. to 


4 


but clay, nothing, direct on either head, under the 
conlideration of the Committee. IJ have heard, 
Sir Philip, that you are a good man and a great 
patriot; but never having had the honour to ſee 
you, do not know whether you are old or young. 
If the former, many a time, and long ago, you = 
muſt have noted, that it is held to be good. honeſt, 
and prudent policy, that miniſterial men, in the ex- 
ecutive department of every government, in evety 
Part « of the world, from a King to a Churchwar- 
3 where power is conferred and held, as in 
Eogland, by the good will of the million, ſhould 
never ſend a man away diſcontented, or out of hu- 


„ nay, abſolute tyrants will ſooner cut a man 
9 off by their power, than offend him by their man- 


| ners. 's Directors of the Eaſt India Company, wha. 5 
come into office by the votes of Proprietors, and go. 
out by rocation, are certaiply commendable in pur- 
ſuing that pleaſing caſy policy. Had the above 


mentioned three gentlemen fund on the Compa- : 


_ ny? 8 records, any circumſtance to Juſtify their 

| ſtrong interpoſition, for compelling the ſhifting la. 
Mr. Lacam calls it) the channel into Bengal, they. 
would not have forgotten their political engage · 


we ments. As their opinions ſtand in the report, de, 


can have no weight i in the preſent buſineſs; nor 


ſhall I offend them by ſaying lo; at leaſt L hope 87 = 


for god men ſtart not at truth; though like their 


Z progenitors, Adam and Eve, they may wiſh a ſig- 4 


leaf 0 bed it; 5 2 ee of delicacy. highly, . 
RES "Es — commendable 


699 
commendable but fach as my full 


me to feel" in the preſent inftance. 


LY * as > a”. N * 


ay HAVE'tO bile rdon of Commodore Richard, 


fon, he having been a lieutenant in the King's ſer- 
vice, and by Some accident, become a one year's 
. Commodore i in the Company s ſervice at Bengal. 
He may diſpute his right to rank with the King's 
1 This 1 ſhall give up; but I never will - 
admit bim to be a proper judge of either the firſt 8 
or ſecond head, under the conſideration 7, ws 
Committee; and indeed he ſpeaks to neither of 
them in quality of ſeaman or pilot, as may be ſcen 8 
5 by a reference to his evidence i in page 9 of the re- 
port: : what he there ſays, i is in the character of chu- 5 
nam, or lime, contractor to the Company. He 
had water gratis at New Harbour from his brother 
contractor, to furniſh 300 boats at a time; thathe 
found it to be wholeſome, xc. Why, Sir Philip, = 
did you not aſk him, whether this was before, _ 
after Mr. Lacam's grant to tax boats? Whether 
To could ſupply ſuch a fleet in two tides ? Whether 
the tax was demanded ? Whether he did, or would 
have paid it? Whatever might have been the 5 
modore's anſwer, the information which the | 
Committee was inſtituted to ſeek, would have grown — 
His faying that New Harbour is more 


out of 1 it. 


nowledge” 


the itue character of che petitioner, will: not os 


_ healthy than Culpee, is ſaying nothing, for both N 2 
Maenner e bar. — ir contra- 
diects 


' 4 * 147 
ol 


1 


(90) 


Us ther evidence of Captein Richie, who lays, 


LY his famous remarks, appendix, No. 2, N 
* New Harbours: paragraph. 11, 


58 TY conceive it ry) be difficult to 408 
« any of the commanders of the King's ſhips, that 


Fe bringing of their men in from ſea, to breatge 


the air of a wild and luxuriant vegetation, would 

9 contribute much to their health; and I believe 
that no conveniency whatever, would make them 
e refit the ſhips at the expence of health or lives Ss - 
< the people; therefore the firlt thing to be done 
s about Channel Creek, ought to be to deſtroy tho 
4 " Jungle to ſome diſtance on all ſides, and to lay — 
— the country ** * towards Culpee. 


Acam in paragraph 1 12, 


* « Tun 12 ahi the 1 end af b 5 
— « Creek, are at preſent of no uſe to any one; but 
a little induſtry. might make them valuable to 


« „the Company. It is only ten years ago, that 


— the lands about Culpee, were in much the ſame 5 


« ſtate; but they 1 now wear a different face 3 and 5 


« the inhabitants, if we may judge by: their habi. 4 
J « * tations, are become a multitude.” * 55 
Tux en. never abs a net in ht. 
5 an, except the ys and that for ane ſhort. 
voyage: * Fr i Sheriff of Calcutta, be be- 

_ came 


paick off in 1779. So that his experience of the 


4 5r : 
eite a Emmodore fi #748,” and was reddeed and 


winds and currents which prevail in the Bay of 
Bengal, was ſo very trifling, that I wondero find 
him venture to give his opinion in oppoſition to 
the judgement of Sir Edward Hughes, who has, at 
two different times, commanded the King's fleet 
for five years in thoſe ſeas : for being aſked by the 


Committee, Whether, as the fleet under Sir 


Edward Hughes, had been detained upon the 
& coaſt, till the monſoon. broke up, it could; in 
E its crippled ſtate, have got to New Harbour to he 


e refitted.” He ſaid, it might have got thither 


* much ſooner and better, than to Bombay: and 


1 being aſked, 86 Whether ſhips, when their maſts =, 
and yards were gone, can go to windward, ” we 


ce well as they can go to leeward, (a hope. for the 


honour of the Committee, that no ſeaman __ 
preſent when that queſtion was aſked,) he ſaid 


«undoubtedly they could not, but that they would N 
have more beating to windward, in going to 


- Bombay, than to Ne ew Harbour,” —Bravo, 7 9 


15 nn 1 Bravo 5 


I bim char Sir ir George Þ Poeocke hail dah ad 6 


5 8 to have defended his brave brother x 


officer's honour, from ſuch queſtions and from ſuch. 


_ anſwers/Had he been there, he would have felt the 


injury, and infolmed rhe Committee, that in his | 
be the conduct of Sir Edward 9 Hagar" 


. 1. Es | — | not 


au» 


nat before them: but if it was, he could. allure 
them on his honour, that when he was ſecond: in 
command on the coaſt of Coromandel, in the year 
1586, and Admiral Watſon was called upon to go 
with theiKing's fleet to Bengal, to re-eſtabliſh the 
;ompany's factory, they ſailed from Madraſs road 
at che end of October, but did not arrive in Bala- 


fare road, until Chriſtmas day, and then with part 


of the ſquadron only, having ſuffered much from 


co0Chontrary winds and currents. On the reverſe, it 
„ always uſual for the {quadron, both when " 
Vas ſecond and firſt in command, during his ſtay 


in India, to leave the coaſt of Coromandel, on or 


before the 15th of October, to avoid the monſoon. 


. the month of November, without a fingle excep- 3 
tion of one year, and generally i in one month, from 


e time of leaving Madraſs, or other part of the 
; Coromandel coaſt ; becauſe in October, the cur- 


rents ſet them out of the Bay, round the Iſland of ” 
Fo Ceylon; $: and in November, the eaſt-north-eaſt 
land winds, are ſo ſtrongly ſet in on the Malabar 


. coaſt, and the ſea wind in that early part of the ſea 


and to get to Bombay. every ſbip of them, i in all 


ſon, comes in from the weſt-ſouth-weſt, which to- 


ther, gives fourteen hours fair wind i in the tuen · 
| e. from Cogn Comorin. to Bombay,” ye: 


i —— Richardſon biens when 1 
uid Sir Edward Hughes and his ſquadron, could 
n. ew [Harbour * ? By the old channel they 
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could: not; and Captain Richie's channel ix not 


Inland. Has he forgot that before he left Bengal, 


ſufficient, : 


; Tux | Governor General and Council of Bengal 1” 
5 had a bad time of it. The country ſwarmed with pro- 
jectors of all denominations, who peſtered them every 
council day with petitions and counterpetitions, com- 

2 plaints and anſwers, replies and rejoinders againſt 
done another, as troubleſome and as badly ſupported, 


Chantie} Creek; but #ear to Channel Creek, and the 
way to it is on the weſt, not the eaſt fide of Sagur 


the land about New Harbour cleared by Mr. Las 
cam for his chunam buſineſs, WAS again overgrown. 
That ſince the war, no ſupplies of marine ſtores 
2 of any kind, fit for King's ſhips, have been ſent to 1 85 
Bengal; and ſince the Dutch have been routed, the 
whole kingdom of Bengal cannot furniſh a lower 
maſt, or yard, for a line of battle ſnip; and does > 
he not know, that at Bombay, all thoſe things 
EN are always ready, and that a fifty, a fixry-four, and 1 5 
à ſeventy- four gun ſhip, may be in dry decks at = 
ſame time? Send a fhattered fleet of ſhips | to 
Portſmouth, and an other to Milford Haven, in 
their preſent ſtate, and ſee which would be out firſt; 
but enough of Commodores z one of the clas „ 


as your borough petitions, on the firſt ſitting of a 

new Parliament. And vonder your Committee; Sic 

55 Philip, from a fellow. feeling, did not diſmiſs Mr. La- 

| cara his petirion with — ab a litigious 
Hl --: teizer 
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teiner of the Houſe. Had you! ow: A bs 


Company's records, for the complaints againſt Mri 
Eacam; inſtead of admitting his defence as the only 
evidence, you would have found, that the pre- 


cec ding admirtiſtration at. Bengal, had been wors 


ried for ſix years by Major Watſon,” about docks 


he had commenced ſuits at law againſt the Com- 


5 . pany's managers abroad, loaded the India Houſe, 
gat home, as Mr. Lacam has done, with cart loads 
: | of plans, draughts, ſurveys, complaints, petitions; 


= obraited the grant of ſome land firſt; then of more 
Anand, then of land and water, then of a clauſe to be 
A added to his grant to tax veſſels, is as much 1 


| under bead the third, page 20 to 33 incluſive; 


before 1 have done with your report) are at length 


&c. &c. and though he has ſunk eighty thouſand | 


and dock yards, as well as by Mr. Lacam. Thar 


pounds of bis 0WNn money, has not yet given up che 
11 docking the navy of England, at Calcutta, 5 
| i In Bengal z and, by a reference to Mr. Richie's 8 re · 2 
| marks, appendix, No. 2. you will find that ſur- 


88 friend to Lacam' * 


* ſtatement of the manner how Mr. Lacam : 


LE confounded and perplexed, as every other part of 
| your: report. Moſt of it, however, is to be found 


where Mr. Laeam's pretended i injuries (for he fuf- | 
fered none, but from his own folly, as I will prove 


wien With * that . which was deemed 


6379 Oe 5 | necelliry 


veyor the enemy * Watſon 8 Plan, rather than * L 


| ance of government, to go on with his defign of 


EE EY 


Aerion the paſſions of the tnembers of both 
Houſes: at Weſtminſter, and that in Leadenhall- 
ſtreet, in his favour. In anſwer to this piteous tale: 
the Governor General and Council ſimply ſay, that ĩt 
having been repreſented to them by Mr. Lacam; that 
his plan might prove of public utility, if carried into 
execution, they were willing to give him every aſſiſt- 


conſtructing wharfs, docks, &c. for repairing ſhips. 
| That to land already granted: him, as the Com- 
pany's contractor for chunam, they added as much 


| | more as he aſked for in Channel Creek, with 2 


| : certain extent of water, which he repreſented as ne- 
ceſſary to compleat his New Harbour, for the uſe 
1 ſnips — Boats were never once mentioned. That 
ttthis grant was given in the month of June, 1776. 
A few days a'ter, at the requeſt of Mr. Lacam, 2 
clauſe was added to the grant, permitting him to 
= charge one hundred rupees for all three maſt veſ- 
ſels, that ſhould remain two tides at New Harbour; 
fifty for two maſt veſſels, and ten for one maſt veſ- 
ſels. That in a few weeks after this clauſe was 


3 added to the grant, great murmurings were heard 
in the ſettlement, and ſeveral complaints —— - 


to their Board againſt Mr. Lacam's oppreſlions; 
khat on a fair enquiry, they found that Mr. Laeam 
had in his plan, which marked the extent of watet 
granted to him, included a place where the inland 
trading country boats bad always been uſed to ſtop. 
to wait a late and * time for gaing inta the 
zieh S te great 
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great river. That it was not the intention & g0s 
vernment to deprive them of their right, or permit 
them to be taxed, for continuing to uſe that right. 
That this circumſtance was not mentioned by Mr. 
Lacam, or explained to the Board, when he ap- 


OY Creek, to be included in his grant. That the ap- 


plication for the tax clauſe was made after the grant 


itſelf had paſſed the Board · That the Governor 


and his Council conceived, that the expreſſion one; 
two, and three maſt veſſels, meant only veſſels 


plied for a part of Barratulla river, or Channel 


bound out zo, or in from ſea; nor did it occur to 


them, that the term one maſt veſſel, could be in- 1 


tended to mean all ſorts of inland navigation craft, 0 
1 which are open boats, that is, without decks, 
have no keels, nor are they i in any ſhape calculated 


for, or intended to go out to ſea; that their ideas 


| were confined to ſuch veſſels as were conſtructed for, 
and actually employed in the ſea trade of Bengal, or 
ſuch as ſhould come from abroad to Bengal, and 
remain two tides at New Harbour; and, in this 
Fen ſenſe, the Board offered to continue the grant, but 
na wiſe to permit Mr. Lacam to tax the inland nn 
navigation of the kingdom. VVV 


5 Tas ah candid, and fair proceeding, in | in the | 
Governor and his Council, had not the leaſt 
weight with Mr. Lacam; for on the 4th of 


— November, 1776, he abſolutely refuſed to have 


| his clauſe to tax one maſt veſſels, or boats, al- 
Pn: tered, nor would he ſend i in his grant for that pur- 
4 E 


Bengal. 
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pbſe. - 
Council, to defend the inland trade from oppreſſion, 
and Mr. Lacam to tax all veſſels indiſcriminately, 


Both ſides were reſolute: the Governor ue" Ty 


who ſhould ſtop two tides within his lines: Such, 


Sir Philip, is the real ſtate of the caſe as ſer forth 
in your report, when ſtripped of all that confu- 
ſion and partiality, which gives to the reader's 
mind the bias intended. It is confirmed by 
the affidavits of Governor General Haſtings, Mr. | 
| Barwell, and Mr. Francis, (vide report, pages 16 
and 17) three gentlemen, who were members 
of the government when the grant was given; 
and when that part of i its operation was ſtopped, * 


which: related to taxing the boats; for the grant is N 


now in Mr. Lacam's poſſeſſion, and he might, if ge 
pleaſed, have gone on with New Harbour. All that 


follows after Mr. Lacam' s declaration of the 4th of 


November, 1776, to the Bengal Committee of Re- | 


venue (vide page 28 of your report) expreſſing —_ 


aſtoniſhment at their application for his grant, to " 


ter it, and his reſolution to maintain his right, : —_ 
not give it up, is, in fact, foreign matter, and nt 
at all to the purpoſe. The grant was given in June. 
1776, and its revenue operations ſtopped on the 1 
3d of October. It was referred to the Company i 1 
Europe, and to che Supreme Court of Judicature at 


It was a point of law; and in that ſtate re- 


ferred to Parliament, and by them to a Committee. 
By the Committee, Mr. Lacam has been recom- 


mended back to the Company, and he is (as I 
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2 * heard): to have as n 
Creek as he wants; but this will not ſatisfy him. 

He looks forward to the next {eſſions of Parlia- 
ment, in expectation that your Committee will ſup- 

pert the recommendation they have given him in 
the report, and bring forward his claims to high 

nan in the Company's civil ſervice at Bengal, when 
Mr. Burke's Bill for regulating the national affairs 
in _ ſhall come betore the Houle, } Boy: 


a» MAN, Sir | Philip, FA how are to 


3 envelope truth in a wilderneſs of fiction, as Mr. 
L.acam has been, can, in three ſentences, convey 
untruibs, ſuch as will demand reaſoning ſufficient | 

to fill a quire of paper to expoſe them; and in 
your report there is as good a crop as I ever ſaw, 
except in the ninth report of the Select Committee 

„ 0 India affairs; which, in truth, is ſaying no 

more than that Mr. Burke is a better hand at it 

dan your 3 though aſſiſted he Mr. La- 
9 755 cam 1 . 3 


e next ch af e ace are a 3 | 


e ers of the Company” $ freight ſhips (che claſs of Sur- 
| veyors, I purpolely poſtpone to the laſt); z. of theſe 
ttzhere are ſeven, viz. Captains Roddam, Newte, 
Beromfield, Preſton, Lewis, Waghorn, and Sa- 
vage. They are all enemies to the old channel, and 
_ juſtly o, as things are managed with reſpect io 
TTT „ 


(tes n 
ings and loſſes ſtrongly im printed on their minds, 
and recatied by the Committee's queſtions, ſome of 


them have given way to ſtrong aſſertions, ſuch'as 
I cannot paſs by, without remark: Captain Preſ- 
ton aſſerts, that ſhips are frequently loft on the 
Braſſes, which is a great miſtake; they have been 


known to touch on the eaſtern Braſſe in going over 

that ſand, into the fair way, by the pilots entering 
on it too ſoon or tco late in the tide, with ſhips 
drawing twenty feet water and upwards, bound 
into Bengal river; outward bound, they never go 
that way; nor did I ever hear of a ſhip being loſt 

on croſſing the Braſſes into Bengal river. On the - 
Li Sand, Barrabulla Sand, and French Flat, 2 
have known many loſt, but moſtly in going 8 
The reaſons for which I will explain when I ſpeak 
of the pilots. | The declaration made b by the ſame 
gentleman, that there is not the fftieth part of the 
danger in approaching New Harbour, that there is 
in the old channel, is an inconſiderate declaration — 
for a Maſter of the T rinity Houſe to make, who 
never ſaw New Harbour, or the new channel to 1 
but on paper, if we credit his own. account, as 

_ given in the report : many other of his aſſertions 5 
are too warmly expreſſed, being founded on the . 
aſſſertions of other men. it Caprain Preſton ever f ag 
was at New Harbour, i it was by going in at the 
north end, and truſting to Mr. Lacam's account for 
the paſſage out to ſea, as Captain Bromfield, and 

19 3 other perſon, except Captain Savage, did, 

a H2 — 


© Cre ea tte Loos —— 
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which Jaſt, was the only Europe Captain that Mr. 


AT 


Lacam could intice to paſs « out to. ſea by | his few 
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Channel, and that i in a {mall boat, i in Pd month of 
J. anuary, 1777. three months after the buſineſs, at at 
New Harbour was diſcontinued by the Council 
General, calling for the grant in the | preceding, 
. October. Vide your appendix, No. 4. I there-, 
fore cannot admit Captain Savage's pits es as of 
any conſequence. He went out in a boat a few 
5 miles 1 in the fair ſeaſon, as all the ſurveyors who 
ever had examined that coaſt eaſt of Sagur Iſland, 
had done before him, but not with a view to its. 
being frequented in the ſouth-weſt monſoon. For 
want of attending to that circumſtance, and their 
taking all for granted. which Mr. Lacam was 
pleaſed to aſſert (as your Committee have done) . 
without baving him croſs examined or brought = 
the teſt of truth, their whole evidence on the 
| ſecond head, is not only very imperfect, but to- 
tally inadmiſſable, becauſe it is mere matter of 
5 opinion, founded on the opinions of others, and 
imply looking on plans and ſurveys on your table. 
For it does not appear in evidence i in any part of the 
whole report. that any one of the Company's pilot 
floops, orother veſſel, properly equipped for ſea, ever 
went out through Channel Creek into Balaſore road, 
or into Channel Creck from Balaſore road to the 
_ eaſt of Sagur, during the whole fix years of Mr. ta” 
cam's inveſtigation. This is the more extraordinary, 5 


as the Governor and Council were much inclined” 
4 2 | 225 18-2154. 10 bb 51 Rt 


in the very height of the ſouth-weſt monſoon, 892 
worſt time of the year, July, Auguſt, and Septem- 

| ber. Coming from ſteady gales and fair weather 
in the middle of the bay, they enter, with fear and 
trembling, 
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to ſerve bim; and by 1 his 4ccount, flooj Ty I 
8 would bare ſaved ninety· two miles, 1 paſting ing 
out through | Channel Creek. rather than by In- 
gelle. Again, I fay, that chere is ſomething ſo 
very myſterious i in this part of Mr. Lacam's evi- 
dence, that it is wonderful, it never ſtruck the 
fancy of the profeſſional men, if they attended in 
perſon on the Committee, and minded what Was 


going on. 55 


— 


Tuvs! it is 7 that the whole of the Com- 
pany 8 Europe commanders knew little on the 8 
ſecond head, from their own experience. On the . 

third chey could ſay nothing; and though una- 

nimous in the firſt, I rather believe it aroſe from an 95 
idea that there was a better paſſage proved to exiſt, 
bur that the government, with all its inferior of- 
ficers belonging to the marine eſtabliſhment, the 
merchants of the place, and maſters of country 
ſhips, were, from prejudice, to one inſignificant in- 
dividual (for that was Mr. Lacam's reaſoning to 
them) determined 1 not to uſe * 1 


Tur prejudices af the Europe nnen 
againſt the old paſſage, ariſe from the following 
cons: | they arrive in Balaſore road from Europe 
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— the wild, dreary, and comfortleſs road 
of Balaſore; and ſearing to approach Point Pal- 
miras as near as they in great ſafety might do, by 
ſome leagues, they haul up for the road too far 
down on the eaſt fide of the common rendezvous 
of the pilot loops, which, during theſe months, is 
cloſe under Point Paimiras. Here their evils be- 
gin; the maſter attendanr, and all his crew of pi- 


lots, are given up to old Scratch. Not a ſloop 
in the road; not one, by heavens! | O, the 


Company are finely ſerved! Al the ſcoundrel | 


| pilots have quitted their ſtations, to go in with 
ſome foreign, or paltry - country ſhip—Purſer, 9 
note this in the log- book. —A fail ! a ſail !—Where, 


5 O, where Due weſt. Come, my boys, up an- 
chor z it muſt be a ſloop .— When, lo! behold ir 
z bs a country ſhip, which informs them, that all the 


- floops : are ten leagues weſt ; from one of which they | 


| had obtained, a mate, or gunner, to carry them 1 in- 
to the river; but adviſe the Europe Captain to 


ſtand to the weſtward again on the ebb tide, and 


| keep firing guns and burning lights, and he would EY 
ſoon find them. —0, the devil; all wrong again !— 1 


This is done on purpoſe to kecp out of the way of the 4 


Company Sſhip-, becauſe they get more money by ears. 
rying in the country ones. Note that, Purſer: Aye, 


aye, Sir - A fail! a ſaill Another, another : Four, five - 


Dutch, French, Engliſh; all ſtanding down upon us. 5 


Ves, yes, now the raſcals know that we ſee them, they = 


2 vin come in fleets,” In ſuch temper of mind, three 
e times 
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times in i deux they Et a pilot, and deliver over to 
his charge, a ſhip ſeldom drawing leſs than twenty 
feet water. The pilot runs on until the loop, 
which goes a- head, makes the ſignal for ſhoaling 


her water. Captain, ſays the pilot, order the ſhip 
to be brought to an anchor, we cannot go over 


55 Os until to-morrow half flood. When will 


that be? About dinner-time,—* Damn you, and 


your Braſſes to hell. If I was a Fiench or a 


Dutchman, you would carry me in directly; you - 
get by them : our Company are obliged to pay 
you, work or play.” Tbus do they teaze themſelves 
and the poor pilots, becauſe the weather looks ter- 
rible, Every neceſſary and prudent delay is 


charged to his obſtinacy, and if accident hap- 


pes, mutual accuſation enſues. At length, they k 
arrive at Kedgeree. This place being the bigheſt 


vp the river to which the ſhip can go without un- 
loading. to fifteen feet draught af. water or leſs, | 
ſhe i 1s moored there; the pilot returns to the road, : 


odr carries the Captain and his paſſengers to town, 


" " ſtated time for cruiſing in Balaſore road 1s 


The Captain ſuſtains damage, and oft· times 


b in getting his private trade up to town. It 
eins inceſſant, the country freight ſloops are bad, 


floods immenſely rapid, inſomuch that they are of- 

ten times ten days from the ſhip to town. Nor 
would it be better, if they were over the eaſt and 
veſt channel, and ſaug in New Harbour; becauſe 
un . muſt be out of the ip before ſne 


could ; 


| ſent on board, until ſhe is down at Ingellee, and 
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could gb there; and ſhe muſt ——— 
— So that as the Captains and Miw;; 
Laram have failed to prove another ptacticable 
paſſage at this ſeaſon of the year, all they have 
ſaid on the ſubject has been thrown away, and can- 
not be made to apply to public or private in- 
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detained until the firſt of March, their evils return 


with ten-fold force; for the Company' s cargo muſt 
go down before their own, for very obvious re- 


ſons; and as ſoon as the ſhip comes to draw 1) feet 
water, the pilot proteſts againſt more goods being 


5 there, when ſhe draws 18 feet water, another pro- 1 
teſt enſues, and down ſhe muſt go to the Barra- "Re 


bulla head, to compleat her cargo: then ĩt is that 
the ſoutherly winds play the very devil with the 
wat ſtores and Captains private trade; country 5 


ſſiloops cannot get down againſt the winds, in leſs 3 


ume than they required to get up againſt the 


- 3 goods, people, officers, paſſengers, St. 


Helena ſtores, Private trade, live ſtock, and God 
knows what, go all to wreck together, and E 


poor pilot is again abuſed for what he can no more 3 


5 help, than he can prevent the winds from blou- 
iag. The evil continues and in reaſes, until at 
length, the Captain gets to ſea wiih half his an- 
chens, * his — and dameimes half. his 


at e dle 


(CLE 
people, ſtotes, and private trade, leaving Bengal; 
bee vengeance on the Governor and Coun- 
ci, Board of Trade, maſter attendant, and all his 
depeadents, for not Ibifting (as Mr. Lacam has it) 
the entrance into Bengal river, after ſtaying three 
or four months there; without convincing him- 


ſelf whether ſuch a thing is practicable or not, 


further than what Mr. Lacam had told him. 


Here, Sir Philip, are reaſons enough to convince 


you from whence the ſour ſpirit of thoſe gentle- Z 3 


men ariſe. Had you gone through the whole ſer- : 


vice, you would Fed had the ſame diſmal Ace 
connt from every Captain who had been but once 


5 at Bengal, and came away in any month in which 
dhe ſoutherly winds prevail; that is, from March 


oy games of hazard. The Company cannot compen- 


N to November. Loſers will be complainers at all 


ſate theſe gentlemen for their loſſes and ſufferings, 


8 nor filence them until a handſome ſalary ſhall be 
given in lieu of all private trade: which might ds 
ſomething : bur what ſhall we do with their con- 


rrl—radictions of one another's poſitive evidence, 
| Commodore Richardſon, in page 9, recommends 3 
the water of New Harbour as excellent. Captain . 

3 Lewis, in page 6 of the report, ſays that the water 
for a ſhip lying at the Barrabulla, is obliged to be 


filled ſeveral mi 
were not bigger than ſome of the Commodore s 
tbree- hundred, 1 ſuppoſe! And Captain Preſton 


above Calcutta. His water boats + 


lays, in page gs that New, Harbour i is _w_ miles I 


Aas in 


well known to theſe ſeveral claſſes of men, that 
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10 5 fraight line below Calcutta. Why, then, did 
Captain Lewis ſay, he was. obliged: to ſend above 
Calcutta for water? The whole eee of 
ſuch kind of evidence. 4 e bebe” Son 


"Tax Compiny” $ ebnet of ng FS is 
now, I believe, fifteen; i in each of theſe, there is a maſ- 
ter, two mates, a gunner, and two quarter maſters, 
training up for pilots: beſides theſe, there are twelve 
full pilots in the ſervice, and always one in each ſloop. 
lhlbeſe gentlemen never carry in a ſhip but of the larg= 
e.ſit kind, ſuch as men of war, the Company's own 
Europe ſhips, and ſome country ſhips of great bur- 
den. He always moves into the ſhip. himſelf, and 


ſends his ſloop a- head to make dgnals: but when 
an inferior ſhip, or other veſſel, comes into Bala- 


ſore road, and wants a pilot, the head pilot puts 
on board of ſuch a veſſel, a maſter, mate, gunner, 
or quarter maſter, according to her burden, or ſuch 
man as the full pilot will truſt with the veſſel, =» 
without going himſelf. And the ſoundings are fo 


they-go off, even in the night time, with the veſſels 


entruſted to their care, though often two hundred | 


or chree tides; for there are marks or buoys to 
direct them all the way, after they get over the eaſt- 
ern Braſſe; but they truſt chiefly to their ſound- 
_ ings, the moſt perfect navigation in practice. Itꝭis 
the duty of this man to retura in the next ſloog 
that leaves town, to 8⁰ into Balaſore road; by 

which 


miles from Calcutta, and run her up to ton in tw 


( αν N 


na pilots of all ranks in Balaſore road, in re- 
gaular rotation- Ho] much deceived was Captain 
Farmer, when he ſaid, or was made to fay, in ap- 


pendix, No. 3, that there are no rr rows for 
Pane into Og river ? ? 


Warn . Prefin. tun, 4 in - page s was 
the report, that it often happens that the pilots do 
not know where they are, he muſt mean ſome of 
the lower graduates amongſt the pilots. Some ac- 
| cidents will happen in ſo complicated and difficult a 
navigation, as the men trained up to be pilots are, 
in moſt ports of the world, the moſt illiterate people. 
The profeſſion i is a ſtate of ſuch continual _— SO. 
1 Bengal, that men with better proſpects than ms ” 
of: being, during life, common ſeamen, will not en- | 
ter into the ſervice; but the full pilots, Who have 
: charge of the King and Company's s ſhips, have —_ 
much at ſtake, to be put from their courſe by the 
pecviſh infinuations of 1 impatient men, to whom they e 
owe no obedience. In 17 57, the gallant Admiral 
Watſon, going up Hughly river, in his Majeſty? 1 
ſhip Kent, of ſixty-four guns, ſeeing, (as he con- 
cCetived, ) the ſhip. on the point to be run on ſhore 
amongſt the buſhes, ſpoke to the man at the Wheel 
to put the helm a ſtarboard. The pilot, without re- 
garding the Admiral, ſhook his cane at the helm. 
man, ſaying, Mind me, you Sir; I have charge 
of the ſhip; if you ftir the helm, but to my order, 


An knock * down. The Admiral felt the im- 
| propriety 


which means there is a' echt ſupply of loops 85 | 


FOE 
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rig ety of his own. nt a I, left Py quarter 
dee 5 , faying. to. Captain Speke, I like = fel- ; 
1005 co onfidence 1 in his own judgement, and ever 
| after ſhewed an attention to him, ſeldom ſhewn by 
men in his exalted ſtation to pilots. I mean 50 
offence to the commanders of the Company” 8 ſhip: CE 


when I fay that the pilots are reſponſible during 


* on 


duc time they are on board, and ought not to be 


ttretted and n, treated ; it anſwers no good 
5 . | ON ns A 
To dt at once this article, 1 repeat, bn very 
, ow ſhips are loſt going into Bengal river, though 
drawing twenty feet water and upwards, and never 
any on the Braſſes; and almoſt all which are loſt 
5 below Ingellee, owe their deſtruction to the im- 
| proper ſeaſon: at which they are diſ patched. Was 
neither King's nor Company? s ſhips, to leave that 
5 dangerous river, but in the north - eaſt monſoon, Z 
fe or none of them would be loſt going out from 


. New Harbour, or any other harbour. But to at- 
cdetempt to enter by any channel eaſt of Sagur Illand, 3 


from March to November, would be dangerous i in | 

the extreme, ifn not nnn, 5 

l * laſt claſs are the 1 * csc PR - 
4 T though there are of this order, in the kingdom, 

- peekapy forty, who have had great experience in the 
Bengal navigation, I find only two mentioned, 
In che report, Captains Wilkinſon and Hicks, The 
att, as I remember, came very often to Bengal, 


and 


0109 

and always in a fi ſmall veſſe], which I am convinced, 
he could have drought i into Ingellee fromBalifore, 
38 well as any pilot i in Bengal, ſo well is the, track 
known to perſons who frequent that river. But his 
| opinion i is quoted only as corroborating the opinion 
of other Captains, who condemned the old paſſage, | 
without fayiz ng any thing of the new. 


Wu my brother officer, Hicks, chan aged his 
opinion, I know not. Many a time, and oft, 
be has heard me fay, that, when in command 
of a ſhip, I would never ſtay in Balaſore road, 
to riſk my letting go the laſt anchor, if the 
wind was ſoutherly, but run into a place of 
greater ſafety, though in the night time, ſo well 
is the ſoundings known over the Braſſes: nor 
would he, or any other well experienced maſter " 
a country ſhip, heſitate going into, or out from, the 
buoy of the fair way, with a fair wind, without a 
pilot. The Dutch and French never ſend large 
ſhips out but in the north-eaſt monſoon, when, if E 


tei pilots loſe the ſhip, in particular the Dutch, 


and never could perſuade myſelf to pronounce 


* they uphaul them, if they do not eſcape by flying 


away. I have ſar on the trials of Engliſh pilots, 


| againſt them, when accidents happened, from their 
having been obliged to take charge of . 
drawing 1 more * eighteen feet water, and going 


out in April, May, Auguſt, or September, * 


ſome poſiti ve proof of nee or of — 2 
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War E Capt Hicks ſays of ſavings in proviſions 
* &c. in the 1 1th page of the report, by hav 
ing King's ſhips to take them in esd 
do not underſtand, becauſe he has not ſnewn ho- 
they were to be brought there. Beſides, all the diy 
proviſion (except rice, which they can procure at 
Bengal) muſt come to them from the upper provin- 
ces, by the way of Calcutta. I therefore cannot 
conceive how they ever can be cheaper at New 


Harbour, than Calcutta. And what i is more fin- 


= gular than all the reſt, Captain Hicks knows that C 
the freſh water in Bengal, at, and below Culpee, 


in the dry ſeaſon, 1 is ſo very foul, brackiſh, and 


unfit for ſea uſe, that notwithſtanding what he, 


Commodore Richardſon, and others, have ſaid of 1 5 


os New Harbour water, not a King's ſhip, Company? "mY 


ſhjp, or country ſhip, have hitherto (from January 
to July incluſive) ever filled their caſks even for 


preſent conſumption, at, or below Culpee; but as 


: the dry ſeaſon advances on, ſend their caſks to be 
filled, as Captain Lewis affirms he was obliged = 


| Captain | Lewis ſtates this fact to have hap- 


. pened in May 1782; ſee page 6 of the re- 


Port. Did Captain Lewis know any thing of 
New Harbour and its conveniencies, or not? If he 

did, why not fill his ſea ſtore of water there? If 
be did not, why has his evidence been brought 
forward, in juſtification of the ſuperiority of a 
Place, which he had never ſeen or heard of, 5k the _— 
= light the Commodore ſpeaks of it. 


I nave 


do, from the Barrabulla head above C alcutta. | 


4 troduced to confirm Captain Hicks's evidence, 


(ſee page 4 of the report,) the whole weight of the = 
verbal evidence, relative to New Harbour, that 


cm) 


Inas to apologize to Captain Lewis, for Iay- 
ing that I had had the honour, in ſome part of my 
life, of knowing perſonally, every perſon whoſe 
opinion was aſked or produced, in ſupport of Mr. 
Lacam's plan; he is a ſingle exception to it. But 
his whole evidence goes to condemn the old chan- 
nel, and not to ſupport the ſuppoſed new one. He 
had ſuffered * in the —— but never had 
eres fer WIS 1 


e Wilkinſon is — my friend 5 
Hicks) the only maſter of a country ſhip, who 
vas produced at the Committee, and he only in- 


has been drawn from perions acquainted with Ben- 
gal river, in all ſeaſons of the year, reſts on the 


aſſeverations of Captain Hicks; and he, i in every 


page of the report where his name is mentioned, 


takes care to inform the Committee, that he knows 


il nothing of the channel, by which Mr. Lacam pro- 


| poſes to bring ſhips from Balaſore road, * the caſt 7 


= fide of Cap _ into New Harbour. 


. HE anew: given 10 en Sir- John 


. Clavering, to the Letter written by Mr. Lacam in 8 


IV . 4 


tte Admiralty, and the ſcrap of a Letter from Sir "RE 
5 Hyde Parker, . aa owe of an. 


November 1776, to the Earl of Sandwich, and = 


* report where the Committee n 5 


5 4 their — are not . — [ 


. s ſo very unintelligibly told, that I think no clerk 


0 112 b 
— of Mer: — — 
of the report, are ſomething ſimilar, 23 
afgument, with Mr. Sanderſon's reaſons for wiſſi 
to give 50001. for a ſixth of the concern, when 
taxation clauſe was added to the grant, and his 
withdrawing his propoſals, when the clauſe was 
withdrawn. A General Officer, partial to the Peti- 
tioner, an Admiral! in Newman - Street, Who never 7 
ſaw Bengal, and a Chunam Contractor in — 
may be allowed to pay the Petitioner compliments, 


2 private and public virtue to the ſkies, bor as = 


en r in page 22 and 2 3 * r report, whi — 


5 e to the additional ground granted by the | 
Provincial Council of Revenue, to the Peritioner, 


in.conſequence of the receipt of an order from the 
Council General, of the 29th of February, 1776, 75 


dl Parliament could have drawn it up, without the 


_ affiſtance of ſuch a writer as Mr. Lacam, who al- 


_ ways having ſomething to ſhew, and ſomething to | 
hide, neither was or could be, clear, conciſe, and | 


explicit, in any wo peritiog, or paper, n. 
be himſelf drew * | 


Sr 11 * * more ps was 8 2 
een to n New Harbour Town; which, 


however, ty 


0 bay U 
— Mr. Moore: could not meaſure on a> 
count of the-jungle-(underwood) and tigers. This 
was in April 1776; ſee report. On the 22d f 
May, the ſame year, Captain Riehie's remarks 
(fee- appendix, No. 2) was read at the Counci neil 


Board, commending the place as a ſafe harbour 


for large ſhips, ( Hould they gver come there,) but 
condemning every idea of Mr. Lacam's, as to his 
wharf, &c. On June the 1ſt; exactly eight days 
afterwards, the firſt grant of water was made, 
were theſe expected ſhips were to ride. On July 
the fazth, 1776, Captain Farmer's Letter (No. 3s = 
appendix) was written; to encourage Mr. Lacam 
do go on with his plan; ſee report, page wy on 


the 29th of September 1776 (vide appendix, No. | 
10) Mr. Lacam tells the Governor and Council, 
© that he is going down the river, to mark out „ 


the ground for a dry dock at New Harb Ir. 


= and prays their aſſiſtance to raiſe workmen : But 


as in the ſame month (vide report, page 26) 

5 complaint was made of Mr. Laeam' $ levying a tax 
of ten rupees, and a maund of rice, on each boat 
paſſing to and from the Sunderbunds, a check was 


given to all his further proceedings. In the fol- „ 

35 lowing month of October, the Governor and 10 
Council reſolve to recall his grant, (ſee report, 5 5 
page 29.) to alter the taxing clauſe: And on the 


__athof November the ſame year, (vide report, page 


2§8,) Mr. Lacam determines not to relinquiſh his 


right d to tax boats as one * maſt VERNE"; but refers 


— , 


and appendix; © to ſhew you the preciſe 


A vernment for grants of land and water, in 


tual, water, &c. &c. 1 have done this, beca we I 
will prove from your own papers, and ſome other 
materials in my hands, that Mr. Lacam never did 


[ 0 114 
the Sate us the Company firft; chem to vio of 


Haig and any to FarRament:- o 11820 
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IAIvE, Sir Philip, drawn into delegate ne - 
View, all the above facts from Mr. Lacam's own 5 


AT count of the matter, as ſtated in your report | 


„ 


e time | 
* the idea was firſt ſtarted, of applying 0 g. - 
of - to T 
prepare conveniencies at the place called New Hr. 
bour, for the reception of the King's and the Com- 


pany's ſhipe, to dock, repair, unload, load, vic- - 


lay out one ſhilling of money, in repa! ring the place 5 


called New Harbour, until he had nearly, if not 
= 2 his credit,” in — of Aa i Plan, = 


g tear for King's Ae on | piblic qprinuiples, 6 


and that he ſeized the opportunity to give up the 


|» grant, for the advantage of confounding one plan 
with * _ to fave his diſtance with His cre- 4 


1 ann 


Ws. 0 TO 
#4 I 14 


* 1 HAVE now only to ſpeak to what hat been faid : 


| and written on the ſubject of the ſurveys and plans 
def New Harbour, before I cloſe my obſervations 
Oe: Your whole evidence; verbal and wfitten·· 


TA) LEE 2 Tok 838 2. 1&8 90) 1 40 2111 n 
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0 — Lay iu the; poſſoſſign 45 
Captain of a Portuguese hip of th dine at Go. 
map of the lands and rivers at the bottom of the Bay 

of Bengal, from Chiusgong to Balaſore wach in 
which Channel Creek or Barratulla river; was Jaid 
down, This draught was at the time, one hundred 
and fifty years old, and though very imperfectly 5 


executed, when compared with our modern 
draughts, yet the Braſſes and other large ſands. at 


” the mouth of Hughly river, were deſcribed ſo very 


luke what they are at preſent, that a pilot who was 


: capable. of carrying a ſhip up to Ingellee from Ba- | 


3 oct the ne now, with the directions * Dad then. 


laſore road, by it in thoſe days, might, if in being, 5 


: HE | iÞ 5 e have 1 " 1. 
5 the Portugueze, and the Engliſh on them: and 5 
I much doubt whether any modern nation in 


Europe, have more accurate general draughts. of 


tth⸗heir ſea coaſts, than the Engliſh now have of 1 


the rivers, iſlands, and ſands, i in the bottom. of the 8 
To Bay of Bengal, taken by Plaſtead, Richie, and | 


others, and combined and given to the public, in 
the Bengal atlas, by that able and accurate gep:-—Eꝝ 


graper, Major James Rennel, Surveyor General 


to the Eaſt India Company. No man has de- _ 
nied that. there is a paſſage out to ſea, by Chan- 
nel Creek or -Barratulla river, eaſt of Sagur = 

I fland, This paſſage has been deſcribed i in.all the 

$ — of the ſand heads, by all the ſurveyors N 


* 2 _ who 


ens) 


who ever have examinet! thoſe parts, and I can 
confirm ĩt from imnyñ own experience, being perhaps 
the only man now hving, wh has navigated a 
tich merehant ſhip but to ſea by that channels as 
Iwill preſently ſhew. It is alſo admitted, that it 
would not be difficult or dangerous, to follow that 
navigation in the north eaſt-· monſdon, but ex- 
tremely ſo in the ſouth-weſt. The plans taken by 


the evidence, were laid on the table, and ſaid; by 


Major Rennel, to agree with thoſe taken under his 
oon direction. No fact can be more clearly-prov- _ 
ed, better authenticated, or was ever ſo little dif- 


puted. ** che Portugueze lined out near ine - 


Plaſtead, Richie, and Lacam, it appeats from F 


Dusch, 8 and- Engliſh ana, 0 Ye; 


| have:treated on the ſubject ſince. How then could = 


5 my friend Hicks be ſo extremely off his guard, = 


| when aſked by the Committee (page 8 of the re- 


port) why the new channel is not made uſe of, to 
ſiey it has but very lately been known to be navi- 


. Mr: Lacam, the Petitioner, a few years ago? Fhe 


gable 100 large ſhips, and that it was explored by 


5 Company's Marine Surveyor, Mr. Richie, in his Goal 


und — W201). ene en and 


remarks in your appendix, No. 2, ſo me, 


31 12 M 


_ W * mats called Chan- iT 
nel Creek, is the eaſtern out · let of Hughiy NM 

« ver. It begins i in the latitude of 22 degrees, and 
3 < falls 


9 4 8 


3 1 3 us. = 
L DIS. c4ISQ I; v7 1549 ati 39y95 


my 


Slade inge tde Bay of A, a has. to the eaſt 

< ward; of Sagur Iſland, in the latitude of 21 de- 

grees 32 minutes, north. This river underwent 

1 a general ſurvey, among the other rivers of Ben- 

gal, from the year 1567 to 1770; and at that 
„ ume, 1 had remarked, that the northermoſt 

» reaches of it, made the ſafeſt anchorage for 
oo ſhips, about the wWHhe. 0 entrance n | 
. N men e 


- Majon Shot, in page 12 of wer report, 1 fas 
a lower part of Bengal river, had been 
5 ſurveyed and founded under his directions, and 


that the whole of the country, as well as the ſea 


pear 177%: And being deſired to examine the 


: employed by him, from the year 1764, to the : 


plans, charts, and ſurveys, which had been pro- 


duced to your Committee by the Petitioner, and 


give his opinion of them, he ſaid, that as far as he 


ceould judge, the chart made by Mr. Lacar 


| | ponded-with reſpect to the depths of water in Cha 


. the Petitioner, was an accurate one, and corre. 7 


a” 


nel Creek, marked on it, with that which had 
been made under his (the witneſs's) own direction, 
by Plaſtead and Richie, the Eaſt India Company's 
Marine Surveyor, whoſe plans and ſurveys were 
undoubtedly to be depended on; except that on 
Mr. Richie's chart, there i is a ſhoal marked nine 
bs rand the ſouth unn. Inland, e 


0 Us 


coaſts, had been ſurveyed by bim, or his people 


1 us) 


*. 99S % IR 228 14 09 bag Did Del 34 
does not appear, on; VE ne a 
ee oft e Be 50S) al? ao 


25 * 1355 0 4 7 
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1 HAVE, Su Philip, gone through. the e of 


4 your;evidence: with great attention; and it Oren ow 


that the Petitioner has proved nothing. but" what 2 
Was long known before he became a _ Marine "Sh W. 
vezor, and New Harbour projector, viz. that in the 
north eaſt monſoon, Channel Creek, or Barr: atulla 


River, may be with ſafety navigated by! large © wips, 


= but thatthe Petitioner has offered nothing from im- 


* 2 


duced 


83 ſelf, or by his verbal or written evidence, p produced 


2 0 to the Committee, which will Juſtify a recommen- 


gation of his plan, for changing the rout now in 
uf, for carrying the King's or ee $ tips : 
| into % river. 5 2 
* I have paſſed out to ſea by this famous chan- ” 
5 * now ſo much a matter of diſpute, in company 
with two other ſbips, and was conſulted by Mr. 
L acam for my opinion of his plan, I will, Sir 3 
- bp, take the liberty to ſtate to you, what 1 faid 
to Mr. Laeam on the ſubject ſome years ago. It 
„ been printed before, and ſome of the members 
of your Committee had ſeem it, as well as the little 
act written and publiſhed by Major Rendel, on 
the ſame ſubject. I mention this to ſhew you, Sir 
Philip, that evidence on · the other fide tl the queſtion, 1 
might have been had: And as ; from the) year 1758, 5 
to 1766, T had navigated a ſhip of my own, once 


gi 


7 
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at leaſt, no \ and out of Bengal 1 river, every year, 
Ja 9 766 to 175 , emiploye ed me Mipplity 
on my own YT, 767 all Fer and "Jitfientiohs, 
than apy other European merchant who ever was 
E or any other part of India, from 1766 


to 1776, and did in 1778, fit out on the Compa- 
"ny! 's account, two forty gun ſhips, 3 in Bengal rivet, 


with which 3 reinforced the King's $ ſquadron under 
the command of Sir Edward Vernon, at the ſiege 


of Pondicherry, one of which ſhips Captain Hicks 


5 commanded under me, 1 hope i it will not be thought 
| arrogance in me, to ſtate my opinion againſt that of 


Mr. Lacam, relative to the practicability of carry- 


ing ſhips f into Bengal river from Balaſore road, in 
_— the ſouth-weſt monſoon, The following quotation | 


Mr. Lacam faw, and might have benefitted from it; 


= truth was not the object of his purſait, as 1 


mh. ſoon make Appear, 


4. Te is now n time abe Me. Libatw hives 


| ry: a plan of that part of the Sunderbunds which 
| he calls his New Harbour, and New Channel, "and 


| deſired my opinion of it. I gave it to him vety free- 
ly ly and v very. honeſtly, and as near as I can remem- 


: „ 
%-_ 2 * 


3 ber, in t the following words. However that may 


A111 


ol be, the purport of them muſt have been the fame; « 
"for the obſervations were true then, are true now. 


ang | in all human probability, wilt continue to be 


31 a all ind @ 


"to, to the final þerigd of al . It Was as 
"Follows b" F IVE. HOST 
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. think, Mr. Lacam, that — - 
< ing large ſhips in and out by Channel Creek, is 
e liable to many inſurmountable objections. When 
3 the French ſquadron blocked up the port in the 
year 1762, Captain Crichton, in the ſnow: Me- 


« niong, and I, agreed to go back from Kedgeree, 7 


= © where we then lay with our veſſels, and attempt 
paſſage out by C hannel Creek. We ſucceeded, 
„ « and got to ſea. The channel by which we went 
« out, ran nearly ſouth-ſouth-eaſt, and we paſſed 
40 about three leagues to the eaſtward. of the Iſland be. 
00 © of Sagur. The channel was not very broad, and 5 
« by- what we could obſerve, extremely expoſed to 
the ſoutherly winds which prevail, and roll on to 


” * the ſhore a great ſwell for ſeven or eight months | 
«in the year. This would make it both difficult 7 


I © and dangerous for large ſhips to attempt. going 
out that way. Ours were ſmall veſſels, drawing 


3 « at moſt thirteen feet water, and the weather verx 


©" moderate, it being in the month of January a 
4e February. But from March to N ovember, the 


ſoutherly winds prevail, and blow ſo lrong. tba I 
0 of am confident, it will be impracticable to carry . 

- out large ſnips that way. As for ſhips eoming in 12 
Mm « by that channel, it-can be of no uſe, except. the, 3s 


2 Company ſhould ſtation a ſloop there to pick up 


66 the ſhips bound. to Bengal, which, from being : 


early in the north-eaſt monſoon, n the eaſt 

2 ſhore on board, and ſo fall i in with the ſand-heads; = 
$6 * but this is o uncertain, and the run over from 
| — 6 « the | 


* $6 in with the coaſt of Oriſſa, as as 


6121) 


$6 ha mouth of Channel Creek: to the road; 0 ben, 
& chat W in Fred be 4  uſcleſs expenice, | * 


N 


. + bu * ſouth: weſt EY the weather is ; 
64 frequently hazy, ſea running high, and winds 


e tempeſtuous, and that whole coaſt, from the 0 
| «* Hflandof Sagur to Chittagong, becomes a dange- 5 


rous lee ſhore, expoſed to the great ſea raiſed in 
the bay by the ſouth-weſt winds. Ships coming 
to Bengal at this ſeaſon, take great care to fall 


low down as Jag- Eu 


. gernaut Pagoda, to avoid miſſing Point Palmiras, . 


which if by accident they do, their deſtruction 
is inevitable, except by good fortune they reach 
6 Chittagong. When a ſhip gets ſoundings on 
=. the coaſt of Oriſſa, ſhe rounds Point Palmiras as 


64 north-weſt, into Balaſore road, where ſhe is co- 


« cloſe as with ſafety ſhe 1 may, and hauls up north- _ 


« vered from the great [well rolling up the bay, and 


. ” procures 1 pilot. The anchoring ground ' 

 « g00dg and in what depth of water the pilot 

_ « pleaſes, the wind. fair to paſs the Braſſes, nd ; 

| * ſhe has a pilot loop to attend her, Will any man 
« in command of a ſhip in this ſecure ſituation, 8 

quit it, to run to the eaſtward of Sagur Ifland, 

8 0 a lee ſhore, to look for a new channel? not if 5 


— he is in his ſenſes; and yet he muſt do 1 this, | 5 — 


. 10 to Fame in W your ane 72 


Gor * 444 Win 


Sven 


H perſonage, as to induce the *,*.*, 
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essen were cher re: ume! lee blade 


+ Ke. nor ever r ſhall ſee, that man \ that. © can, K 


* 
— * d 314 in 


Mi] 


2 13 . nA your report, "Ne Phillips in page 
: pow with giving a character of Mr. Lacam, as being 
poſſeſſed of every public and private virtue; ſuch | 
a one as I do not remember to have met with in any 
of the numerous books of biography, or. even in 
the works of the great Clarendon himſelf. This ; 
as not judiciouſly done in his friends, Very few 
of them knew Mr. Lacam before; and now he does 0 
not know himſelf. Every human folly. of. which 
dis man may in future be capable of, and all the 
: +60nſequences which may reſult. from them, ſhould , 
| beſet down to the accoupt of you and your. Com- 
4 mittee. His head fwims already; and was 77 got 
to produce this little antidote, by way of correting 
the deli ium, the hot weather might give ſuch a 
5 Ferment- to the 1 intoxication, as to be productive of 8 
the moſt fatal conſequences... He has been at court DT 
alrc ady, and went ſo very. near to a cebzin great f 


_ faculty of long remembering. 2e0ple, 
features are leſs ſtrong] y marked than Mr, Lacam' 8, 
that have had the honour of an introduction to him,) _ 

ek. who he: was. Soche aner; from ſuc 4 


d ine f whe the Siler: ang. = i 


* 
7 7 | | no 
3 N | 8 


7 right ſo to do) that you will ſtand up in your 


1 123) 
nd Gile ig one be found tar eculd folve the 
ueftloft, it placed Mr. Lacam if a ſituation, that 
would Have been very diſtreſſing to any other man. 
But he has, from long practice, acquired two fa- 
culties, which are (as IJ have heard, for I never 
was there,) extremely convenient at court: he 
never ſees what makes againſt _ and can bear, 5 
becher whatever he acre F230, I SROG- 


mi oO; 
2 E14 


VT 


tb the Right Homvdrable Mr. Edmund 


1 Bike," Wü introduce i into Parliament next win- 5 
ter, che bill which I have heard he is now fabrica- 


ting, to purge A fia in general, and Bengal i in par- 


- ticular, of ſuch monſtrous delinquents, and public 


peculators, as Governor General Haſtings, Mr. 
L atam expects (and indeed I think that he has now 


place, as Chairman of bis Committee, and propoſe 5 
5 lum a8 4 proper perſon to ſupply one of the vacan- 


dies, to be made in the Council General of Bengal. 
TK truth, if your Committee really mean what the N 
dak (ated by the modeſty of Mr. Lacam)"has = 


= them ſay in the 34th page of the report, I 
C — ſee how you can avoid mak ing ſome ſuch mo- 


3 tion, in ſupport of your ſtrong recommendation to _ 


= "the Fouls, mene of this al virtuous $ citizen, : 


id © ben IX Te" 


5 8 it to you, Sir -Philip, to ik ve, 5 


and ſettle beforchand, the eriquetze of ihis buſinefs 
| "with Mr. Burke; for he 32 on his liſt, er 8 
8 rivals 


ND r 
2 ne: kiend⸗ Mr. POTTER a 8 


too much, you may loſe all. Mr. Lacam's own 
idea of the matter, is the very beſt that you can 


him what he calls his rank in their civil ſervice. 
That, Sir Philip, will juſt put him at the head of 


the Board of Trade, to conduct all their mercantile : 


affairs at Bengal: and 1 do aſſure you, upon my 


| honour, that Mr. Lacam i is as equal to that im- | 


portant ſtation, as he is to preſide at a committee 


of ſurveyors, or a board ot pilots. At Bengal, Sir 
Philip, ſuch an appointment, by a Parliamentary 
interpoſition, will be equally acceptable, as the 
removal of Governor General Haſtings. | | Take 


bs care, Sir Philip, and do not leave it to the gentle 


men in Leadenhall- Street. Thou gh Mr. Lacam's 


3 is well known there, you muſt have ob- 


Directors are in this buſineſs, ſtiff. necked Iſraelites, 
__ nn mother s child of them, believe me; and for 
wee Proprietors, you remember with what con- 
mempt they treated a vote of the Houſe of Commons, : 
| to remove that prodigious bad man Mr. Haſtings; 


ſerved how tardy they have been in providing for A 
this highly virtuous and public ſpirited man. The 


which obſtinacy of theirs, hath broken Hyder Allys 


from the . After ſuch full prooſ of their 


P a = 


bieart, and cauſed the Mahrattas to ſign the defini- 4 
e tive treaty of Poonah, which, for full twelve months, 
thes refuſed to do, in the hope of his being recalled 


Nees calptit as: Mr. Haſ- 
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tings, can you conceive that they will patronize fo 


virtuous and good a man as Mr. Lacam? Never 
truſt che intereſts of your friend to ſuch people; Sr 


Philip. It muſt be a ſtrong hand that can remove 


annum! Monſtrous ! O, Monſtrous !. 


a4 HAVE an Aas to „ 8 which the 
| Committee: 8 artiſt has drawn of Mr. Lacam; it = 
all light and no ſnade. His beſt friends at Bengal, 5 
will not believe that it ever was intended for a 
portrait of their old canting friend, Ben the Geo- 

| grapher. Now, Sir Philip, as I have a great re- 
gard for many gentlemen at Bengal, and wiſh to 
. you and ſome others right in England, I a 
try my hand, and hope to give you a better like- 
neſs of this Gngular original. I am no Clarendon = 
tit ĩs certain; but I muſt be a greater bungler than 


vice at ſuch a diſtance, and plant virtue in ther 
ſtead, in theſe degenerate days A Lacam out of 
employment! and an Haſtings with 2 S0 "per Ys 


the meaneſt Ggn-poſt « dauber i in the kingdom, _ 


fail i in drawing a likenefs of a ſubject, that I have 8 
bad cauſe to mat ſo much, and whoſe” features 1 


cam at Calcutta, in Bengal, in 1761. 


0 HAD „es ee of Mr. Benin Lis 
He wa 
then what in India is called a Cooly Driver, being 
allowed one hundred rupees per month, for ſuper- 
intending a ſmall body of the numerous workmem nm 
kx eee in ile digerent parts of that immenſe 
„ al undertaking 


(226) 
dnekertokingithe Mes Rete, i There weteſeverah af 


_ the-lower-order of Europeans theniemploged, in 
the ſame occupation; one of vhm uſed to all 
himnſelf (humorouſly enough) the white Centurion 
of a black Legian. Muſter Maſter, as applied to 
Mr. Lacam, is full as pompous, and nat leſs tidi 


5 culous. It may be true, that as the labourers were 
at that period, by order of Governor Vanſitteut, 


directed to be paid daily, and tickets were deli ver- 


ed to chem by the Overſeers (another name for tbe 


ſame thing) as they were counted over at the cloſe 


of the day, Mr. Lacam might; to aſſiſt the Pay- 1 


1 maſter's Deputy, have been appointed. Maſter: of 
..- Check, (an appellation by which, at that time, 


for there were numbers of them, r thouſand 
Coolees being employed daily. Whatever was his 
ſctlation, or official appellation, his income was but 
mall, and continued ſo to be for ſome years; for 
— 766, I heard him often complain of the ſcan · 


he alſo called himſelf,) over half a dozen Centurions; 7 


_ tineſs of his monthly income: though he had ana. 


ter appointment under the engineer, which was to | 


= _ were e delivered at the New Fo ort by the contraftor. 


1 and' * * old — ** N E 


| fee the bricks counted out of the boats, as they 


dw; OY 


— "our An ws in 3 n 
Aron: habits of field religion, was about; this time 
ſeen much with Padra Niernander, an old Daniſh 

 Miſfionary, who was building a chapel in Calcutta 


_ = 


= c 
taidly5 would have | ſucceeded f him, in the: Gods = 
Uke und official? duty, of making” Chriſtians of 
vagrant Hind oo. So pious were his habits, 
that he was never ſeen without a bible under bia 
arm. A ſmile on his countenance, had it been 
diſcovered, would have alarmed the ſettlement | as 
1 fomething ominous. : Continence, ſobriety, and 
ſanctity, he recommended to all men; and poverty 
was his conſtant complaint z for his monthly allow- 
ances did but barely ſapport his expences. He was 
2 pag 2 1 ſome men dekeved him. nn 


0 be this 3 mas a very e acci- T7 
2 happened 1 to the good man. There was in 
the ſettlement an old religious widow lady, about 
| fixty-five years of age, aunt-in-law to General 
| Richard Smith. She poſſeſſed a neat, ſaug, little 
New Harbour, on the banks of the Hughly river, 
2 We to Calcutta, where our Saint ſometimes 
conducted her in a fafe boat of his own, to chaunt 
— eat cuſtards of a ſunday evening. 1 he = 
_ lady had been a cheerful dame in her younger Y 
days, could yet ſimper at a decent double ' emtendres = 
5 which the young officers of the General's Half 
(who were much at her villa) were conſtantly | : 
ſnapping off, in order to divert her from too much 
attention to the ſighs of Lacam, and the plalms if 
SZolomon. This the religious gravity of our hero 
did not re liſſiʒ he having ſome ſerious thoughts and 


7 _ Private Hopes, * @ ve-ſailors: 7) putting bie 
Un - ho REY 55 boat 


n, 


167 ah there, fo ventured to admoniſh firſt, and 
| then expoſtulate. Here he was wrong ; for old 
widows, long unuſed to the bit, ate as ſkittiſn as 
colts never backed, and vindictive as old Nick. A 
coolneſs enſued: And a wicked young baggage, a 
tawney Abigail, to whoſe good graces; one of the 
General's Aid-du-Camps paid court, in an unlucky 
moment, whiſpered him, that her miſtreſs had re- 
eeived ſome love letters from Padre Lacam, as ſhe 
not only called, but thought him. The young wag | 
ofan officer took advantage of the intelligence, and 


before the Padra could recover his ground, ob- 


= the 0 lady, which he never would r return. 


tained a very long love · ſick epiſtle of the Padra o 


Tus rn. of 8 were not in 1 


TT 4 much infeſted with methodiſm: nor would 
Lord Cheſterfield have found a ſingle Arn in 


1 9 the ſettlement, out of Padre Kierndh 


Judge then, Sir Philip, the ſituation of your Glam 
in fo profligate a place, where all the merry and 


. waggiſh gods of Greece and Rome had innumera- 
dle votaries, and not one Covenanter or Oliverian 
Faint to be ſeen but Padra Lacam. A hog in 2 ; 
| Hnagague, = make Cheiſtian caught lo-6 Tegdiſh 


3 ſeraglio, a flying fiſh i in a ſhoal of dolphins, N 
cat in hell, would have had better quarter. But 
he made a good retreat, and-prud 


of 


OED: endy gare way 
8 data 2*2— thar fatal period, "made uſc 
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a of a trumpet at linear. Nothing blunts a joke" like 
Sir, what do you ſay? Speak louder, Sir: I am 
thick of hearing, & c. But time does every thing. 
The bible was left at home; a coolneſs ſucceeded 
with the old Daniſh Parſon ; black and grey cloaths 
were out. European inhabitants change, and of- 


cdteener at Calcutta, than at any other place in India. 


Fixed as Mr. Lacam was to Calcutta, the old 
laughters diſappeared by degrees ; and as he was 
| now ſeldom ſeen but at his duty of Cooly driving, 
or by himſelf in his boat, failing up and down the 
river, a total change took place by imperceprible 
degrees, inſomuch, that in the year 1770, Mr. 


|  Lacam was elected a Member of the Amicable So- 
ciety; and his face, which, when cloathed with 
religion, ſeemed to have been Proportioned | like a 


well built ſhip, three feet long and one broad, was 
metamorphoſed into as droll a caſt as ever 1 


= ſaw; and thoſe who a few years before, could not 


and ſaid grace, now burſt their fides at hear- 


command their features, whilſt he looked religion 


ing 'a""/mutty catch from the ſame melodious ; 


volce, that formerly piped the compoſitions of . 
Sternhold and Hopkins. Pray, Sir Philip, when 


__ 3 ec n W icked man, he lings i it like 
Te 3 VO on 4 1 1 


rom te He nn nor appen 10 much * 
LE | X Fo thoſe 


Mie, Lakam gert dines with you, call upon him for 


| thoſe ho kno that Mr. La 
medy, in which the character of ſuck, a man. 
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acam bad written a c. 


Governor Haſtings, was attempted to be ridiculed, 


but Fam merciful, and have funk a great deal. 


598. . 9 ' | e 1782 


25 AM now again entering o on very ſerious mat- 


ter, in recounting of which, I cannot laugh if 
would. The many curious tales which have been 
|  obtruded on the public, abroad and at home, in 
this extraordinary ſtory of New Harbour, exceeds, | 
on a cloſe inveſtigation, my own ideas of the capa · 
. bility of the man, for conducting ſo complicated a 
chain of duplicity. It will avail Mr. Lacam no- 
thing, to cavil at title flips and inaccuracies, . 
ſhould 1 by chance make any, in unravelling ſuch 8 
"i; ſeries of ſelf contradictions as lie before me, 5 
in your report, in the appendix to it, in the 
correſpondence of one Mr. Price with Mr. La- 
cam, at Calcutta in 1776, 4 ſent me by a friend; TH 
5 in Mr. Lacam' J caſe, Cecil- Street, London, 1ſt of 
January, 1782 ; z in his Letter to the Court of Di- 
rectors, of the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, 
 12thof February, 17823 andi in his own copy af 
- teſtimonials. | All theſe ſeveral papers 1 have, wih 
Mir. Lacam's name to them, in print. 1 could haye 
ec wiſhed to have had a copy of his petition to Far- 
| liament; not that I think 1 ſhall want it, but he i is 


9 


ſo E to cruſt to his memory, that I never 5 e 


5 ſerton of his © own on a the fame fubjed. 
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+ unt before Felete cite addicts Sir -Phap; 
explain to you vety candidly, what have been 
my real motives for vndertaking ſo labotious 
a taſk.” In the interim, believe me, when I ſay, 
that baving! lived for a great number of years in 
ſome degree of credit at Bengal, known to all 
| deſcriptions of men, and having i in view the hope 
of returning there again, to act in a reiponſible and : 
: public ſtation in Calcutta; I would not thus wan- 
ronly commit myſelf to the free examination of 
every man in the ſettlement, from the Governor 
T General to the loweſt pilot in the Company' s ſer- 
vice, was I not well aſſured, that I confine myſelf 
to ſpeak on what 6; know, and what will come 
home to every man's feelings i in Bengal. . have oY 
no kind of ſpleen to Mr. Lacam as a man. I 


think of him with abſolute indifference ; . ſee him ; 
without emotion; and would not, if I had not 


ſome powerful reaſons for this publication, which 

involve in them matters of more importance, than 
ö that of his character or mine, in the eye of the 
public, have loſt- a moment about bim. 1 his . 
compulſive reaſon, which impels me on, 1 will 
| fully explain, if you have Patierice to read this pro- L 
duction to the end. a 

2 From the year - 1769 t to. I 77 5, I 1 nothing to 

5 direct me, but my own obſervations on the con- 
duct of Mr. Lacam, at Bengal, confirmed by that 
kind of public criticiſm, which conſtantly attends 
NR K mm every 


Tix) | 
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ſtand me) and his totally b 
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Actions in a%comtminity, where; all ate 


1 


— *. to ne another; and weich eee 
5 NN 16 ——— one lion 
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in Mr. Eid rt — from the ridi- 


cCulous obſcurity into which an affected ſanctity 

| had defervedly involved him, 1 was refident at 
Calcutta. There can be no fin in religious ſenti · 
maeents, if our actions in ſociety, do not autre them; 
nor crime in marrying a rich old widow of fixty- 
_ five, for pure conveniency, if we do not affect a paſ- 
ſion in the purſuit, that, all nature cries aloud, 
cannot exiſt. The duplicity of which 1 com- ; 


= appeared but to very few, and remains 


| hidden yet to the million, and to their rulers, 
nor ſhould I force it upon them thus, like a 
| flaſh of lightning, did not better men, and more 
5 members of ſociety, than him or me, a hun- 


red-fold, ſuffer from it, in the opinion of a much 
| hen me” ROT TO 


der had tbe muy 15 been the pn df Mr. - 
1m to plead poverty; in ſupport of which, 
he conſtantly quoted the ſcantineſs of his monthly - 
© falary, bis great attention on his public duty; in 
_ the Company, not as a covenanted, but 
monthly ſervant, (you muſt note that mecefar Wi 
wen Sir Philip, or you will not clearſy under- 


ſtaini nin yoo 


mi se: of 


| « by- bis diligence, merited our particular Inc 


(£133 


of-commecce,, the better-to attend; his cecupytion 
of Coo drjvet: Fir had, Best. friend; in che 
Council, whom be neyer ceaſed; ta importune, 
from the firſt year of his Lacam' $) arrival in the 
try, to uſe bis interelt to haye him appointed 
nanted ſervant; accordingly in the paper of ; 
teſtimonials, which accompanied his printed, Letter 
to the Company, we find that the Governor and 
Council, in their Letter to the Court of Directors, 
5 dard, the, $900 of October, 1 76, ar 


= „Ma. n Aa. who. has been em- 


4 E ployed in your ſervice for more than a year, has, 3 


and we beg leave to recommend him to be ad- 
« „ mitted upon the * * . . 3 fer- . 


Tux follo demands Gare _— is re· 
: peated, with the additional appellation of his being 
Muſter-Maſter. And in 1764, they again repeat 
the ſame req ueſt, on the ſame. E 
1176s ſeems. to have paſſed, over without, the an- 
dal teszing par 
Asad in 1766, that neglect is explai 5 
Soyert or and Council aſſuring the Company, that 


* 


El and — ann * ** — — 
take him into their civil ſervice, After ths year, 


ne 


e plea of merit. TT 


raph, about Mr. Lacam's merit. 
ined, by the 


lt of duty, which, had dern 5 


— —— 


tie owe > 066 „%% = on ein” Ree RAB — ——— 
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ſellor, had left the country; but copies of the 


until 
turned his thoughts to making his fortune by ma- 


0 134) 
| r notice is talen Uf Mr. Hike. 
cmſOn ſerviees; for lot hit friend, the Own 


foregoing recommendations were faithfully flored, 
times ſhould mend: And Mr. Lacam 


trimony, or in the church. T he conſequences of 


which we have ſeen above at length. Grown a 
merry fellow, and having joined with him two other - 
gentlemen, hereafter to be mentioned, they obtained 


a chunam contract, he launched forth into an ex- 


pence, which deſtroyed his former credit, in point 
of varacity, as it related to his poverty, and eſta- 
| bliſhed another idea in its ſtead, much better cal- 
| culated to anſwer his preſent deſigns. It was ob- 
ſerved, that Mr. Lacam was yet, a fly rogue, who 
| had ſilently ſcraped together immenſe wealth, 
whilſt acting in two or three, apparently inſigni- 
| ficant, employments, about that great ſinking fund 
of the Company' s, the New Fort. This was now, 
what he wiſhed ſhould be believed. A ſpot of 
ground w]-ͥ.⁸ purchaſed at a great expence, on the 
river ſide, and on it, a noble country- houſe was : 
built, which equalled any that had hitherto ap- 
= peared in Bengal, in point of ſituation, conve- 
nience, and elegance. Sloops of a new conſtruc- 
_ tion, of the moſt valuable ma 
to convey the chunam from the Sunderbunds to 
Calcutta; innumerable long boats and pinaces 


terials, were built, 


\ 
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were-bought, and / built upon, to collect mells; and 
pleaſure boats conſtructed to accommodate Mr. 
Laeam and his friends, 1 in excurſions on the river. 
A large wet dock was cut near his garden houſe, 7 
at an immenſe expence, to ſecure his fleet of boats, 
5 which were ſo numerous, that they would have 


made a very conſpicuous figure in Homer's lift of 
the Grecian navy, at the ſiege of Troy. Mr. La- 


cam's country houſe, Mr. Lacam's s dock. yard, win 


the eſtabliſſiment of his marine, was the faſhionable 
| topics of the polite « circles ; and, not to have ſeen 


dhe vaſt apparatus about Mr. Lacam' s villa, was to 


be out of faſhion. This was but part; in Channel 


| Creek, he was building a wharf, dwelling houſe 


: and. ware - houſes: parties of pleaſure were con- 


7 ſtantiy forming to 80 down the river, all which 


was at Mr. A coſt; and this made people 


conclude that he poſſeſſed a great deal of money 
of his own, or he muſt ſoon be ruined, for the re- 


turns from the chunam contract would not bear : 
it, though the price from the Company had been — 
twice: what it was. Accordingly. we find, that 7 


on ſtriking a balance of the joint chunam concern . 


books, Mr. Hancock withdrew from the concern. 
For this fact, in tull detail, I muſt refer you. " wt 


_ panying rag with one Mr. Nas. = 
in eee BW * | | | 


'> 4 Fe 
PR. &.3 


TI usr 


Mr. Lacam's own Letter, No. 2, in the accom- : 


* 


T. ͤi :! m . ˙lrI ¶—ůàͤw . > OY oo 


—— —— — imme- 


| — get 
will obſerve the truth of the reaſoning; and ſee 
the exact time when Mr. Lacam's idea of New 
Harbour comthericed, which was the zoth of 'Oc- 
tober, 1973. Every expence accruing in Channel 
Creek preceding that ſettlement of the joint con- 
cern books, muſt have been carried to the chunam 
concern account, becauſe Mr. Lacam, at that time, = 
offered Mr. Hancock, a third in his plan of 
New Harbour, which he refuſed Te but he, ( Han- . 
cock) was a third intereſted 1 in all the expences a- 
cumulated i in Channel Creek, on the chunam con- 
cern account; and therefore, at the time the firſt 
concern ended, the ſecond commenced. And this 
1 circumſtance i is confirmed by Mr. Lacam's ſaying, 2 
in his printed Letter to the Company, dated Lon- 
„„ the 12th of February, 1782, page 6th, that 
bie had purchaſed ſtock of Colonel Lillyman, onthe 
fame terms, who declined his ſhare in the new un- 


i  dertaking, from apprebenſions that the plan would be : 


( 136 ) 
1 570er here Geßre you WHiERoH to the Litter 


te feply, beeauſe? ſhall be obliged to refer yu 
often. You, in chat Letter, Sir Philip, 


oppoſed. Here, Sir Philip, the partnerſhip in 


f the chunam concern ended; Colonel Lillyman 
and Mr. Hancock withdrew : on what terms, Mr. 
Lacam himſelf ſets forth in his Letter to Me. 
.... Ie vide No. 2. — at ind of 
A this vork, £2 F e 


Tas 


Tus other-two — joined him in 
his plan of the contract for chunam at firſt, but ad- 
ing it likely to turn out a loſing concern, owing ta 
the vaſt weight of dead ſtock in flpops, ſheds, houſes, 


wharfs, &c. &c. when but three years of the five, for | 


which the contract was to run waselapſed, they pro- 
* to withdraw, and the reaſon aſſigned was, 
being deſirous of including an - 


> order 2 (that of repairing ſhips) and blend. 
ing it with the contract plan, they were afraid it 


_— 


 _ would be oppoſed. But this laſt is merely an aſſer- 


tion of Mr. Lacam. For the truth was this, his w 


; nate diſpoſition, and did not like to commit their 8 
Dany any longer to the — of a man 
bo whimſic ly — »o— ß a 


partners bad diſcovered his chimerical and obſti- 


Ma. 3 FRA 4 moment, 0 1 55 


2 chunam contract was all his own, ſo was the idea 
of the poſſibility of having the King's and Com- 


3 pany 's ſhips to New Harbour, except they came 5 


tere by the old paſſage; and that they could nee 
do but in their ballaſt, and line of battle ſhips. net 
And here it may be neceſſary to ſepar 3 
| another of Mr. Lacam's compound ideas; a part 


of Channel Creek was now called New Harbour, 
but the new channel in from ſea, was hitherto not 


thought of. la page 21 of your report, he ſays, 
* that he informed the Board, that in March, 
2 J 173» their maſter attendant, with the pilots, ex- 
x —.— & amined 


1 Bromfield's, and other ſurveys were taken. 


0 attined the FEA it capable of im · 
& provements, and they would. undertake to carry 
the largeſt ſhips in the Britiſh navy cloſe to the 
4+ wharf” And ſo they certainly might have done, 
if they had had them at the north entrance of Chan- 
nel Creek; from which place, Sir John Clerke's, Cap- 


Much ſtreſs cannot be laid on the declaration of the 
maſter attendant and pilots, for it reſts on Mr. La- 
cam's word only; no reference is made to any other 


diſpute the truth of the fact, as far as it relates to 


the depth of water, from Mud Point to Mr. 


authority whatever, to prove it. However, I do "x 


Lacam' 8 chunam wharf. 1 have ſounded it my- — 


- ſelf, when 1 ventured out by that channel in com- 


3 pany with two other veſſels in 1762, to avoid the ; 
French ſhips then at the mouth of the old channel 
out. If Mr. Lacam means to infer, that the maſter 


Channel for large ſhips, i in or out, in 1773, it is a 
. groſs impoſition for at that time, 281 ſhall prove, EE 


attendant and pilots, had. the leaſt idea of the New 


from the report and his own papers, he had no 


dhe maſter attendant and pilots, meant that they 


Captain Hicks's, and all he Europe .commanders 


5 could carry ſhips up > New Harbour wharf from 


| Balafore road, what becomes of Sir John Clerke's, 


_ evidence in the report, wherein they declare the 
thing to be utterly impracticable. I muſt confeſs, 
Sir Philip, that as your Cum did nat deign 


| ſuch idea himſelf, And if he wiſhes to iufer, that 


ta 


n 
to fre! any eounter evidence, but took all for 


fait water goſpel; Which Mr. Lacam gave, it was 


not poſſible for you to detect his contradie- 


tions. And this laſt, of the maſter attendant and 
pilots, was fo ſlily foiſtered in, that it had almoſt 
7 eſcaped me. Though, if he knew it to be true, 
and could ſupport it by proof, it was better evi- 
dence than that of all the Admirals and Captains = 
in ihe navy of England, commanders of Europe 
ſhips, and maſters of country ſhips joined together. 
If the maſter attendant and pilots, would have un- 
dertaken to carry the largeſt ſhip in the navy of 
| England there {no matter by what channel) this 


N reference had been needleſs, for no other perſon 
would, or ever did, oppoſe it, as I ſhall make ap- 


V ben in October following, he offered part of the 


pear. But the truth is, Sir Philip, that not a pi- 

lot in the country ever would, and, I believe, never 
will, attempt to carry thips in by the New Chan- 

nel. And if Mr. I acam's cloud of evidence prove 


any thing, they prove it to be er N 
; old, Wy in ballaſt. ee 


— this * of the pilots to be jult as 5 


85 Mr. Lacam relates it? 2 His firſt ideas of a New 5 


Harbour were conceived in March, 1773, but 


ſcheme to his partners, Lillyman and Hancock, 
they rather choſe to decline their former interefts, 
than be embarraſſed with new; ſo that if any ſteps 


3 end of the contract; which he ſays himſelf, had 


were taken, or any money laid out in the nex 
n muſt have been without their know- 

ledges and conſent. Be that as it may, both 
fobemes. were Mr. Lacam's own, and he might go 
on as he pleaſed; the withdrawing of his partners 
could not have diſtreſſed him, for he gave them 
bonds, which were not demandable, but at the 


two years to run from the goth of October, 
1778. * 5 


— from every e ailing 
from difference in opinion, between him and his 
friends, countenanced by government, and not 


1 | actively oppoſed by any individual in Bengal, . 
tor I will not allow that, becauſe every 


in opinion, it can be called oppoſition,) be 


merchant, ſeaman, and pilot, differed from him = 


on the 13th of February, 1774, applied for | 


a grant of one hundred beagabs of ground in ; 


Channel Creek, as he had, from his own expe- 
rienct whilſt employed at Fort William, and in 


his buſineſs of chunam contractor, made ſuch ob- 


ſer vation on Channel Creek, as induced him to 5 


_ think. New Harbour might be made a commodi- 
dus place for refitting ſhips. This was granted, 
: and 1 have no doubt but the en was ee 
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2 the ſame. page of the report; it appears that 
on the 4th: October, 1775, Mr. Latcam informs 
the Board, that he was about to eſtabliſn a wharf, 
with godowns, cranes, mooring chains, &c. to load, 
unload, careen, refir, &c. ſhips in diſtreſs. He 


and commanded by the Governor and his N _ 
to the full extent of the pple: _ 


In Now mber the ſame year, the Board was again 


prayed their aſſiſtance, which was alſo promiſed _ 


5 ſolicited, and again granted all the aſſiſtance Mr. : 


Lacam aſked, which cloſed his applications i in the = 


8 — 1775. 


7 22,) aſſuring the Board, that he ſhould have one 


ON «ae _- of . 1776, he tecom- 
mences his applications, (vide report, page 21 and 


pier ready by March, where ſhips might do Won 


ders, praying for a further grant of four hundred £ ; 
: beagahs of land, to extend his works; deſiring — „ 
the harbour upto his works, might be ſurveyed td 


prevent impoſition; at the ſame time covering dome Fn, 


e rxtracts from Sir John Clerke $ Letter on the pre- = 


7 ceding month, to prove the entrance good, from 


Hughly river down Channel Creek to New Har- 


3 bour. That Letter of Sir John's, is No. 1 of your = 


mm appendix ; in it he, in the moſt pointed terms, ad. 
viſes Mr. Lacam not to think of having any other 


chan merchaats ſhips at New Harbour. Notwith- _ 


ſtanding which, hes application to the Board was 
- "who _ 
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forward Mr. Lacam's ſurvey of New Harbour, 
with his addreſs to the Court of Directors, and to 

mention them in their general Letter; this allo % 

= complied with. TEE; ntl 


8 ah the it of the next month k (April, aN he 

informed the Board, that their orders related to land 

only, but that Mr. Lacam could not compleat his 
harbour without water. In page 23 of the re- 

| port, he Points out how much ſcope of water be 
wanted: 6 the water was alſo promiſed as deſired. | 


On the ad a Cs, 1776, Captain Richie's s re- 


marks on New Harbour (vide appendix, No. 2) ” 
was read at the Board. In the laſt paragraph of 
it we find, that the pier, or wharf, ſo ſtrongly pro- 
miſed in F ebruary, to be ready. in March, was 
| gone to the bottom, flag-ſtaff, and all, in May, e 
when the report of Captain Richie was read; 0 
baut as this report has no date, and the order given N 
Sa for the ſurvey paſſed | the Board, in F ebruary, 1 in 
cConjequence of the extracts from Sir John Clerke's 
Letter, in January, 1 776, I muſt ſuppoſe that it 
| was not taken until April, after the fo much 
EL a wharf * 2 


Bur 
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Lacam; for though the land and water had been 


* HAVE Dako: out to you, Sir e Philips every” 
ſtage of this buſineſs, from the dates. and afler- 
tions in your own report and appendix, down to 
the middle of June, when the grant, with the 


| clauſe | in it, was in Mr. Lacam' 4 poſſeſſion, and 
r Captain 


Bur this heavy loſs, or diſappointment, did not. 
relieve the Board from freſh applications from Mr. 


granted, as appears from the date of the pottah, 
or grant, on June the iſt, 1776, (vide No: 9, 
appendix) yet on the gth of the ſame month, five 
days after the inſtrument was granted, and, if we 
may truſt our ſenſes, ſigned, ſealed, and paſſed all 
the forms of office, a new application is made to 
the Board (vide report, page 25, to permit him to 
have, inſerted in the grant, the taxing. clauſe, 
which. authorizes him to levy. port anchorage on = 
= three, two, and one maſt veſſels. Though this 
circumſtance, Sir Philip, did not firike your Com. 
miittee, yet you muſt not forget it now, becauſe 
though Mr. Lacam applied for it, to be inſerted 5 
five days after the grant itſelf had paſſed, yet 
. when the Board came to find how oppreſſive 
the clauſe was to the country trade, from Mr. 
Luacam's conſtruction of their wood and rice, 
boats being to pay as one maſt veſſels, they de- 
ſied him to permit it to be ſo altered, as to ſtop = 
all further diſpute with the inland rraders, | he ab- I 
ys refuſed to n. 


JOY. 
n 7 1 0 1 
” w 4 *. — 
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| Captain Farmerand the Marine Surveyor had heard : 


it read at New Harbour; but to this time, neither 


King's ſhips, nor the docks to receive them, have 
either of them been mentioned by Mr. Lacam, 
in his applications to the Governor General and 
Council. However, being now, as he ſays, in full 
pPoſſeſſion of all the land and water he wanted, 
and encouraged by the report of Captain Farmer, 
vide appendix, No. 3) to eſtabliſn a a dry dock, 
being in want of hands, he applied to the Go- 
Vveoernor and Council, on the 13th of Auguſt, (vide 
page 26, report) for leave to employ the Coolies 
he already had, at the place called New Harbour, 
employed in the chunam buſineſs, to cut the dock, 
boracauſe they had nothing elſe to do, the Com- 
| pany not taking all the chunam he could make. 
Bur this requeſt having been taken i into conſider- 
ation on the —— — was refuſed by the 
i Board. 5 


Tun time when this refuſal to Mr. Lidia ne 


queſt, (which is the firſt we meet with in the report, 3 
 _ happened, is ſo ambiguouſly expreſſed, that I do not 
” know whether it happened on the 2gth of Auguſt, „ 
or the 29th of September, 1776. But as I find, 
from No. 10, appendix, that Mr. Lacam applied 
again to the Board on the 29th of September, r 
| "a thouſand Coolies to help in cutting the dock, 1 1 
. ſhould ſuppoſe i it Was the former. - MT 


| Tans | 


ti) 


Kats laſt requeſt for Coolees, L belieye, tata” 
the ſame fate of the other; becauſe on the ſecond 
day of the following month (October, the Board 
determined to recall the grant, to correct the op- 
preſſi ve clauſe: and as Mr. Lacam, i in his Letter 
to the Committee of Revenue, on the 4th of Novem- 
ber, 1776, refuſed to return the grant; (vide report, 5 
page 28,) or give up bis right to tax boats, all was, 


in conſequence, at an end. It i is vain therefore, to : 


purſue this diſpute any further; 3 becauſe from that 
time, the Board would not permit boats to be 
taxed, and Mr. Lacam would not 8⁰ on with- 5 
out ſuch „ 8 0 


Ir certainly goes appear, that Mr. Lacam was 
employed i in gathering and burning ſhells, to fulfil 

5 his chunam contract, from the time he obtained „ 

in 1770, to 1773. T hat during that time, he : 
had fixed on E place i in Channel Creek, to erect a 


wharf, build ſheds for his chunam, and ſafe lodge=- 
ment for himſelf and people, to guard them from 


tigers. That in March the fame year( as he ſays) the 


maſter attendant and his pilots affirmed, that ſhips = 
of the line might come up to his wharf, from the 
entrance of Channel Creck, out of Hughly river. = 


| That when in October following, he propoſed to 
extend the plan, and form the chunam appafa- 
tus into machines, for repairing ſhips, both his 


partners declined, and ſold him their ſeveral ſhares. 


That he went on to obtain more land, and the = 
L EE Promiſe 
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promiſe of every aſſiſtance from government, ds 


ring the year 1774, and in February 1775, offered 


to unload, reload, and diſpatch Europe ſhips, from 


their firſt arrival at his harbour, in twenty days, 
on forfeiture of a heavy penalty; but before his 


| propoſal could be taken into conſideration, his wharf 
ä then propoſed to make docks, which 
—— ſhould take in King's and Company 0 ſhips; bur 2 

that three days after he went down t to mark out A 
"a the w_ his your was recalled. 


Can you, TY Aer in this whale buſineks | 


e that Mr. Lacam met with any impediment to his 
undertaking, from public body or private perſon ? 1 
Or can you point out the moment when he made 
. any efforts, which were not ſupported by govern- 
ment, on the ſuppoſition that all he ſaid was true, 


8 and directed to the public, as well as | his F 


ip 4 not appear in any pe rt of the report, that | 


Mr. Lacam was at one ſhilling expence, but what 
=; was thought neceſſary to his engagements as a chu - 
nam contractor, except in treating the commanders 

of the Company 8 ſhips, as they went up and down, 


From and to, their ſhips at Kedgeree, Ingellee, or 


Barrabulla head; or in parties of pleaſure from x 
town, to ſhew ladies and gentlemen, who were as 
good judges as ladies, where he intended his docks 
uud be; and by in, the ſkins, heads, claws, 


and 
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And ler ſpoil of tigers, boaſting how many he 


had killed, and been paid the reward allowed by 
the Company, to encourage the extirpation of thoſe 
animals, without ſaying a word of the people that 
| were deſtroyed by them; or, as I have heard, giv- 
ing to their widows, any compenſation for the loſs 


= : their huſbands, forcibly taken away, and de- 


rao ſtroyed i in his ſervice. Such were the famous deeds 


of Mr. Lacam : whether they tended to the public . 


good, 1fhall, Sir Philip, leave you to make out, 


_whiltIgo on to prove, that ſuch proceedings 


were very produdtive of meer, injury. 


1 ENTER with reluctance, into an examination 


= of the account Mr. Lacam has given of his private 


affairs, and the reaſons which he has aſſigned for 


the ruined ſtate in which his creditors found them : 1 - 
But as he has attempted, in his printed Letter to 


E -mhe Company, of the 12th of February, 1782, to 
aſperſe the character of an abſent gentleman, whom 
it has lately been the faſhion very much to abuſe, 


= I will ſhew on what principle, and on what foun- . 


„ he bas acted. „ 


could ſay, whether he was worth any money or not. 
Thaoſe who believed his own aſſertions, thought he 
was not; and thoſe who judged from the known 
. e of bis character, ſuppoſed that De Was. 
3 Lz Both 


3 "Wann Mr. 1 firſt — he chunam 
Contract with the Company, not a man in Calcutta 


— „ -— ä 2 Are — — ů — — — ↄ ——— p 


individuals. One party thought him an honeſt 
man, and the other a rich one. The terms 
of the contract were very favourable. The 
concern books were kept under the eye of Mr. 
Hancock, thought to be a good accountant. And 
al impediments which might happen to delay the 
delivery of the chunam, Col. Lillyman, the chief 
engineer, the other partner, was ſuppoſed to be a 
proper man to remove, and Mr. Lacam took to 
himſelf the labouring oar. It appears from Mr. 
Lacam's Letter to Mr. Price, (vide correſpon- : 
dience, No. 2, that the money advanced on 
the Joint account, during the firſt three years of tg 
the contract, was 3, 56,000 current rupees, or 
233,000. reckoning ten rupees to the pound, to ſave 
fractions. A third of this ſum belonged to Mr. 
Lacam, which being little more than 11,866“. if 1 
lad it not of his own, it was very eaſy for a man of 
om long known in the ſettlement, and eonnected 
5 with perſons ſo well ſupported as his partners were, == 
to have borrowed 3 it at the Company“ 8 intereſt of - 
9 8 5 eiche p 0 cent. 3 e a 
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Both opinions helped to eſtabliſh his credit, and 


enabled him to borrow very conſiderable ſums from 


Fr ROM the ſame Letter in the correſpondence, 1 


— appears, that on the cloſe of the 1 joint books, the 
Zoth of October, 1773, when he took Mr. Han- 5 
_ cock's ſhare, the balance due to Hancock, was 


61,000 
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61,000 Arcot rupees. This debt indeed, he calls; 
in his printed Letter to the Company, 12th of 
February, 1782, 68,000 current rupees, which 
ſum he adds, he paid to Mr. Haſtings, as one of 
the executors of Dr. Hancock. But I ſtay not to 
diſpute tiifles with Mr. Lacam accuracy and pre- 
Cilion, are not X amongſt his qualities. : 


As in i the laſt paragraph of the fame Letter to 
M r. Price, he ſays, T have this day paid the 2 ſum 
for one of the ſhares of flock, and confirms this in his 
printed Letter to the Company, where, ſpeaking 
of the money he paid Mr. Hancock for ſtock, he 
adds, In the ame manner I purchaſed flock of Colonel 
Lillyman, I may therefore be allowed to ſuppoſe, 


1 that when the joint ſtock came all into his own 
1 bands, i ſtood thus on his books: 


Paid for Mr. Hancock's 8 one third ſhare, 5 
Arcot rupees — — 8 


2 bico for Colonel Lillyman's 8 one dhird : 


> Mu o own 1 ſhare a as ber joine ſtock account, EE Dt 
* this ä n 4 | 61,000 


5 Arcot rupees | 6 3,000 | 
SPE Batta at 8 per cent. 14.640 ; 


— 


1 rupees 1,97:640 = 


Or pounds ſterling 19,764 


Thus 
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Thus, Sir Philip, we have from Mr. Lacam's own 
hand, the ſtate of the chunam concern, at the time 
the partnerſhip cloſed; and he went on himſelf, 
not only with the chunam contract, but alſo blend- 
ed with it his plan of New Harbour. Before this 
date, not a ſhilling could have been laid out, but 
on joint account; as the ſloops, boats, ſheds, wharf 


houſe, &c. in Channel Creek, were to the 3oth 


"= October, 1773, the property of three, 
not of one; and from that day, it became Mr. 


Lacam' s own property, and New Harbour plan ” 


was blended with it; ſo that ſeparate heads could - 


not be kept for chem. 


Or the expences of this blended concern, from 


1 che ,oth of October 1773, until 1776, we have 


no account, and but for the evidence of Mr. San- 


derſon, ſhould not be able to go on: but he told 
the Committee, that 1 in 1776, he had ſo good _ 


opinion of it, that he deſired Mr. Lacam to let 


him hold a ſixth ſhare, for which he was willing bh 
| have given him 5000l. vide report, page 14. It 


— pity that Mr. Sanderſon did not ſay at what 


time of the year 1776 this happened; for in that 
year the wharf had ſunk, ſome veſſels were loſt; 


and Mr. Lacam, the preceding ſeaſon, had been 


10 very cloſely preſſed for money, as to be himſelf 


in great pain for his credit. See correſpondence. 1 
But as the [ax x clauſe v was s granted i in n Ji une that year, ; 


and 


plans, were valued at 10, 236l. more, than when Mr. 
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and Mr. "WIFI did not cloſe with Mr. Lacam 
(who, it ſeems, was as willing as he) becauſe it 
was taken away again in October, I will ſuppoſe 
that the offer made by Mr. Sanderſon, and not re- 
fuſed by Mr. Lacam, happened in July; becauſe 


the following month, complaints came faſt to the 


Board, againſt taxing che boats; and in October, 
the grant was recalled, 


Faom- this evidence of Mr. Sanderſon, to be 


= found i in pages 14 and 15 of the report, we are - 


| ſured that Mr. Lacam himſelf valued his blended 


concern, at 30,000). So that from October 2333. 85 


to October 1776, the whole dead ſtock of the two 


L Lacam accepted the ſhares of his former partners, 


ee excluſiveof what Mr. Lacam might haye touched 


| for profits of the chunam part of the buſineſs. This 
is clear enough. But as Mr. Lacam has, in his 
correſpondence wih Mr. Price, (which ſerves as an 


appendix to this book,) given another ſtatement of 


the affair, for the three firſt years of the chunam ” 


| contract, in order to act impartially, and extract 1 
truth out of fiction, 1 will, Sir Philip, give you 1 


_ that account, as ſtated by Mr. Lacam himſelf. 


bs correſpondence, No. 2, firſt paragraph, Mr. | 


8 Lacam ſays, that in October 1773, our joint 


2 contract books. were balanced, It appeared, 
* chat 
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ec that current Rs. 355 6, 00, had been diſburſed 
on the contract account, and only Arcot rupees, 
« 3. 33, 000, returned.” Now, Sir, as current ru- 
pees ſtand on the debtor fide of this account, and 
Arcot rupees on the creditor fide, and the latter 
is 8 per cent. better than the former, it is clear 
that the chunam concern, at the time of cloſing 
the joint books in 1773, bad been ſo very ens 
tageous to the contractors, that a gain was made 
by them in the firſt three years, of 3640 current 
rupees, excluſive of the value of the dead ſtock. 


It is true that Mr. Price, i in No. 3. correſpondence, 1 
proves from Mr. Hancock's private books, as well 


as from the] joint books, that Mr. Lacam' 8 account 
of the matter is all a lie; but what is that to the pur- 


| poſe? If a man's own account of his private con- 


coeerns, are not to be taken when given under bis 


hand, private veracity will be ſtabbed to death: = 

for that reaſon, 1. in this place, prefer Mr. Lacam' s : 
own fate ot the caſe; becauſe he has repeated 3 
in his Letter to the Court of Directors, London, 


1 2th of F ebruary, 1782; ; with ſome variation in- 
75 deed, but that only ſhews a weak memory ; 5 an un- 


lucky circumſtance i in an hiftorian to be ſure ; but 


{till a man muſt beſt know his o.] n affairs; ſo 1 1 


ao ſhall perſiſt i in ſtating the : account as Mr. Lacam 


1 has done. 


Joint 
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Joint chunam concern. Pr. Joint chunam concern. Cc. 


Cath advanced from Caſh returned from 
Wl, 1 ©»: 1770 to 1773 


Current Rupees 3,56,000 Arcot Rupees 3, 33, 000 


Profit and loſs 3-640 Batta at 8 per cent. 26,640 


— 


Cur. Rs. 3159-649 5 Cur. Rs. 3159-640 


. 


Fr Ma. : Lacam, with ks uſual preciſion, fays, i „ 
No. 2, correſpondence, laſt paragraph but one, 


« We were all ſufferers by the loſs of intereſt on 


« © the diſburſements for the firſt three years; but 
0 then we gained an intereſt on the monthly ſums 
3 40 paid for chunam,” But as he has not ſaid whe- 
Wy ther the winnings or loſings by the intereſt wass 
1 greater, I ſhall, in order to keep clear accounts 
e with you, Sir Philip, give up the ſurplus gain on 
| the whole concern, as ſtated above, from Mr. La- 


cam's own account ia the following g correſpondence, 


and by fo doing, we have the whole dead ſtock at 
the end of the firſt three years, when the partner- 
| ſhip cloſed, 4 char profit to the partners: ſo that in 
fact, Mr. Lacam, in 1773, was not one rupee in 
” advance, and might well give a high premium to 
the other partners, for their ſeparate ſhares in ſo EE 
| beneficial a contract, in particular, as there was 
on yet two years of it to run out; and his experience 
in the buſineſs, gave him great advantage in the 
latter years over the former. Beſides, he was well 
aſſured of a renewal of the contract at the end M 
the time; and it aQtually was renewed for another 


long 
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long term, when the concern was all his own; fur 

in September 1776, he complains that the Compa- 
ny did not receive as much chunam. as he could 

: make. Vide report and GO. 


: You ſee, Sir Philip, that 1 have ſhewn, from 


Mir. Lacam's own account, that in October 1773, 
Mr. Lacam had cleared his whole third of the 


- dead ſtock of the chunam concern; and that the | 


bother two thirds were the only ſums which ought to 
have ſtood on his own private books; which toge - 
ther, amounted to 2 3.7321. ſterling; ; and from 


this ought to be deducted the profits of his . 


E nam concern, up. to the end of his contract, 


Tm being the a ſtate of the caſe, let us, Sir 
Philip, examine how Mr. Lacam could have been 


ruined, by the Governor and Council wiſhing to 


dtter that part of the grant, which Mr. Lacam in- 
terpreted into a right to tax the inland trade. This 5 
curſed idea of an internal taxation in our provinces 


abroad, though it has burnt down America, ſtill 
| keeps poſſeſſion « of the minds of ſome of the Mem- 


a bers of the Houſe of Commons. If, Sir Philip, ; 


pou oppoſed the firſt, how can you go on to ſup- : 


port the laſt? For Lacam's blended ſcheme of a 
cC.hunam contract, and his New Harbour, with all 
grants and indulgences thereunto 2 re- 


mained the ſame, axrgured, uncance * 


impaired. The tax on boats only, was the matter 
of diſpute, and that he has ſaid amounted to no 
more than 400 rupees in five months. See appen- 
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dix, No. 11, to your — 


WnaArvzx Mr. Lacam- s private enn might 


have been, at the commencement of the chunam 

concern firſt, and blended concern afterwards, it 

was not injured by the Governor and Council, 
wWjhen the grant was ſtopped; for both the con- 
” tract and New Harbour, remained entire. 

does Mr. Sanderſon ſeem to imagine, that he had 


over rated it at 30,000l. as he was willing to give 


Soool. for a ſixth part. Why then would Mr. Lacam 
bring ruin on himſelf, by throwing all up in deſpair, 
| becauſe ſo trifling a matter as 400 rupees in five 
months, was taken from him? This, Sir Philip, 
being eighty rupees per month, was juſt the pay of 
dne of Mr. Lacams ſecond rate Portugueze, or 
” country born writers; or the Bengal intereſt on 
12000 rupees for each year; and for this trifling . 
cConſideration, did he throw all into confuſion. =_ 
„ page 29 of your report, he complains that the _ 
call of the grant, had put an end to a negociation e 
with gentlemen, who were willing to have given 
him as much money for two ſixths of his concern 
in New Harbour, as would have diſcharged nearly 
two thirds of his debt, and left him an independent 
| man. Neſſts. Sanderſon and Halhed are thoſe 


gentlemen ; * 


. 
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gentlemen ; and the ſum to be paid, as given in 
evidence to your Committee, by the former gen- 
tleman, was 10,0007. ſo that at the recall of the 
grant, by Mr. Lacam's own account, his whole 


debt did not amount to much more than half the 


value of New Harbour ſtock. Yet your Commit- : 
tee, Sir Philip, have believed that he was ruined 


| Not charge him with having over rated New Har: >= 
bour ſtock. 


| by the recall of the grant and Mr. Sanderſon does 


Ma. Lacam' 3 e ſtock conſiſted of einn 


for carrying on the chunam buſineſs. Now, Sir, * 


5 inſtead of making appeals | firſt to the Company, then 


7 the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, and = 


laſtly to Parliament, for redreſs of a loſs, which 
he himſelf rates at an average of five months, a 
80 rupees, or 10. per month, he had, as ſoon as the 
Srant was ſtopped, accepted what was offered him, 


Vein. another grant without the tax clauſe, and HH. 


put up to ſale, with permiſſion, and under the 

ſanction of the government of Bengal, his right i mm 

N ew Harbour, without the power of taxing boats, 
. together with the benefit of his ſecond chunam con- 


tract, for the remaining term of four years, which 


- do ſeems i it had yet to run, in October 1776, with 
all his oops, yachts, barges, boats, wet dock, 


and marine yard, near Calcutta, as well as his 
ground and Water at t New Hane, including his 3 
5 eds. —_ 
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OM ſheds, "houſes, wharfs, piers, cranes, mooring 
chains, plans, ſurveys, charts, draughts, and -in- 
numerable other et ceteras belonging thereto,. do 
vou not imagine that people would have been 
found to have purchaſed them ? moſt certainly 
there would, if one twentieth part of the evidence 
= which he and his friends have loaded the report | 
+5; wth had been true. 


Now, Sir, pray read your own report over again, 

= from page 20 to page 33 incluſive, and ſee whe- 
ther the concluſions which you have drawn, 8 

. thoſe which I might draw from the ſame Po 1 
are moſt agreeable to truth and common ſenſe. . 


ſho Mr. Lot limit, b Sie, a his PR? "ET 
mall decide the matter between us, if Mr. Lacam 
ſpeaks truth in the report, a and in his correſpon- 
dence with Mr, Price, at the end of this book, His 
concerns in Channel Creek, from his firit chunam ” 
F contract in 1769 or 1770, down to the recall of nis 1 
grant, in October 1776, went proſperouſiy on; 
and I have proved from his own papers, that they 
did ſo. Where then ſhall we look for the great 
1 ruin charged on the reſumption of the grant? Why, 
Sir, if you will ſend to Mr. Lacam, for one of his 
printed Letters to the Court of Directors, dated 
Cecil-Street, London, the 12th of February, 7 
you may find i in it the true cauſe: but as I am 
afraid, = 


A 
ITY that nſtead of ſending to han for 4 Letter 


as I deſire, you will be apt to loſe your temper, and 
exclaim, —D—n the R——]; not I, I have done 


with him,—yet, Sir, as I have not offended you, 


(at leaft 1 bope not,) pray read this work out, and 


I will lay in your way, the neceſſary proofs from * 
the above mentioned Letter. 5 


5 Eures *. Mr. Lacan's Leiter to the Court of 8 
Director dated * 12th of . 20008 ” 


=. Few — of a e nature, can pro- e 
- duce ſuch combining proofs of utility and im- 


So cc portance, as theſe which I have now the . 1 
=. lay before your Court; and if the nation is be- ; 
2 nefitted by a work, which has eoſt me fo dear, 


| * ſurely, Honourable Sirs, I ſhall not be thought 


Ros « an unreaſonable man, in looking up to it forthe 
„ protection of my own private property, and ſuch - 
© rewards as are generally given of diſtinguiſhing 


: « marks of favour, to thoſe that are found worthy 


40 * the confidence of a great national commercial | 


« 15 WAS ; not without Jas Honourable Sits; 


5 « « that ſuch concurring teſtimony, delivered on 


© tradiftory evidence, laid before the Governor 


* oath, would entirely overthrow the looſe con- 


F fingle oath: 


2 but 
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e but ſtrange as it'may appear, the grant for New 
Harbour, was nevertheleſs declared to be void, 
and cancelled. I was compelled to ſtop pay- 
« ment, and ſhortly after thrown into the Sheriff's 
©/cuſtody (where I remained twenty-two months 
and nineteen days) as will pur by the fol- 


1 i ”" _ paper, viz. 


64 To William Goddard, — of the common 5 
85 goal at Calcutta. 
Ty 0 « Diſcharge from your cuſtody. the FRY of 
+ 2 Lacam, now confined at the ſuit of 


7 « if for no other cauſe detained, be paying your 


5 <« Jawful fees; and for fo o doing this hall be your 
« © authority. | 


40 Given under 1 my hand this fourth tay 0 of 
December, 1778, 


« « (Signed ) JOHN RICHARDSON, Sheriff. 


==. Tui the e at Mir 8 is 


T 60 capable of anſwering the purpoſes ſtated in my 


Court, and particularly the depoſition of the 


_ papers, I believe will fully appear by the reports 1 5 
« and letters already laid before your honourable 5 


e Governor General, and two Members of the 


« Supreme Council; the annual ſavings it will pro- 
: * duce in the marine expences, the increaſe of du- 


= « ty by't the improved export: and import trade. 


— 1410 | | 60 © Tux 8 


<« be protected from the ravages of an enemy 
--- throughout the whole year, as ſhips of the largeſt 


| Marine Surveyor, is perfectly capable of the 


. 0 Higginſon, Killican, Vanſittart, and Harris, 
Sho were choſen truſtees on account of my cre- 


tas 


* TA e it will form for undiag ods 
= from the eaſtern factories, which are intended 
© for Europe, together with the ſafe and eaſy na- 
cc yigation for the freight ſhips, are benefits which 

« your honourable Court muſt be ſenſible, do ma- 
C terially concern the Company. But when the 


matter is conſidered in a political and national 


. « * light, it will be found an object of the firſt ns 


& portance z becauſe the Bay of Bengal may then 


2 burthen can be docked and refitted at New 
Harbour, without going round to Bombay: ; 


* and I believe there is not one Member of your 


20 honourable Court, who i is not convinced of the 


. _ * this will bet to the Bririſh navy. 


— ga Richie, the honourable Company hk. 


Vork to be done at New Harbour. The dry- 
0 dock ſtores are in che charge of Mefirs. Drozz 


© ditors; the principal of whom are Mr. Francis; ; 


* Mr. Droz, Mr. Higginſon, Mr. Palk, Mr. Par- 


«Mr. Wheler, Sir Robert Chambers, Mr. Dacres; 


5 * ry, Mr. Hoſea, Sir Thomas Rumbold, Mr. 
„ Halhed, Mr. Moore, Mr. Goodwin, Colonel 
« Ironſide, Captain Hill, Colonel Fiſcar, Mr. J. 


: « 2 Suchardſon, Mr, Wood, Rev. Mr. Kiernander, 
. 66 Mr. nee, 
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te Mr. Alexander, Major M Clary, Mr. Holme, Mr. 


* Crofts, Mr. Prinſop, Major Stuart, Dr. Gard - 
* ner, Major Webber, Mr. Livius, Dr. Hunter, 
« Dr. Stark, Rajah Nobkiſſen, and ſome others. 


omitted the name of Mr. Haſtings, becauſe all 


„my other creditors came to the 9 reſo- 
us * lution. 


I 2 Fort William, the 18th of Oftober; FIN 


F Agreed to ſupport the propoſition of 
8 the 13th of September, ſigned by the creditors, 
; « and permit Mr. Lacam to confeſs: a judgement 5 

2 tothe Governor General, and 10 pay the amount 
« thereof, out of ſuch effects as are now to be 


old.“ 


« Tun, W 8. may ſatisfy you of the — 
« hearty unanimity which prevailed at Bengal, i 8 

1 « defence of this buſineſs, and in commiſeration 55 
e for the hardſhips 1 had ſuffered : and when your 15 
ä « honourable Court ſhall coniider, that theſe _ 
« < tlemen remitted no leſs than 11 ,6501. to alleviate 
6 my difficulties, 1 doubt not but [ ſhall find tze 
7 ſame n ſpirit prevail | in a your honourable 


4 Court. 


6 © My preſent 3 in this country, is i fork 
« as compels me to beg the favour of your anſwer _ 
k « to the propoſition in my letter of the 10th of | 


December laſt, viz. 


a 
K 


dg of 


„ *4 


= SI Tuar 


THAT theright aeg of my property in 
«New Harbou (which was in treaty for ſale) hav- 
ing been withheld by declarations againſt the va- 
dity of the grant for thoſe poſſeſſions, which ren». 
“ dered the whole, or any part, totally unſaleable; 
that the Company do receive the harbour ſtock 
te and block, paying for it the ſum at which Meſſts. 

” « Sanderſon and Halhed agreed to purchaſe, with 
1 ſuch intereſt as may be thought reaſonable to the = 
= Mm time of this adjuſtment. 15 8 TY, 5 


_ « As the ears were dire to diſpoſe af 85 
| « All the veſſels belonging to the harbour, and other 


* periſhable articles, the amount of ſuch ſales will 


«ſtand in part of payment : but one half of the 


& © whole amount ot muſt pray your honourable - 
20M Court to grant me here, which will enable nee 


* to give two years credit for the remaining half, . 


© payable in 9 and che eme to run without 


— * "7 intereſt, 


I... «1 have the honour to be, 8 
0 * With the higheſt reſpect, 
2% b Eo. Honourable in, . 
« « Your faithful, 
8 Moſt obedient, and 
— Moſt humble Servant, | RS 
3 BENJAMIN LAC AN. 


cen STREET, Logon. — EI _ 
. 1... Sebruary 12, 62. = 
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; A the Company taken him at his word, 

90, 00, would have been paid to Mr. Lacam for 
ſtock and block. Let us ſee how far that would 
have gone to pay his debts, and render him an 
independent man. The above mentioned gentle- 
men, he ſtiles his principal creditors : : there were, 
indeed, ſome others; and to both forts he ſtood 
indebted (as 1 have heard) full ſixty thouſand 
pounds ſterling. He had no other occupation or 


- mercantile concern than the chunam contract 
blended with New Harbour. The ſtock em- 
= ployed i ih both, take which of the z above ſtatements 
you pleaſe, did not exceed 30, ol. New Har- 
bour never returned a rupee but the 400 men 


_ tioned, and allowed to have been collected from : 


the boats in five months. The whole weight ; 


therefore, of the intereſt on the above ſum of private 
debts, as well as Mr. Lacam's current expences, 


had nothing elſe to bear it up but the profits of the 


chunam contract, and hopes from New Harbour. 


Which laſt plan, Mr. Sanderſon informed your 
= Committee, required a further ſum of 25,000]. to 


- finiſh it. Can you, after this diſcovery, be ſur- 


priſed, Sir Philip, that Mr. Lacam's mind was = 
confuſed, and his memory incapable of retaining all —” 


the fictions which he gave out. but was ſome- 15 
times apt to contradiet himſelt? His intereſts 


= made it neceſſary for him to keep his creditors I 7: 
| norant of each others claims upon him. Such a 
diſcovery would at once have blown up his private as 


M a and 


a. 


THA the right of diſpoſing of my property! in 
New Harbour (which was in treaty for ſale) hav- 
ing been withheld by declarations againſt the va- 
<«<']jdity of the grant for thoſe poſſeſſions, which rene. 
<« dered the whole, or any part, totally unfaleable 
e that the Company do receive the harbour ſtock 
<« and block, paying for it the ſum at which Meſſrs. 
e Sanderſon and Halhed agreed to purchaſe, with 
i ſuch intereſt as may be thought 1 reaſonable to the 
time of this 3 Tet 1470 


„ As * truftces were defi to diſpoſe, 0 * 
0 all the veſſels belonging to the harbour, and other 
- periſhable articles, the amount of ſuch ſales will 


. _ an in part of payment: but one half of the 


„Whole amount I muſt pray your honourable 


cc Court to grant me here, which will enable _ 


© to give two years credir for the remaining half, 


b papyable in * and the fame to run without 


3 ws intereſt, 


« 1 have the honour to be, 
+ Na * With the higheſt abe, 
15 40 Henourable Sir, 
3 « * Your faithful, 
e 40 © Moſt obedient, and | 
DDD Moſt humble Servant, © 1 
a A BENJAMIN LACAM. 1 
rer. STREET, "MED DOTTED TSS, 10 
n 125 1708. a l 
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go, oo. would have been paid to Mr. Lacam for 
ſtock and block. Let us ſee how far that would: 
have gone to pay his debts, and render him an 
independent man. The above mentioned gentle: 
men, he ſtiles his principal creditors: there were, 
indeed, ſome others; and to both ſorts he ſtood 
indebted (as 1 have heard) full ſixty thouſand 
pounds ſterling. He had no other occupation or 


: nercantile concern than the chunam contract 


blended with New Harbour. T he ſtocx em- 


8 ployed in both, take which of the above ſtatements 5 


you pleaſe, did not exceed 30,0001. New Har- 
bour never returned a rupee but the 400 men- 


* tioned, and allowed to have been collected from 
= the boats in five months. The whole weight 
therefore, of the intereſt on the above ſum of private 


debts, as well as Mr. Lacam's current expences, 
had nothing elſe to bear it up but the profits of the 


chunam contract, and hopes from New Harbour. 


Which laſt plan, Mr. Sanderſon informed your 
EY Committee, required a further ſum of 2 5,000l. =_ 
finiſh it. Can you, after this diſcovery, be ſur- 


- priſed, Sir Philip, that Mr. Lacam's mind was 


: confuſed, and his memory incapable of retaining mc. 


the fictions which he gave out. but was ſome- 
times apt to contradict himſelt? His intereſts 


made i it neceſſary for him to keep his creditors i = 


norant of each others claims upon him. Such a 


= diſcovery would at once have blown up his private EY 
3 end 
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and public credit. Read his correſpondence with 
Mr. Price, and from it judge where the ſhoe 
pinched; when he wrote Letter No. 2 correſ- 
pondence, and what cauſed him to loſe his temper 
ſo much, on receiving No. 3, g, and 7, from the 
ſame gentleman ; ; and I do think, Sir Philip, that 
curiolity will induce you to read rhe whole. Is 


To this man your committee have given the 
euern character in Page 34 of your report. 


« Anp your Commitror cannot ; cloſe Ale re- 
1 port, without doing Mr. Lacam, the petitioner, 


the juſtice to declare, that * find, from peru- 
— * ſing the public documents produced to them, N 
1 « that in all his tranſactions with the government 
i. of Bengal, he was candid, honourable, and ſub- 


* miſſive; and in his dealings with individuals, ; 
. equitable, liberal, and inoffenſive: and your 


Committee collected, from the united teſtimony N 


« of all the witneſſes examined, as well as from the 
« opinions expreſſed by ſeveral of their own mem- 


| © bers, well acquainted with Mr. Lacam, his cir- 


5 0 cumſtances and ſituation; TY that he has always 


a been eſteemed a man of great ingenuity, indefa- : 


cc * tigable induſtry, and unimpeached | integrity "Oy 


40 © to which your Committee think it right to add, 


6 that he appears to them deſerving of the coun- 1 0 

e tenance and ſupport of this Houſe, and of his | 

—"P . as n devoted his Knowledge, his 
EE i 12 i experience, 
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pee! his a Gavijoe, and. many years: « his 
life, to the completion of an undertaking, from 
_ 4, which the Eaſt India Company, and the nation, 
may expect to reap moſt . and ums; 
nent A cog 


Þi SHALL conclude theſe remarks on your report, - 
Sir Philip, with a ſtory L heard at Bengal, from a 


gentleman who lived in the houſe with General 


 Clavering, and did all in his power to ſhew the Ge- 


neral, how much his declared animoſity to Go- 


vernor Haſtings had operated in the ſettlement, 
by keeping the moſt creditable of the inhabitants 
from his houſe, whilſt it was infeſted with ſuch 


viſitants as Mr. Lacam, who had turned round | 
_—_ ' power, at all periods. . The General's anſwer ; 


5 was as follows ; $ 


« Sin, 


« 'E and my e Colonel Monſon and Mr. 


Francis, have been ſent 1 into this country to redreſs 


the grievances of the natives, and put an end to 


— = peculations and extortions which prevail. IO 
This we cannot do, except we come to know. 


; Who amongſt the old adminiſtration have been 


2 guilty of ſuch enormities. Rajah Nundcomar, ; 


who has heretofore been the prime miniſter of 
this « country, offered himſelf to produce proof po- 
bie of of numberleſs extortions, Thoſe he had al- 
Ws ready 
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ready given in, were of immenſe importance; but 
they came to hand fo late, that the laſt ſhip of 
the ſeaſon had been diſpatched, though not yet 
gone to ſea. It was in vain for us to truſt any of 
the officers, who acted under the late government: 
excules would have been tound; ; the impoſſibility 
of ſending Letters down in time, to catch the ſhips, 
would have been quoted. In ſhort, we had no- 
thing left for it, but to make our difficulties 
known to M r, Lacam; ; who boldly undertook the 


_ taſk, and executed ir, at the riſk of his life. Af. 
ter ſuch proof of his attachment and defire to ſerve 


us, do you come with a ſtory about his former 
friends! > Why, Sir, thoſe former friends, to Whom 


he ſtands indebted, and to no body elſe, have in re- 


venge for his intrepidity i in our ſervice, called up- 


on him ſuddenly, for the whole amount of all their 
Bonds, which bonds were given for Mr. Han- TY 


cock's concern, of one third, in the chunam con- 


tract; for which poor Lacam was obliged * 
— 50,000 rupees premium. Since transferring : 


of which ſhare, every impediment has been thrown | 
in the way of his plan to repair the King and 5 
Company's ſhips ac New Harbour. It is you, 
Sir, that have been impoſed on, not us. Mr. La- 
cam is a public ſpirited, meek, and independent 
man. And now that we have the authority cf 
Sir John Clerke to juſtify our recommendation of 
5 bis ſcheme to the — he mall want 


for 
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far no, aſſiſtance nor recommendations in our 


Power. . 


* 
. 44 


 £ © * 
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2, Taest aſſertions of the General, gave cauſe 

to the following correſpondence between Mr. 
Lacam and Mr. Price. Mr. Lacam's Letter, 

No. 2 of the correſpondence, will pretty nearly 
fix the time when he had filled the head of Gene- 1 
ral Clavering with the ideas of his being a rich and 


eee man. 


1 Hs nie * Qrancals diſpatches on board 
1 ſhip Anſon, lying at Ingellee, in the latter end 
of April, 1773, and the bonds were, as Mr. 1 

cam himſelf ſays (by accident) preſented the 17th 7 

of June. | The General's converſation with the 
= gentleman muſt, therefore, have been poſterior to 
1 - laſt, as both circumſtances were mentioned in 
l If, at that time, as the General aſſerted, Mr. 
3 was indebted to no body but his former | 
friends, and that on account of the ſhares i in the 
cChunam contract, the money from the reſt of his 
creditors muſt have been borrowed ſince; and 1 
have ſhewn from his own account, that it was 

a wanted to carry on New Harbour ſcheme. 

of The recall of the grant happened in Octo- 

\ 1776, and no work was carried on at 

New Harbour alterwards. | Yet this man has 


W. 


had the idee to Alen a. . 


1 his 


5 rug and abuſe of the party runners and writers, 


066 


his ——— his ruin originated from | 
the recall of the grant, N * that . and ** 
20 otber. . 
by 1 HoPE, Sir Philip, that I have convinced you, 
and every other impartial perſon, who ſhall read 
| this book, of the truth of my aſſertion, viz. that the 
recall of Mr. Lacam's grant for New Harbour, in 
5 Bengal, by the Governor General and Council, 3 
order to have amended the tax clauſe, which had 


been tacked to it—did not cauſe the ruin of Mr. : 


his own obſtinacy which brought on an inveſti- 
gation into the ſtate of his affairs by his creditors ; 5 
and, in conſequence, convinced them, that he had 
long before been i in a ſtate of nner 


7 


1 STILL | ſtand 48 Sir Philip, to give you 

my real reaſons for undertaking this laborious en 
amination into your pot, and L will do it can- 
Tux nation is too much accuſtomed to the ſeur- 


of the ins and of the outs, to ſuffer their aſi 
. to make much impreſſion on their minds, : 
to the prejudice of the private characters of ſuck. 
indiv iduals as are concerned i in the affray. Lord 
North carried the baſket, containing the national 
York! Gn dre loaves 


2 


: Benjamin Lacam, the petitioner ; but that 1 was - 


into meſſes, and diſtribute to their liking, the good 
. things in the baſtet, and, in conſequence, they 
. went together by the ears amongſt themſelves, about 


itt ſhould ſeem, that in politics, there is neither 


wy = 

loaves and fiſhes, a very long time, and it coſt 
the Rockinghams and Foxites 'a deal of angry 
abuſe, to pelt it off from his head: their on 
baſket bearer died before they had time to carve 


the appotutment of a new baſket bearer. The 
Shelburnites ſucceeded; and the Foxites, wich 


ſome of the Rockingbams, were obliged to W 
and leave the baſtet to their new advertaries. But 


love nor hatred, of long 2 duration. Preſent inte- 


reſt makes the help of old enemies convenient. 
and conveniency is eaſily melred down into ne- 


LL tical caſviſtry, to perſuade the people, that all is 


ceſlity, and neceſſity formed the coalition · Thus, 1 


there is vaſt variety of changes continually ring- 


ing on the political bells, and next winter we may 


ſee the ſame men, ſtraining every figure of poli· 


going, and muſt go, to ruin, * the baſtet is not 


taken from the head of the Duke of Portland, and 

5 replaced back on that of Lord North; or tranſ- - 
| ferred to one of the new candidates, Fe ox or Pitt. 
There is nothing contributes ſo much to the ſhift- 


5 ing of the baſket, as the outs roaring until they 


ate black in the face, to perſuade the million, 
that che baſtet ſo overflows with good things, that 
e in * ort time 9 * nation, i 


I 
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they Dy not join one and all, to compel the baſtri 

5 bearer of the day, to give up ſome of the frag- 

ments and ſcraps to the people. This doctrine 

has ſucceeded fo often of late, and the fate ba/- 

tet been thereby ſo rifled, and ſo plundered, that a 

famous leader amongſt the Rockinghams, ſwears 
by all that is good and gracious, that the 5aſtet is 
no become ſo poor and empty, from the loſs of 


. preſent bearer's head, for want of meſſes ſufficient 


kept in continual action of hard duty, to beat off 


fifty eight mal- contents, who wiſh to bear it away, 
he, therefore, humbly moves the Monks for leave 


to transfer ſome of the ftock loaves and fiſhes, now = 
poſſeſſed by the Eaſt India Company, to the na- 


=—_ gay. bas ue. is 1 "gs and . 10 = 
—_—— = 
hes: my. conſcience I believe, cond. really; Sir 
1 Philip, cannot help thinking, but that you alſo = 
believe with me) that the true object of Mr. 
5 -Burke's new re g ulating Bill for Aſiatic affairs, * 5 
procure the means to repleniſh the 59/ter, which 


the good things welt of the atlantic, that it is : 
| hardly poſſible to keep the baſket fleady on tj 


-— feed the three hundred ſupporters, who are 
and repel the efforts of the other two hundred and . 
in order to divide the ſpoil amongſt themſelves; U 


to bring in a Bill to enable the preſent poſſeſſors = 


5 tional baſket, becauſe. the influence of the ſaid Com- — 


for 


cm) 


3 np years" (hüllt amongſt the ents) he 


took ſo much pains to impoveriſn; yet ſurely 
this (perhaps neceffary) augmentation of the 


means to carry on ſmoothly the current buſineſs 


of the nation, might be obtained without the uſe 
olf ſcurrility and abuſe of an abſent man. We 


no know, even from himſelf, that he deemed 


Lord North to be a very worthy, honeſt, and ho- 


nourable man, and a good and loy al ſubject; and 


that all the pelting Which his Lordſhip under- ; 
5 went from the orator, at St. Stephen' s, was aimed 


at the baſket on his head, and not at the man; ; 
and had this great Roſcius confined himſelf to 


_ abuſing Mr. Haſtings the Aſiatic baſtet bearer) . 
only, when abouring in his vocation on the na- 


tional theatre, | it would have been fully explained 


1 by his recent conduct, in defending the late . 
5 Powell, and adding his ſhoulder to that of Lord 


North, in order to prop the * on che bead of 


5 his Grace of Portland, 


Bur, Sir « Philip, the 1 has been dreper laid, 5 


and the action infinitely more extended; nor would TY 
teen long tragic acts, compoſed by the orator, and 


fſanctiñied by the Select Committee of the Houſe 


of Commons, ſatify this great Stagyrite. A farce 
was wanted to compleat the drama; a Committee 
was formed, and Mr. Lacam ! the Aa of 
dee ren | 


Non, 
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Now, Sir Philip, comes my dw for hevins 
given you this trouble. It was from October, 
1774, to October, 17 76, that General John Ola- 
vering, and his party, governed Bengal: within 
that period, all the infamous libels on the character 
of Governor General Haſtings were collected and 
tranſmitted to this country, by that much deceived | 
: gentleman and his coadjutors. There is o know- Y 
ing the private ſentiments of another man's heart; 
but ! believe it as much as I do any human cir- 
cumſtance, that the General lived to diſcover what 
a ſet of vile wretches had been impoſed upon him, 
on bis firſt coming into the country z that, however 


5 


deſirous he might be as a politician, to remove 


1 Goyernor Haſtings out of bis way to the chair, he 


was ſhocked at recollecting, to what lengths party 
rage had carried him, and how much he had com- 


mitted himſelf to prove to the Company, the Mi- 


. the greateſt peculator this nation had ever pro- | 


_ come to diſcover, that he had erected his battery : 
dn a rotten foundation. The firſt trait in the cha- ry 
_ rafter of the Governor General of Bengal, is an 


8 duced. By degrees, the General's eyes were 7 


niſtry, and to this country, that Mr. Haſtings was : 


op ed ; and it was impoſſible, but that he muſt ; 


3 abſolute diſregard of money, and that to ſuch a 


degree of dilintereſtedneſs, that I do not recolle& a 

2 ſingle inſtance in all hiſtory, of a ſtateſman in a ; 
fimilar ſituation, jo perfectly free from that odio 

(though, 1 much fear) natural vice. Ambitious 


1 


tinguiſh the light of the ſun by a fire engine, or 2 
| ſchool- boy” s ſquirt. I fay, Sir Philip, that I be- 


and believe, that from his ſoul, he was convinced 


1 oppreſſor r nor n. 


1 leaft, that gentleman has acted the part of 3 
Clavering fo very well, that we are compelled: © — 
ſuppoſe, that he believed what he ſaid, when in the | 
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of fame, he moſt certainly is, and perhaps, part of 
his political conduct in the government of Bengal, 

may be vulnerable. But to have grounded the at- 
rack, and reſted all their hopes of bringing about his 
removal from the government, by attempting to 
find proofs of his avarice, was like trying to ex- 


heve, that General Sir John Clavering began to be 


convinced of this in his laſt illneſs; nor is it un- 


5 likely, but that a man of honour and a Chriſtian > 
mould ſuffer in mind, from ſuch a reflection in his 


laſt moments. Perfect, as he might have been, in 


all the wiles of a courtier, politician, and ſtateſ: 5 


man, the ſoldier's honour remained, and, I hope: 


before he died, that Mr. Haſtings was neither an 2 


- Howzven this may have , Mr. - Phitip ” 


Francis lives, and has found means to inftil th g LD 
fame notions into the mind of Mr. Burke; at 1 


moſt ſolemn manner, he pledged himſelf to the 


Houſe, to God, and his country, that he would 
prove Mr. Haſtings to be a moſt notorious de- 
linquent. It is very true, that ſince the firſt ſet 


. ares CI ſome traits of that 
„ honourable — 


(en) 
honourable. gentleman's character; as a poliaieianp 5 


have appeared, that were before obſcured by the 
blaze of patriotiſm which ſurrounded him, and hid 
| from the common eye, his natural defects. The 
1 cot, the cloven foot, hath ſince appeared from un- 


1 der the patriotic cloak, and his deſcent been diſco- 85 
DE | vered _ the — n. 92 


. Tur part Mr. Lacam has been \ puſtd forward 15 

co act at your Committee, was performed at the "ul 
= --- Select Committee by Mr. Philip Francis. Had 

6 . both parts not pertained to the ſame ſyſtem, can 

you conceive, that ſo frivolous a diſpute as that of 

5 Mr. Lacam 's, would have taken any part of the time 

8 of the national ſenate ? ? The ſmalleſt ſpot now caſt 

on the honour of Governor Haſtings, would con- 

| tribute its mite towards bringing about bis remo- 

val. And believe me, Sir Philip, that ſeveral 

. gentlemen in your Committee in the Houſe of 

PN Commons, i in the Court of Directors, and amongſt ” 

the Proprietors at large, have had their minds 

| warped againſt the Governor General, from having : 

been aſſured, that Mr. Lacam's ſcheme was ob= _ 
ang, ſtructed, and his grant taken away, on party prin- + 

85 ciples 35 and ſince your report has been circulated, _ 

| (which it has, with uncommon induſtry) many 

perſons have obſerved, that Governor General 

HFaſtings muſt be a very wicked man, not only 

for bringing about the deſtruction of a poor indi- 

vidual, but alſo for reſuming a legal — a6ige. 

EDT vernment, == 
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vernment, and thereby prevent from being cars 
ried into execution, a ſcheme 0 e wich: ons. 
vate and — — „ mining 10 2881 


1 +. | PESTTYS I ire! 


Mat the friends of that ao ee not 
good cauſe for coming forward in his defence, | 
when every means have been uſed, to prejudice | 
the public againſt him ? when old papers at the 
India Houſe have been ranſacked, and Mr. Phi- 
lip Francis employed to point out ſuck of the in- 5 
famous libels, procured by the influence of the go- : 
vernment of Bengal, in 1774. 1775, and 1776, to 
injure the character of Mr. Haſtings? ? Hath not 
_ the fulleſt ſcope been given to the inventive ge- 
nius of the great oratorial Commentator, in the 
- ninth report of your Select Committee? and has not 
i bookſeller been employed to publiſh i it to all the 
nation, in order to inflame the minds of the people, oy 
and to prepare them to believe, that it is abſoiutely 
neceſſary to change the whole of the conſtitution of 
the Eaſt India Company? And have not your 


Committee, in ſome degree, countenanced ſuch 


5 proceedings, by ſuffering Mr. Lacam to impoſe 


on them verbal evidence, who were not compe- 


tent to the matter and written documents, Which, 
by ee one ſide of the queſtion only, muſt 

| inevitably miſlead the minds of thoſe who ſhall 
read your report, and form their judgment on that 


only? If 1 have proved to you, Sir Philip, in 


1 this publication, that doch has really been the 8 


— 385 nn a an - — —— caſe, 


Committee, under the head cloths, or piece goo 
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caſe (and I truſt that I have done ſo) I do e 


you, on my word, that if the Houſe of Commons 


would condeſcend to grant me the ſame power 
over the clerks and papers at the India Houſe, 

| which have been granted to the Select Committee, 
— would conſent to be ſhut up three months, and 

live on bread and water only, under charge of one = 
of their own officers; 1 T' did not, at the end 
of that time, produce as compleat a refutation ß 

the ninth report, and all the facts contained in 
it, as I have done of the facts and aſſertions imi- 
poſed on your Committee by Mr. Lacam, then 
would 1 be content to be hung * in Palace- | 2 


— 


— 1 think, that Major Scott has given TT 


3 the ninth report its death-wound, in his two Letters 4 
do Mr. Burke already; but as 1 have a little paper 
to ſpare, I will fingle out one ſtory trom the ninth 
report, which has been as much diſtorted and miſ- f 
N repreſented as any part of your report by Mr. La- L 
. relate it to you in the ſimple _ - 
— _—_ unadorned by comment, declamation, re- : 
- Aſian, or * inflevvation, of any kind whatever : i : 


In page 32, py the ann report of POE Sete N 


ſtory is told of © oppreſſions, ſaid to have been com- 
mirted by Mr. Richard Barwell, whilſt factory 
ws Chief | 
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chief of Dacca, on certain natthanis called dels, 


by depriving them of their employment, confining 
of their perſons, and extorting money from them: 
Theſe facts the compiler of the report takes for 


- unaccompanied by any anſwer from the defend, 


This ſuppoſed omiſſion is conſtrued into e 488 | 
_ _ and .infinuations of the moſt malignant 

nature, apphed to it by the compiler. In van 
does Mr. Barwell inform the Committee, that | 
be had filed an anſwer to the bill, which he ſuppoſes 5 

- may be found in its proper place, the records of 
the Supreme Court of Judicature of Bengal, and 
that i it reſted with the plaintiffs to go on with the 
ſiuit. This anſwer (the only one which Mr. —_ 
well could poſſibly make) has alſo been ſubjected to 
iaſinuations and comments, by the compiler of tbe 
report, which, if underſtood, as it is clearly.the 
; intention af the Committee they ſhould. be under- . 
ſtood by the reader, the inevitable concluſion _— — 
that Mr. Barwell is guilty of the crimes. charged 5 


in the bil, which are only ſhort of murder. 
e Hax, 


granted, and reaſons on them with all the chicane- 
ty of a Wapping Solicitor. 
preme Court of Judicature, at Calcutta in Bengal, 
againſt Mr. Barwell, by the-deldls, is produced in 
1 appendix, to ſupport the reaſoning i in the body L 
of the report, and concluſions drawn from the af- RD 
ſertions in the bill, as if they. were all:eſtab] hed 
facts. A copy of the bill itſelf, was found by:the 
aſſiſtance of Mr. Philip Francis, on the face of he 
Eaſt India Company“ s records at the India Houſe, 


A bill filed in the Su- 


0 178 


Ae Hess, Su P bil. von. lee wherein, the Selẽt 
Committee and Mr. Lacam' 8 Comqzittee differ. 


The former give in copies of charges, made againſt 
Mr. Barwell on the other fide the world, without 


1e 


his anſwers, entered on the ſpot. Your Commit- 
tee give the anſwers malle by Mir. Lacam, 8 
Charges at the ſame place; but without the charges; : 
1 though thoſe laſt really were to be had in their 
proper place, Leadenhall-Streer. Your Commir- 2 
tee omit to ſearch for what they knew might be 0 
found; and the Select Committee ſearch in the 
ſame place, for what! it was impoſũble ſhould be 
found there! Mr. Secretary Fox was certainly right 
in ſaying that the Houſe, in their debates, ſhould 
diveſt themſelves of Committee prejud;ces, That _ 
gentleman | is too much a man of honour, to ſuffer 
the Houſe ſquabbles about the baſtet, to be car- 
ried ſuch lengths, as to prejudice the character of | 
indi- iduale, not at all concerned in the ſcuffſe: 2 
And Lord North lays, that mal-adminiſtration, 
waſte of public money for private purpoſes, de- 
faulter of millions, delinquent, rapacious mon- 
. betrayer of the national honour, plunderer, 8 


oppreſſor, corrupter of the morals of the people, 
extender of the influence of the crown, ſupporter 
of tyranny, and fifty thouſand ocher;harſh, epichets 1 
and ſcurrilous appellations, | mean no more, -1 


bebe. than 1 do in ache x ae ne 1 1 


"a | 


* 


8 


= C9) | 
hopes of melks, when the zeſtet ſhall be won thoſe 
in tlie Houſe ; nothing perfotial i is ever meant 'by 
either. But his Lordſf lip, like Mr. For, feels « iſ 
guſtec at ſeeing ſuch : a uſe made of them in re- 
Pofts; ;/ becauſe it is as improper, as it would be 
in a grand jury to ſtuff a a bill, found by them againſt 5 
E priincr” going to be tried for his life, with in- 


 finuations and comments, prej judicial to kis moral 
character. 2 


7  _— 


bv Sir Philip, k ks is tber te of the 
5 eſtion ; not offered in defence of Mr. Barwell, 
(for that gentleman, I ſuppole, feels himſelf in- 
vulnerable againſt ſuch vague declamation, and 
ungenerous infinuarion,) but to ſhew how neceſſary 
it is for the Members of the Houſe of Commons, 
to attend to the advice of Mr. Fox, and the re- 
marks of Lord North, before they give judgement 
on matters conveyed to them in Committee re- 


Potts⸗ Where charges appear without defences, or : 
defences withour bow cn er ory 


Wen the e Engliſh Faſt ldi Company bit 


tilled to Bengal, they were obliged to take foch 


goods as were ready manufactured; but as the aſ · 
ſottments did not always ſuit the markets i in Eu- 
To e, they were obliged to deſiſt from trading by 
ſup Xercargoes, and eftabliſh fixed factories, which 


they did under favour of grants from the Mogul ED 


government. Lines were drawn round thoſe . 
ML vi 3 
qo nn N 2 tories 
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tories at certain diſtances; all the) g 3 vithin 


thoſe lines, was granted to them in -lovereignty Z 


| and the people dwelling under their protection, 


were made ſubject to their laws and regulations. 


Still their communication with the i interior parts of 
the country, was very imperfect; nor could they 
truſt their maſters property with ſafety, in | 
hands of the weavers diſperſed all over the pro- 
vinces, and were therefore compelled to employ. 
. country born merchants, in quality of brokers, or 
deldals, to provide the goods they wanted for the 
- European market. Theſe deldls, with their families, 
removed within the Engliſh pale, were ſubje& to 
the by laws and regulations of the Engliſh factory, —— 
under whoſe protection they dwelt. When any of 1 
them failed in their contracts, or refuſed to come 
to account with the Company for balances due, 
the chief of the factory ſet guards on their houſes 
as a mark of diſcredit, and if neceſſary, ſeized and 
i confined their perſons as debtors, in the factory . 
priſon. | In proceſs of time, thele delals united in 
a a body, oppreſſed the weavers, by bribing the 
| Mogul's officers, raiſed the price, and lowered 
the quality, of the inveſtment, infomuch, that 
f great complaints were made by the Company | 
trom home, of the inferiority of the Bengal goods, Ty 
as well as the enhancement of the e 


the 


Warn Mr. F a a preſent: Sheriff, of 


_ Sufſex) was in Council at Calcutta, and had in 


quali 7 
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quality of export watehoulſe-keeper at that ſettle. 
ment, charge of what are called the Calcutta au- 
rungs, or villages of weavers, where that part of 
the Company's inveſtments was provided, he diſ- 
covered the pernicious tendency of the interpoſi- 
tion of 'delals, between the Company and the 
weavers, and put an end to ſuch agents, by ad- 
vancing the money directly to the weavers them- 

| ſelves, and the affortments of goods fo provided, 
—_ recovered their primitive quality. This ' meaſure - | 
was approved by the Governor and Council on the 


ſpot, and commended by the Company from home. 3 


But in the out factories, the old ſyſtem was con- 
tinued; until at length, the Company complained 
from home, that the Dacca cloths were ſo very 


1 inferior to what they had formerly been, and be- 
ſides was ſo much enhanced in the price, that they a 


5 were obliged to fell them in Europe below the 
prone wor 


Ir happened that Mr. Barwell had bits em- 
pibped to conduct the Maulda factory inveſtment 


of white cloth, which the Company found to be = 
very good, and i in conſequence, deemed him to be 55 


Bs a. + proper man for them to appoint chief 


of Dacca, that by his knowledge, diligence, and 
alſiduity, he might reſtore the white cloth in- 
veſtment to its primitive goodneſs and price; 1 


4«ccordingly in 1772, orders were ſent out to Ben- 


n * * * purpoſe, and Mr. Barwell, in 
RL : conſequence, : 


„ een) 

conſequence, took charge of the-Dacca inveſtment 
in 1773. Staving Mr. Franklin's approved preces 
dent to go by, and preſſed by the weayers them: = 
ſelves to adopt that ſyſtem, he diſplaced: the delalr; 
and ſent the Company's: yaunger ſervants toſthe 
villages or aurungs, to advance the Company's 
money direct to the weavers, in conſequence of 


| which, the Bengal inveſtment of Dacca white cloth == 


fror 1773, was the beſt that the e h | dreceiv- F . 
; ed fince before the trouble of 17 56. 8 5 


tin a facts x may | hs — by. e to a 


= India Houſe, and ought to have been laid be» 
fore the Houſe; and I will tell Pome! Sir P "OW = | 
wy * were not. = Tu 1 


uh 1774, je ery n Colonel PER 


md Mr. Philip Francis, directed every thing in te | 


government of Bengal, by their majority in all 
caſes in the Council General. Mr. Barwell had 


been called down from his chiefship of Dacca, " 


„ conſequence of his having been appointed one of | 
the Supreme Council. To drive the Governor G- 
. neral out of the chair, and lay violent hands "_ 


the Bengal baſket with the loaves and fiſhes, was the or 


obiect in view with the triumvirate. Mr. Barwell | 


6 | oppoſed: their violence, becauſe 1 it was made \pet- 


ſonal againſt Mr. Haſtings, and in revenge, agents 


were employed to procure complaints againſt him. 
— — Lit who had been diſmiſſed by Mr. 
| Barwel!, 


atb tors of infarmmers i in Calcutta, proceeded to the 
Preſidency, and was encouraged. by the agents af 

the Majority, to file a bill in the Supreme Court of 
Juſtice; againſt Mr. Barwell. A bill was accord- 
ingly filed, ſtuffed with all the cant and technical 

phraſe, uſed by the law practitioners in an Engliſn 
court of juſtice. To this, in due time, Mr. Bar- 

well, by his attorney, filed an anſwer. The Ma- 
jority knew that heavy charges were contained in 
the bill, and that was ſufficient for them to 
tranefer it to the Company 8 records, and it came 


to Europe unattended by the anſwer. In Lea 5 


denhall- Street the Select Committee found it, 
and transferred the marrow of it, with com- 
ments and inſinuations, into their report, and a 
copy of the bill itſelf into their appendix, where 

not one man in a thouſand will ever look for it. 


sake to prove in the ſame manner, that every action 
of every chief of a factory who has ſerved in India, 


whether Portugueze, Dutch, French, or Engliſh, 
has been highly criminal, it brought to the teſt of 
the laws of England; becauſe all their actions muſt 


Such, Sir Philip, 18 the fact on both ſides the queſ- ; 
| tion; and though I am no lawyer, would under- 


Es have been regulated as Mr. Barwell's were, by the e : 
cuſtoms and uſages of the Aſiatics; and nine in 


ten of thoſe cuſtoms, are abſolutely criminal, not 


F the eye of the common, but of the ſtaruie 


law * gs. Country: + That, and that only, has 
916% = 5 made 
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made the diſmiſſing the delals, in the e af 
the lav, and comments of the compiler of the re- 
Port, oppreſſion of the Dacca merchants; confining 
them, falſe impri ſonment; and receiving back the 
money due from them to the nnn on e 


of cloths t not t delivered, extortion. 


ISRAEL. only add, that the numerous tales, 


| fo pathetically commented on by the Select Com- 
mittee's penman, derive their original from the 


fame quarter, and have been brought forward with 
the ſame | iatent, for which they were fabricated — 


veral iyears ago at Bengal, viz. to remove Govers 


nor Haſtings from the chair, and prejudice Mr. 


5 Barwell | in his clam to the ſucceſſion to that go- ; 


verninent. Mr. Philip Francis was Mr. Barwell's 
Junior then, and hopes now, by the affiitance of Mr. 
Burke, and General Smith, to ſuperſede. Governor 
Haſtings at Bengal. What then is his evidence 
worth? or what hopes are there of hearing truth 


from him? The people of this kingdom, are per- 


fectly well acquainted with, and not diſpleaſed at, 


5 the eternal ſcuffle kept up between the i ins and outs, | 
; about who ſhall bear the baſket, and are ſenſible, wat 


without meſſes prudently diſtributed from it by the 


5 poſſeſſors of the day, the government of this 


country could not go on Yer they are unaccuſtom- 


— ed to the having the reports of the Committees f 


2 the Houſe of Commons, retailed out by _— 
- bookſeller, comeining inſinuations W the hes: 
nour 


mur and Heftruftive of the peace of individuals, 
who are their fellow ſubjects, unaccompanied by. 
the appendix, in which ſuch of their reafoniing in 
their oum defence, as it bas been thought convenient 
even. in that to have laid before the Houſe, \mipbt 
he at the ſame time compared. I am convinced 


* that the compilers will draw very little credit 


to themſelves from ſach proceedings: and al- 


though it may be thought neceſſary, in order to. 


Py repleniſh the national baſket, ro remove Mr. Haſ- 
tings from, and deprive Mr. Barwell of his right 
of ſucceſſion, by rotation, to, the government o ß 
Bengal, it does not reſt with the votes of the 
Houſe, or their Committees reports, to diſgrace 


the firſt, or injure the laſt, in the opinion of 


any cool, diſpaſſionate Member of the Houſe 


| of Commons, who ſhall go to the trouble to read 


the appendix to the report. But Mr. Debrett, the 
5 bookſeller, has not publiſhed that appendix with the 


5 3 to the ot paged at large; 4 and he oy juſt y | 
* report itſelf, de 06 — not publiſh charges, cho f 1 


be may furniſh matter for charges.” He has 


given ſome part of the evidence, bir: does not 


6. think himſelf obliged. to give the whole W 2 
EY dence.” Excellent logic, to be ſure; „ 


muſt do an Engliſhman' s heart good, to hear ſuch 


Commons, to find it practiſed by two Commit- 
tees, and promulgated by a patriotic bookſeller, 
alle over che nation. By ſuch Sir — has 


doctrine held by a Committee of the Houſe of 
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Air Bae 4 Member of your 8 
tutated ; and the Governor of Bengal, beld up as a 
delinquent to the whole nation, without one ſingle 
inſtande of fault; failure in duty, or mal-adminiftra. 
— me- e e e ot ; 
homes? 
When * great orator en kite Pow in-the 
Houſe, to perform his -promiſe of proving G * 
viernor Haſtings a delinquent, and ſhew cauſe why 
and wherefore he ought to be removed from his go- 


1 Bengal, (though L have little faith i in 1 


what is called the operations of conſcience in ſuch a 


8 man as he,] I vill hope that ſome ariel from the 


late Mr. Powell, may thunder i in his ear Beware, 


- beware, beware! O, think on me! O wretched! 


0 borrible, moſt horrible! In human life, good 


i character is all that's worth the care of man: That 1 


rich gem loſt, the means whereby does pierce 


” beyond the grave, and enters the hereafter. Dread- : 
_ 7 O dteadfol! moſt dreadful |. Great Sir, be- 


2 ware; ſound well your ground; be ſure of facts; 
ere fancy mounted high on party wings, leaves 
reaſon far behind. Remember me! O. Sir, re- 


member me Juſt in the ſame degree as was found 5 


to bear truth's ſacred touch, is the great Haſtings 
guilty,” Sweet gratitude, a goddeſs priviledged to 
Walk the realms of fire, in lilly mantle clad, bears 
this from me. O, hear her, Sir! I cha-ge you, 
hear bet! The innocent to ſlander, and to blalt 
with p paſſion $ breath their well carn'd fame, to feed 
8 revenge, 


( 287 ) 
revenge, on prop a:notten cauſe, will on the day f 
count, weigh more than hell jitſelf, tor fink; your 
ſpirit dowu. Remember me reſting on others 
faith, plunge not too far in hateful accuſation- 
In my foul cauſe your honour has been-ſhaken, 
Caſt from you far away, the dire revenge and 


flilthy lies of Francis. O ſuffer not the fiend am- 


bition, with ſordid lucre joined, to darken your B 
minds eye. To proſtitute ſuch parts as yours, is 
1 debaſe the pureſt gitt of heaven. Beware, be- 

Ware. e! Beenden me * K O, remember | 


L meer 


ry \ © 


ienjzowns- poſſible to procure ſueh an -haneſt 


aæriel monitor, it would not do any good to men, ſo 


trammeled in the, dark ways of wicked policy, as 
the right honouraole gentlemen will hear nothing 


NY that makes againſt their intereſt, though to con- 


0 them, one ld ar iſe from the dead. 22 14. 


5 adn laſt WI Sir Philip, f for writing 2 cri- 
 ticiſmion your report, grows out of a point of 
duty. I too have ſerved the Eaſt India Company 
for thirty years in extending their Aſiatie com- 
merce, paying vaſt ſums into their treaſuries for 
duty on fair trade, and aſſiſting to chaſtize their 
enemies. I have yer in hope to ſerve them; nor 
with n this opportunity to ſay a few words 
ta the Court of Pirectors on the ſubject in hand. 
— — in pune at t Mr. 5 
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:Mrs Bamwell; 4 Member ou own Mouſe been 
tttated ; and the Governor of Bengal, held a 
delinquent to the whole nation, without one ſingle 
—— of fault, failure in duty, or mal-adminiſtra- 
— F n nnn _ a" | 
hose. - 50h e, elt 2} 
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When WY great orator | halt Wine in vide 
8 Houſe, to perform his -promiſe of proving G- 
VvVernor Haſtings a delinquent. and ſhew cavſe why 1 
and 'wherefore he ought to be removed from his go - 1 
vernment of Bengal, (though I have little faiths in 
What is called the « operations of conſcience i in ſuch a 
man as he,) 1 will hope that ſome ariel from the 
late Mr. Powell, may thunder in his ear Beware, 
beware, beware! O, think on me! O wrerched | £ 
O horrible, moſt horrible! In human life, good 
Character is all that 8 worth the care of man: That 
rich gem loſt, the means whereby does pierce 
beyond the grave, and enters the hereafter. Dread. 
ful! dreadful !- moſt dreadful | Great Sir, be- 1 
ware; ſound well your ground; be ſure of facts; 
cere fancy mounted high on party wings, leaves 
- reaſon; far behind. Remember me! O. Sir, _ 
member me! Juſt in the ſame degree as I was found 
to bear truth's ſacred touch, is the great Haſtings | 
guilty,” Sweet gratitude, a goddeſs priviledged to 
Walk the realms of fire, in lilly mantle clad, bears 
this from me. O, hear her, Sir! I cha-ge you, Ko 
hear her! The innocent to ſlander, and to blatt 
with ** s breath their well earn d fame, to feed 
revenge, 


gain 5 
tramme led in the dark ways of wicked policy, as 


( 187 ) 
revenge, on prop a:roten cauſe, will on the day of 
cant, weigh more than hell jtſelf, to ſinlæ your 
ſpirit dow u. Remember me reſting on othem 
faith, plunge not too far in hateful accuſation. 
In my foul cauſe; your honour has been ſhalcen . 
Caſt from you far away, the dire revenge and 
filthy lies of Francis. O ſuffer not the fiend am- 
bition, with ſordid lucre joined, to darken- your 
mind's eye. To proſtitute: ſuch parts as yours, is 


ware. e Ae me ! Os. remember 5 . 
e eee 


„ „ 0 


1 it was poſſible to procure Fuel an .haneft 


2nitor, it would not do any good to men, ſo 


the. right honourable gentlemen will hear nothing 


5 ta the Court of Directors on the ſubjec̃t in hand. 


that makes againſt their intereſt, though to con- 
ee them, one > ſhould ariſe from the dead. 


My laſt . Lic Philip, for writing 56 cri- 
ticiſm on your report, grows out of a point of 
duty, I too have ſerved the Eaſt India Company 
far chirty years in extending their Aſiatie com- 
merce, paying vaſt ſums into their treaſuries for 
Es duty on fair trade, and aſſiſting to chaſtize their 
enemies. I have yet in hope to ſerve them; nor 
Ai I omit this opportunity to ſay a few words 


* " 


\kboſe aun. a heard reh deal ef Mr. 
hogt 01 trist bimes I mod; ff E Lacanys 


£4 ;\ EDIT 
9 # > : | f 
* * 


i 


9 debaſe the pureſt g gitt of heaven. Beware, be- N 


which” important piece of ſervice, he modeſtly 
alkect to be put into their civil ſervice. He rated 
his merit as highly at firſt as at laſt. I have ſhe wn 


(188), 


Lacam's fervices; for inſtance, in 1562, he bad 
bern more than 4 year driving their Colees, for 


What he actually gained by his chunam contract; 


and how teazing, vexatious, and impertinent he 
nas proved, in his wild ſcheme of New Harbour; 
of which the Directors, even from the report itſelf, 
can learn nothing, but that Mr. Lacam wants 4 
penſion, or high rank in their ſervice. If they de- 
ny him thoſe (mind what 1 ſay, Sir Philip) he will 
| revert back to law, provided your favourable ac- 
count of him does but ſerve as a letter of credit 
at home; at Bengal! it will be waſte paper: There 
| gentlemen will turn to the date of their bonds, to | 
find in what harbour their property was ſunk—Z# 5 
aas not in New Harbour Vet this is the man who | 
mM dared to profane the high name of Haſtings. 
Such men as Mr. Lacam, the diſcernment of Phi- 
lip F rancis, Eſq. could eaſily draw round him; XA. 
and ſuch, if he ſucceeds, he will patronize. Padra 
Kiernander is very old. The C ompany ſhould make 
ſnort work of it, and ſend Mr. Lacam out to ſuc- 
ceed him at Calcutta, as | merhodiſt t preacher” and 
= Chriſtian maker: i Pr 


* 


— 


* Ounxrrorex a as the « lawyers fy Parliament % : 


2 of Vs e 


_ ſop to the mouthing double eyed cur of Hibernian 


| FE ten other full How that of eic. the maſters of 


hn of your Committee, attempt, to waſhi.g | 
Blackamoor * white, The Court of Directors Will do 
well to conſult the good of the nation in their own 
way. If they ſhall be compelled to toſs ſome ſcraps 
of patronage into the national bgſtet, or a large 


breed, who can help it? But they, or ſome other 
gentlemen, muſt be continued to act in their pre- 
ſent ſtation, or the oriental poſſeſſions will follow 
the accidental. 1 know more of the nature of their 
5 Bengal marine ſervice, than the whole of the evi- 
dence produced at the Committee, including the 
1 — petitioner. Nor is that ſaying much. It is very 
| practicable, and it would be attended with very 


to regiment the marine corps at Bengal. United 


15 


; an d diſciplined, they would fort [2], a ſtrong body. ot : 
a thouſand men. The maſter attendant to have the 


f little, if any, additional expence to the Company, . 


rank of colonel, his deputy that of lieutenant · col. 5 


the two firſt pilots to have the rank of majors, the 


— gunners. oo — to 7 Laenge 


5 the common European ſeamen to be corporals, and 


4 the country born ſeamen compoſe the rank and file, 


that port,) to wear — have commilony 
© given 


Not one rupee need be added to their preſent paß; 
and they ſhould be obliged, like the gentlemen, jn 
the Bombay marine, (who. alſo. ſerve as pilots 0 


F | ſhipoof the Company” $ to leave the river before 


- the coaſt of Coromandel, it commences the fair 


Op) 
given n and be ſubject to martial la. Te 
without expence to the Company, would Hft tat 
ſervice up from its preſent diſcredit, and create a 
Hirit du corps, that would perfect diſcipline; © Tue 
uſes ſuch a body of hardy men might be put to, i 
caſe of an invaſion, e for itſelf, ns hal 
for the b. „ e jt iitidihott 


1 0 
N „ 


7 Taz Company's ſtanding orders to Madraſs, are 
that no ſhip of theirs ſhall remain in Madraſs road 
after che 15th of October, but at the peril of the 
government, if not diſpatched by, and the com! 
mander, if he does not fail, on that day. The ap- N 
proach of the north- eaſt monſoon, which makes 


this order neceſſary at Madraſs, may with the ſame 
piropriety juſtify a ſimilar order to Bengal, for no 


the zoth of October; becauſe though the north; 
eaſt monſoon brings ſtorms and bad weather, on 


ſeaſon at Bengal. If to this order another was to 


be added, that no ſhips of the Company's ſhould © = 


leave Hughly river, after the laſt day of *Februt- f 


loſs of ſhips, and ignorance of pilots; at Bengal. 
But the ſpirit of mercantile adventure for the laſt 
thirty years, bas ſo increaſed, that Engliſh ſeamert” 
put all natural obſtacles at deflaner- They! 


brave" the very elements to hattiè; and if in 


ſueh daring, they happen to be defeated, inſteid 


ey would hear no more of the watt of water, 


(191) 


of ſubmitting to-the inevitable obiiſequentive@rheit- 
own-temericy, they raiſe complaints againſt provis- 
dence itſelf, when they ſuffer from ſuch dating rec 
fiſtance to nature's laws, - Then it is that they find 
fault with old tracks; and chis produces ſuch æriel 
ſchemers as Mr. Lacam, who will undertake im. 


5 poſſibilities, ſuch as Heiſting the entrance into great 
15 n Kc. cc. Q | 


1 Abbe Sir Philip, char n. never defore was OY 
frivolous and contemptible a reference made to 
i great council of the nation, as the petition of 
Mr. Benjamin Lacam. How it got there, I am a 
2 ſtranger to; but Jam convinced that the gentle? 
man who introduced it, having been miſſed him -- 
ſel, by the pompous diiplay of its importance, 
and the ſuppoſed injury done to the petitioner by the 
reſumption of the grant, came forward with the 
very beſt intentions. Deceived himſelf, he could 
not but deceive. He ſhouldhave been informed, that 
the Petitioner had appealed to Parliament, not for 
| a reſtoration to a legal right, for that was not in - l 
| fringed,” but to ſupport him in levying an ifrerm 
tax on a vaſt kingdom, in order to reimburſe bim 
ſelf monies, uſeleſsly expended in a ſcheme, that 
ng well-informed public body, or individual; has 
ever rightly underſtood, or leriouſſy, and in proper — 
- form, recommended or ſupported. Theſe, Sir 
Philip, are bold expreſſions, but they are welle 
ee erer -=_ of the work. I he ho, 
ä | — 


n I 10 addy ew err; , — > HA 495 > * 1 as = $i. * 
. - 0 . * * ; | 
* a p , 


and er 


derſtand the parliamentary omnipotence of the law- 


: ( 192 ) 
1 of P arliament,. has always boch, and t 
hope always will be, dear to an Engliſhman. L un- 


yers,as refering to the power of the three eſtates uni- 


ted, and not to one branch of the legiſlative power, 
in their repreſentative capacity. The firſt ſhall have 
my ſhixt, if they jointly think it for the good of the 
whole community, to paſs a law to ſtrip me naked; 
but from the other, I will withhold my applauſe, . 
wilt 1 conſider them as paſſing votes with empty 
benches 
a full alt of the remaining empire; or acting on 
as on the moſt artful miſinformation, Whether 
Mr. Lacam, in amuſing t the Houſe, by taking = 
their time in ſo baſeleſs an inveſtigation, or I, in 
bearing to the eye of truth, the nakedneſs of his 
claims to national ſupport, ſhall merit the moſt * 55 
0 plavie, it does not reſt with me to . 


„ which ſo materially affect the welfare of : 


e pernicious by party ſpirit, or ground 


"Y lam, Sir a 
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N.. rend LACAM, 


on THE 


* Subject of his ; Complain againſt — ner, 
addreſſed 1 to the i ar of =p India Stock. 


LY 


F you have bow injured by ü the government * 
IIBengal, and ſuffered in your private property, by _ 
their" reſumption or ſuſpenſion of a legal grant, 

which you ſay they had given you, for that part 
Fa the Ram of vor which include the place 
2 2 | wy which = 


(29 
which you denominate New Harbour, 1 think _ 
you extremely right to uſe every means in your 
power, to induce, or even to compel, the Pro- 
prietors and Directors of the Eaſt India Company, 
to do you juſtice. If juſtice is on your ſide, per- 
ſevere with ſpirit, and with moderation. Separate : 
your facts from your prejudices, and do not at- 


tempt to influence their paſfions, when your buſi- 


| neſs is to convince their underſtanding. Some of 
Four goed Lady's beſt friends lament extremely 
the violence of your prejudices againſt Governor 
General Haſtings ; they are apt to attribute it o 
the ſpirit of party; and 1 wiſh thar even that « ex- 
cuſe would juſtify your extravagance of expreſ- = 
Hon, and daringneſs of aſſertion, with reſpect to the 


perſonal conduct of Mr. Haſtings towards you. | 
As to your claims on the Company, 1 have ne- 
thing to do with them ; ; and ifin ſtating and ex- 


| plaining thoſe claims to the numerous individuals 
who compoſe that great body, you had avoided per- 


To ſonality with reſpe& to Mr, Haſtings, you would 20 


not have heard from me. The merits of a part of 
3 your family, all yeur acquaintance admit, and com- 


miſecrate; on the ſame ſcore I would ſacrifice 1 


great deal myſelf; but, as contrary to all advice, 


--" contrary to my ideas of truth, you, in your ſo- 


_ licitations to the Eaſt India Proprietors, mingle. 
a ach invective and perſonal abuſe, not only en 


the public, but the private conduct of Mr, Haſ- _ 


| tings, you mult excuſe me for attempting to prove. 


7s to 
BEL 


„ 


9 $3) 12 


td wem from your own Letters, that vou h bare 
not the leaſt foundation for one particle of your 


very impfoper aſſertions relative to that gentle | 
man: 


"= BELIEVE, Sir, that you had very little 
knowledge of Governor Haſtings before his 

arrival at Ben zal, to take charge of the go- 
vernment in 1772. At that time you w:s cloſely 


Connected with Doctor Hancock, whom I well 


7 remember, had a very high opinion of your in- 
tegrity and application to buſineſs: I know, and 
you will not deny, that he exerted his whole in- 

tereſt with Mr. Haſtings, not only to encourage 
and ſupport you in his public capacity, but to 

lend you money to carry on your chunam and 
other concerns, from his private purſe. All that 

Mr. Haſtings knew of you, on his firſt arrival, 

was, from the friendly reports of Mr. Hancock. 

How warm his ſupport, and how generous his aſ- 


ſiſtance to you, fot the firſt thirty months of his 


government, was too often repeated, and too 


ſtrongly impreſſed by your own frequent repeti- 
tion, on the minds of all the then inhabitants of 


Calcutta, for them to forget * Pity, Sir, very 


A great pity it is, for * our family and your friends, 


that you ſhould ever have ſuffered i it to be ſo to- 
| tally eraſed from your own mind, as to feel your- 
ſelf juſtified in traducing the charaQer of a gentle- 


_ to whoſe generoſity you-Owe. lo much, and 
- "HS, 22 2 to 


. (4) 


to whoſe forbearance you owe ſo much more. 
What I have further to ſay, ſhall be founded on 
your own Letters, which paſſed in a correſ- 
pondence I had with you on this very ſubject ſome 
years ago. I reſerved to myſelf a right to ſhew 
them to whom [I pleaſed at that time, in vindica- 
tion of Mr. Hancock's character, and I now print 
them in vindication of Mr. Haſtings, to obviate 


and remove from mens minds, the effects of your 


perſonal abuſe. At the ſame time, if you will go 
to the Chairman, and Deputy Chairman, of the 


Court of Directors, and declare to thoſe gentlemen, WR 

that you intend to purſue your claims on the 

Company as a matter of right, renouncing all pre- 9 95 
tended pleas of your having ſuffered in your pro- 


perty, from the perſonal pique, or private ſpleen 
of Mr. Haſtings towards you, 1 will ſuppreſs 


= this Letter : if not, I will diſtribute one to each 

of the Proprietors and Directors, and let them de- e 

termine on the merits of your claim, on the ſcore 

of pity for ill uſage ſrom Mr. Haſtings, which 1 1 

ED 3 think, fay, and will now — to * you | 
os have en ſtated. 5 


|; ill: very readily adit, that on OY change : 
of the government in the month of October, 199% 


you was on the moſt friendly terms of intimacy 


3 and cordiality with Doctor Hancock; and i in the 
= habit of ſpeaking 1 in the language of rapture and — 


de & the conduct of Mr. Haſtings towards ; 


(5) 


you. From your own publication it appears, that 

in April the following year, the Governor General 
joined in a Letter of recommendation of you to the 
Court of Directors. To this period all went well; 


and I think it was ſome time in the end of 1775, 
that Mr. Hancock died; ſoon after it came to be 
diſcovered, that his eftate was very inadequate to 
the payment of his debts; and on that circum- 
ſtance becoming the common ſubject of town con - 


verſation, it was, that General Clavering expreſſed 
” his ſurpriſe, that Mr. Hancock ſhould have died 


poor, becauſe Mr, Lacam had informed him, that | | 


| he(Lacam)had given Hancock a very conſiderable 


iy been real, and that the injuries you complain of 


ſum for his ſhare of a chunam contract. It was 
on this occaſion, that I wrote you a Letter, which 

was the commencement of a correſpondence, which 

1 ſhall now lay before you to prove, that the bene- 

| fits you have received from Mr. Haſtings, have 


are purely ideal, and the creatures of .- own | 
: imagination. | 


- Tux following ſeven Letters have i printed © 
verdatim from the copies of my Letters to you, 
| and * original anſwers to me, now in my b 
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ak VERY little time 3 8 death of Mr, 
« Hancock, I heard him fay, he had been ꝓnfor- 5 
= tunate in every tranſaction of buſineſs, i in which | 

<6 he had engaged ſince his laſt arrival in the 

60 country; that he had loſt the intereſt of his 
« money advanced in the chunam concern with _ 
66 you, and cloſed accounts with Huggins, For a 7 
"8 very ſmall premium © on 1 his an 


2 Some days ago, the aides of his having left 
* an inſolvent eſlate, was matter of converiation 
« where 1. was preſent: 13 gave the above anec- | 3 
date, as a reaſon for its being very likely, that + 
« he had loſt a good deal of money in attempting | 
44 at trade, and that his bonded debt could not be 
1 paid; when a gentleman preſent affirmed, that 
d that could not be the caſe, for that Mr. Lacam 
3 had told General Clavering, that he (Lacam) 
had given Mr. Hancock fifty thouſand rupees 
profit for bis balf ſhare of the chunam con-: 
3 tract. 


« Sucn an 1 aſſertion, I own, aggered x me, and 
4 J determined to ſuſpend my judgment until 3 
$ could learn from your own mouth, whether you gy 
WO had or r had not ſaid ſuch a thing. | TT 


„I 


C7) 

« ] y that your ſtay down the river is likely 
<*'to be for a conſiderable time, and being ſome- 
* thing impatient to know the truth of this. buſi- 
© neſs, you will oblige me very much by letting 
% me know, by the return of the bearer, whether 
or not, the ſums of money, you, at different 


IM « times, paid Mr. Hancock, for his ſhare in the 


* chunam concern, did, or did not, exceed his ori- 
« « ginal advances, and to what amount. 


40 © WHATEVER your preſent opinion may 'be of j 
= «© my late friend, it is not long ſince you told me 


ol « yourſelf, in the preſence of chat very worthy and 


good woman, Mrs. Lacam, that of all the hu- 


a ; 66 * man race, there was no one perſon to whom y ou 


if had been more obliged than to Doctor Hancock, | 
*in every point of view. 'F am ſure you will ex- 
cuſe the trouble I now give you, as the old 
« gentleman” s aſſertions during his life, was ſo di- 
272M « rely oppoſite | to that, ſaid to have been made 
FW by General Clavering. S 4 own myſelf extremely 
« intereſted 1 in having it cleared with my kind 


+ ae, to Mrs. Lacam. 55 


« 1 remain, Sir, 
« « Your moſt obedient Serva at; 


Feb. 16, EY Hs = 3  « RIC E. 
To Mr. Benjamin Lacam. ; 
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= I; HAVE cho foroured with your Letter, which 

1 received on my arrival yeſterday, but not being 

— very well, deferred anſwering it till this morning. 
in October, 1773, our joint contract books were 


balanced; it appeared, that $,56,000 current 
© Tupees had been diſburſed on the contract ac- 
count, and only 3,33,000 Arcot rupees returned. 
At this time, two veſſels were on the ſtocks, and = 
<« ſeveral ſmall floops then under. repair; and in 


< this ſtate, I was deſired by the gentlemen in the 


6 concern, to value the ſtock and block to that _ 


. time; 1 did ſo; and the gentlemen being of 
40 opinion, that in September, 1775, when the con- 


” * tract expired, there would be a very heavy. wa 
ce by the ſaid ſtock remaining on hand, deſired to 


40 know, if I would take the whole affair on my- 
40 ſelf, together with the riſk and penalty to the ex- 


9 piration of the term; and as my partners wiſhed : 
to bring the matter to an iſſue, I was equally | 


Lu « ready to make propoſals, which were in this 


CR. manner: That I would take the whole riſk on 


© myſelf, allowing I5 per cent. per annum, on the 


whole amount ſtock, to the expiration | of the 


| F contract, being for two years; which is, in other 
LU — 3⁰ Per cent. for the uſe of the ſtock, to 
l | 5 ce che 


4 the concluſion of the engagement, at which time 
| was to make my laſt payment both for prin- 
% cipal and premium: but this I only agreed to, 


$ when declared out of danger, from the illnefs 
«which 1 had been many months indiſpoſed with, 
& and at this time particularly; the propoſal being 
* afterwards accepted, the papers were brought 
me do ſign; I executed the bonds as a ſick man 
might do, without examining what I did: they 
7 « were drawn up by a gentleman fixed upon by = 
one of the party. Here all ended till Novem- 
* ber, 2774, when 1 had every reaſon to expect 
e the return of my old diſorder would have put a 
< period to my life, and calculating on my bed 
e one day, how matters would be left for my wis | 
1 « « dow, I found I had ſigned to a moſt ruinous 
engagement, for the 30 per cent. on the ſtock, „„ 
had been abſolutely entered into the bond, and 
J was then paying intereſt of IO per cent. on the 
premium of 30 per cent. then added to the prin - 
„ cipal, which makes 50 per cent. on the whole. 
— This I have given under my hand, in a Letter 
« to. the Governor General, in the time of Mr. 
Hancock, and this 1 have ſaid, but not 50,000 ; 
5 2 rupees proſit for one third of an expiring con- 
g tract; ſuch a declaration carries abſurdity in it- 
- fell. In ſhort, I had offered to ſell my ſhare at 
c 30 per cent. on the ſtock for two years; and by 
an error in making out the bonds, I have, and 
e am now paying 50 per cent. 


I call it an error, 
2 * but 


1 


2 diſburſements for the firſt three. years, but then 


„o) 

40 but whether it was or not, I am ſure my late 
_<, worthy and very dear friend had nothing to do 

| Hin ir 2 had J not been ſucceſsful in getting a 
gene wal of my contract for three years, I ſhould 
have ſuffered in the loſs of what I had been fif- 
teen years labouring for in this country. We 
e vere all ſufferers by the loſs of intereſt on the 


<4 we gained an intereſt on the monthly ſums paid 

for chunam. I cannot without much time and 
+ trouble, make out the calculation of the ſurplus, 

e in favour of the felling party, but you ſhall ſee 


4 ral terms, I believe it was true, that Mr. Han- 
« cock loſt by almoſt every engagement, after his 0 


L obſerved, that his being obliged to quit India ill 
* 1764, with ſeveral ourſtanding ſhips con- 
« cerns, ballances, &c. very materially affected his 
oY fortune; and ĩt has often been matter of ſur· 


all the papers when ever you pleaſe, In gene- 


« return to this country; but then it ſhould be en 


« prize to me, how he managed to wind up, md 


— clear his old concerns. We never were en- 


1 gaged but 1 in this contract: * offered him part 1 
K of New Harbour ſcheme; he accepted ; but =: 
44 terwards declined. We lived together near two 6 


years; and I now repeat again what you have ; 
heard me declare, that in every point of view, 
he was my beſt friend; that I revere, and ſhall 


7 honour his memory. The ſudden demand 


* of his bond debt, oo the 19th of June, together | : 


_ 2 


« 11 ') 


it with-that of another (gentleman; Who had 95 
46 poſited my bonds in his hands, occaſioned” a 
breach, but only for a few days, when 1 found 
it was not an act of his own. I owe' my life to 
© his Care and attention, and never met with a mat 
more capable of the ſincereſt triendſhip, which 
* had ever exiſted between us, till that unfortunate 
1 breach of the bonds b and now I am on the ſub- 
* ject, I cannot avoid mentioning to you, that 
„ Clarinda, his houſe-keeper, has lately aſſured a 
* friend of mine, that Mr. Hancock only directed 


his Sircar to bring me a bond that was due, to be 


* renewed ; and the fellow, inſtead of this; with all 
6 my bonds, preceded by another Sircar, with 
8 bonds due to a gentleman there, to the amount 


= 25,000 rupees, which, with the debt for 
« ſtock, were all preſented, with the very Unex- | 


— pected meſſage of © Rupee Moncta.“ I | = 
« dinner when they came, and alarmed at the event, 
vote to the gentleman for ſome days indul- 

N gence; this I ſent my ſervant on horſeback 


with, and the man returning without any an- 


= « ſwer, 5 applied to all my friends the ſame day, | 
W thereby raiſed a ſum equal to the demand, 
= carefully avoiding to mention the circumſtances, 8 


= | 5 except to three, from whom 1 expected c to ob- | 
6 tain caſh. . 


ts 8 <1; HAVE : been thus ciecumſtantial, in order to 
8 Jultify my late friends, as well as my own con- 
> duct, 


2 — 2 ly 1 - 
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n 


duct; and though it might be anſwered, that I 


<* ought not to have been ſo haſty on the occaſion, 
« yet when a man's credit is ſo deeply concerned, 
*I think him juſtifiable in taking every honourable 


method to preſerve it. I have this day paid the 
* laſt ſum for one of the ſhares of ſtock „and hope 
4 to- morrow to reduce my debt to my late part- 
ner, which was 61,000 rupees, to the ſum of 
< 15,000 rupees. 3 have only now to obſerve, 


« that it is better for a man to have very honeſt 


friends, or inveterate enemies; the one from re- 


« gard points out our faults, the latter from ſpleen. T 


me, ] eſteem yours, Sir, from the former, and thank 
A you for pointing out a matter which required an 
— explanation. Mrs. Lacam deſires t to return ber 5 
2 . z and Tremain, _ 1 


| T3 8 1 R. ie 
« + Your moſt obedient Servant, 5 
« * BENJAMIN LACAM. 


Fort Wann, 
Feb. 26th, — 


5 No. 
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CY 


Calcutta, 2 7th Feb. 1 776 


27 o Mr. BENJAMIN LACAM. 


«SIR, 


66 1 HAVE al over with attention your anſwer 
0 to my Letter of the 16th inſtant, relative to Mr. 
Hancock, and though by it you acquit my late 
40 *« worthy friend of every kind of i intention to harm 
« or injure you, ſtill the general opinion which has 
taken place in conſequence of your aſſertions, 
« that Mr. Hancock had directly, or indirectly, * 
« ceived from you 50,000 rupees, as an equiva». 

=. lent for his ſhare in the chunam contract, re- 

+ mains the ſame, 


* 1 HAVE been at the pains to examine the old ; 

— gentleman' s private books, as well as the joint 

Z concern books for the chunam contract, and to : 

” « compare both with your Letter to me, and find 

E that they do not agree in one fingle point. bu 

1 and I, Sir, ſet out on the ſame foundation, and 
agree to a tittle, that our late worthy friend was 
<« what Pope calls the nobleſt work of God, an 
| & honeſt man. This being the caſe, let us Join 
« < heartl]y to remove, as much as. in us lies, every 


bo * 5 


ee we. - 


6490 


10 report which _ to reflect the kaft diſcred t 
on his 3 


Ir appears then by the joint concern books, 
« 25 well as by his own private books, that he re- 
<« ceived at one time, as his ſhare of the prbfit, 

current rupees 51 65 6 43 and at the cloſing the 
« concern books in 1 772, it appeared. that on 
« * the ſtock being valued at certain rates, ſpecified 5 
* in the balance ſheer of the concern, and allowed 
= « by all parties, chat Mr. Hancock's ſhare of the 
> concern, as ic then ſtood, was worth 2 3,202 2 11. 


In this ſtate matters ſtood when you agreed =: 


4 © take the whole concern on yourſelf, and pay = - 


< this balance, the ſum of 24,152 12 3- In Octo- 


; 4 ber, 177 3» for this ſum you gave a common in- NE 
60 « tereſt bond at ten per cent. for the money. There 


+. is not the leaſt trace of any other agreement 8 


«no 15 per cent. per annum; no 30 per cent. in 
4 two years 3 no compound intereſt on principal 85 


< and premium; no debt of 61,000 rupees; no 


=. intricacy; no perplexity ; 3 all i is > Clear and fairly FE 
6 "On and ſtands thus : as 8 


co Ma. e 8 intereſt in the "ROE and dead i, 


« « ſtock of the chunam concern with Benjamin La- 

44 cam, is, by both parties, allowed to be worth 
« « 23,202 2 11, They mutually agreed, that 
Hancock reſigning to Lacam all. pretentions to 

* forure incereſt in this concern, that Lacam 


46 : hal 


613905 
<« ſhall give to Hancock his intereſt band, O&o-' 
2 1773 for the ſum of current rupeee 24,132 
13 3 bearing an intereſt of 10 per cent. The 
% reaſon why the bond was given for 930 10 4, 
© more than the value of Hancock's ſhare of the 
* n ſtock, I have not been able to diſcover... 


2 "i « You were friends when you became joint 

« « adyenturers in this concern, continued friends 
during the whole time you carried it on jointly, 
2 and cloſed the partnerſhip in amity, having 


"= 40 equally ſhared the very ſmall profits which aroſe, 


Hancock was afraid to go on, ſo withdrew from 


IM it; you had a detter opinion of it; obtained a 
4 renewal of the contract (as I think you de. 


ce ſerved) and I hope | it will terminate to Your ad- 
2 vantage. 


« 1 inveſtigating this Supe ati viz. 

« What did you give Mr. H for his ſhare of 
« the contract ? All foreign matter is out of the 
« „ queſtion; ; we have nothing to do with the old 


1 « man's circumſtances, before, at the img, or 
Mm « ſince his engagements with you; nor is there 


* any occaſion to mention the cauſe of your un- 
* lycky diſpute about the demand made on you, 
for payment of the bonds: you are convinced 
he was innocent, and lament extremely that the 
« haſtineſs of your temper ſhould have driven you 
— to . your friend ſo unjuſtly: * 


tn) 


<« you for it, being ſure you will proceed one lep ” 
further, and authoriſe me to ſay, that the above 
<« js the real ſtate of the caſe, relative to the con- 
< cern our late worthy friend had in the chunam 


tract, and the only benefit which accrued to him 


4 on transfering his ſhare in it to you, or produce 
© ſome incontrovertible and undeniable oe o 


"= SN 


« 1 am, Sir, 5 


E * Your moſt obedient Servant, - 4 
5 * JOSEPH | PRICE.” ” 


= W.. 
«8; 1 n, 


« | Your Letter of 8 2 inſtant, 1 m ; 
6 « this morning, As the aſſertions in my firſt Letter 


| © are doubted, which appears by your laft, I ther- 
fore, ſhall not trouble myſelf any further to 
5 convince you, chat what 1 had there related . 


8 

3 ; len Si, 3 5 

1 New Harbour, « Tour moſt obedient ie Ts 
Feb. 28, 1776. E « BENJAMIN LACAM. th 


To Mr. Puree. cs oF 


e « whoſe loſs [ ſo much lament. 


4 


En) 
No V. | 


To Mr. BENJAMIN LACAM: 


hs «812, 


1 1 HAVE been favoured with your letter of the 
* 29th paſt, from New Harbour, and am ſorry 


& to be obliged to tell you, that your letter to me 
+... of the 20th ult. contains ſome aſſertions injuri- 
r ous to the memory of my late friend; Mr. Han- 


E cock. 1 now call upon you to prove the em, 
5 1 which, if you do not, I ſhall think myſelf at li- 
2 berty to publiſh the whole of our correſpondence 


& on this ſubject, in vindication of the honour of a 


4. man, whom, living, | i fo much eſteemed, and . 


Calcutta, ol 1 am, Sir, 
March 1, 1776. 5 Your moſt obedient Servant; 
© * JOSEPH PRICE,” 


ve | 


& Ti HAVE eveived your iner of the iſt inſtant, 5 
10 and am to deſire you will lock on my letter of 
ee the 28th of February, as a final anſwer, being 
determined to have no altercation, nor correſ- 

33 wich you. The late Doctor Hancock's 

b b e character, 


(18) 


character requires no juſtification, to men of go 


- E * 1 Li 7 


-« neious minds. 50 


. *&7? l 3: 


T P am, Sir, 


New Harbour, Jour moſt obedient Servant, 

March 2, 1776. =* BENJAMIN LACAM.” 

70 Mr. J. Price, 5 
Calcutta. FN a 


No. vit. 


To 0 Mr. . BEN JA AMIN LACAM. 
35 „S1, 


35 6 Youn favour of the 2d. was $ left at my houſe 
« © this morning. 1; am ſorry to find by i it, that you 


3 loſe your temper. When I had the pleaſure to 


« ſee you laſt, it was at my own houſe : you pro- = 
n poſed to dine with me, and did: Whilſt you 
« ſtaid, you ſaid as many kind things to me, as it 


„ 0 been cuſtomary with you ever to do, and =. 
« parting, preſſed me much to come to your New 
1 Harbour. Since that, I have written you two : 
or three civil letters, relative to the character of 


< qur late friend : Now you will not hold further 
"= correſpondence with me. Alas, Sir, | fear all | Is not 5 
E right within: You have no cauſe of anger to me: 


« It is the internal monitor that is troubleſome. 1 = 


2 vor with you entirely, that with men of gene- 


& rous. 


© 19) 


, Swi 


ec rous miädz, our friend's character wants no vin- 
0 dication z and you will agree with me that it has 
« happened, that men of the moſt ſpotleſs charac- 


* ter when alive, have been, when dead, by. vile 
« ſlander, and the moſt infamous ingratitude, 
be * greatly injured. _ 


40 Trex : are people in Calcutta, who affirm to 
— have heard you declare, that you gave 50,000 
-— i rupees to Mr. Hancock, for his ſhare of the con- 
* tract. You have given it under your hand to 
40 me, that you are paying, by ſome unintelligible ; 
0 means, 50 per cent. for the money Mr. Han- 
* cock's ſhare of the contract coſt you. Both theſe 
"6 aſſertions are injurious to the character of the old 
5 « man, now no longer able to anſwer for himſelf, Ay 
_ <1] call upon you to gainſay the firſt, and to ex- 
plain the laſt, and you anſwer, you will have no 
7M altercation with me. Here then, Sir, the correſ- 
4 pondence muſt end; but I ſhall moſt certainly | 
e take the liberty to ſhew i it to any man, who, = 
4 future, ſhall hear ay, that you gave more for CE 
_« Mr. Hancock's ſhare of the contract, than ſim- 5 
a ply the ſum that you had yourſelf valued j it at in 
the joint concern books, which being a ſimple 
tranſaction in * the obligation was mutual 


60 and reciprocal. 


Calcutta, — Tam, Sir, 


_ March d, 1776. « Yourmoſt obedient Servant, 


« JOSEPH PRICE.” 


bb Such, 


ney which you owed to Mr. Haſtings, has not been 


2 


Soch, Sir, are the letters which paſſed between 
us. In your anſwer to my firſt, you acknowledge 
that you was to blame, to have ſuffered yourſelf 
to be ſo much alarmed on the preſentation of the 
bonds; that the Sircar, inſtead of aſking for a new 
bond, in exchange for one that was become due, 
had preſented all your bonds; not only thoſe of 
Dr. Hancock, but alſo that of another gentleman, = 
- (Mr. Haſtings,) and in the Moors language ſaid, 


] want the money:“ This dreadful ſound * 5 


ed you ſo much, that without hearing from, or 
ſeeing your friend on the ſubject, you thought : 
your credit ſo much hurt by a demand for money, 
that by your own account, was molt of it not yet 
due, that you flew from the ſuppoſed dunning of 
your old and moſt fincere friends, Mr. Haſtings 


and Dr. Hancock, for relief, to the aſſiſtance of . 


General Clayering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. 
Francis; for thoſe were the three gentlemen, from 5 
uubbem you expected to obtain caſh. What were the 


arguments which you uſed with three gentlemen =» 
quite new in the country, to induce them 10 lend 
you caſh to pay money, not yet due to your old & 


friends? I do not know whether you obtained a. 
loan from them, or not; but I know that- the mo · 


_ paid to this hour; though from that moment com 


menced your extreme diſlike to him, notwithſtand- 

ing you were made to know, that Mr. Hancock?s 
SBircar had acted contrary to his maſter's orders, 
1 d the Saas and that Mr. Haſtings 

| © 


CE, © 
knew 2 no more of the matter chan the de 


moon: But the moment was favourable to every 
denomination cf men, who were inclined to aſ. 
perſe the character of Mr. Haſtings. Mr. Francis 
has now time to look back, and recall to his mind, 
who were the men that firſt obtained the confidence 
ol himſelf and his colleagues, on their arrival at 
Calcutta. He can at this time better judge of their 


. motives, and will, no doubt, (at leaſt in his own 


mind,) give each individual due credit, for the 


information they brought. I ' can only aſſure him, 


that whatever you might have ſaid to him, on the 


L ſubject of Mr. Hancock's, or Mr. Haſtings', in- 8 


tentions to diſtreſs you by ſending the bonds, is 


— groundleſs : The firſt you have yourſelf acquitted 


I of any ſuch intention, and the laſt abſolutely at that 


— fre knew nothing of the matter. 


Tux fodder demand of money PINS you, ER 


pened, as you lay, on the 17th of June 177 5 ;\the 


alarm, you own, was in your own fears, and not 


at all intentional in your friend. Gentlemen, to 
whom whom you was a ſtranger, ſtood forward to 


0 aſſiſt you, and you raiſed a ſum equal to the de- 1 


8 Let on the 20th of February, in the fol- | - 
3 lowing year, in your aniwer to my Firſt Letter, vou 


ſay, I have this day paid the laſt ſhare of ſtock, 


rand hope to-morrow to reduce my debt to my 


r late partner, which was 61,000 rupees, to the TER 


n ſum of 15,000.” Whether this ever happened, 
Tae not: bor certain it is, your debt ro Mr. 
„ n „ F 


0 22) 
Haſtings continued: fo that if ow did, i as 
month of June the preceding year, raiſe among your 
friends, money to ſatisfy the demand, you could 
not mean the demands of Mr. Haſtings, for no de- 
mand was made with his knowledge, at the time 
vou mentioned; nor has it been paid ſince. At the 
time of our correſpondence, in February 1776, 
more than eight r months had elapſed, ſince the ac- 
cidental preſentment of the bonds in the preceding 
Iune. Mr. Hancock had died inſolyent, and I 
5 ſuppoſe his executors might have preſſed you cloſe, $2 
to diſcharge your obligations to his eſtate; but 
| how could Mr. Haſtings help that? If, in this 
— ſpace of time, his own bond had been preſented for 
payment, you either would not, or could not, — 
it off. And I need not put you in mind, how | many n 
ttmes, and to how many people, you declared, 
between the month of June 1775» and the month | 
of October 1776, that all your diſtreſſe and diffi- 
culties, had abſolutely ariſen from the dunnings of 
Meſſrs. Hancock and Haſtings, which had reduced 
you to a ſtate of inſolvency; and this at a time, 8 
when you knew that there exiſted in the town let- 
ters of your own, fully confeſſing the whole to have 
ariſen from the miſtakes of a Sircar, and your own 1 
fears. So much I. think neceſſary to ſay, of the 
original foundation of your complaint againſt Mr. 
Haſlings's intention to ruin you, to gratify ſome 
private reſentment, which you could never yet 
prove to have exiſted prior to October 1776. At 
that Period you change the mode of attack, and 


SIS eee e Aer ſuppoſe 


( 23 ) 
ſuppoſe him actuated by his ſpleen only, to ſeek 


your deſtruction in his official capacity ; and boldly 
declare in your printed caſe, that your bankruptcy 


from this Cauſe and no other. 


Lew us, Sir, examine this aſſertion of yours, 


- the ſame candour that we have done the 
Your right to the place you call New Har- 
 bour, is entirely out of the queſtion, nor have I to 
do here, with the utility or inutility of your plan, 
3 it relates to the introduction of ſhips, ſnows, 
brigs, bilanders, loops, or any kind of veſſels, na- 
vigating the Bay of Bengal, or any other part of: 
the world. Your grant, I believe, gave you toll 
= permiſſion to tax all ſach, at the rate of 100 rupees : 
for thoſe of three maſts, 50 rupees for thoſe of 


other. 


| two maſts, and 10 rupees for thoſe of one maſt, 


| whether coming from, or going to ſea, but ſtop · 
ping in their way two tides, to draw benefit from 
lying at, or paſſing through, New Harbour. This, 

_—_ believe, you will admit to have been your own” 
original idea, and always the intention of the go- 
voernment, in giving you t che grant, and no o other. £76 


Wet. 1. 


125 liens. it was prior to the arrival of the gentlemen 
who, formed the new. government. Be that as it 


= may, you v will admit, that from their firſt arrival 


a curta, inORober 0774s" ro the recall of the 


loge Stant, 


was brought on by the repeal of the grant for New 
Harbour; and conclude with the expreſſive words, 


10 not Anon when the grant paſſed, but be⸗ | 


: 4 24 ) 
| grant, in October 1776. you had every affiſtance 
that government could give you. If not, Mr, Hal- 


tings could not be to blame, as he was that whole 
dme in the minority. Yet in that whole time, I 
never heard of one ſingle veſſel, in which you was 
not concerned yourſelf, that ever went there. As 
Governor, he neither could, nor did, attempt to | 
oppoſe your ſucceſs, As a gentleman, to whom 
you owed money during that whole time; and to 
this hour, I have proved from your own Letters, 


35 - that he did not diſtreſs you, or even know of the e 
accident which you faid diſtreſſed vou. If you 1 


back again to that unjuſtifiable aſſertion, that your 
bankruptcy was brought on by his preſſing you for 
a private debt, during the government of General 


Clavering, Col. Monſon, and Mr. Francis, whe 5 
will become of your printed reaſon, that your bank- 


ruptey was brought on by the reſumption of the 
| rune. and from that cauſe and 1 other £ 


"Yan, Sir, to o preſs you on the ſubject oe 


New Harbour, whether it was an attempt of pub- 
lic utility or not; ſettle that with the Company. I 
have only to prove, that by the reſumption « or ſuf- i 


penſion of the grant, the advantages which vou 4 
5 Propoſed to have drawn from loading, unloading, | 
_ carcening, or repairing veſſels, navigating the ſeas, 


neither was intended to be affected, or ever was af- 

fected, by ſuch reſumption or ſuſpenſion. A long 
courſe of time had elapſed ſince the grant had been 

| _ You had uſed * means in your power, 

no 


1 


to draw the attention of the tate, of ahi ompany; 
and of individuals, to adopt your ideas, of — 2 
ule of New Harbour, as ſafe, commoqious, and 
convenient. To aſſiſt you to bring this to perfec- 
tion, Mr. Haſtings gave yougreat aſſiſtance as Go- 
vernor, and as a private gentleman, prior to Otto- 
ber 1774- From that period, the new govern- 
ment continued the ſame aſſiſtance, and the ſame 
favour, until the death of Col. Monſon. What 
ſucceſs all this patronage produced, you beſt know. 
1 ſhall oaly tell you on what Nn che grant FE 
was ſuſpended. ” 


 Duxine the * of the grant, l 3 


were the complaints which had been made, both 


5 by Europeans and country people, to government. 


| that under the ſanction of the grant, you had levied 


a duty on country boats navigating the freſh water 


= rivers, not only with merchandize, but ſuch as were 5 


going to C alcutta with rice, wood, and other neceſ- 3 


ſiaries of life. This, I ſuppoſe, never was intended . 


by the grant: but you inſiſted on it that they were b 
one maſt veſſels, and that you had a right to tax 


7» them: but this right 1 ſhall not diſpute ; 1 only 


g mention it as the real and true cauſe of the taking „ 


. away the grant; 3 and that it had no more to do with 8 


1 original intention of granting you the lands 
ſurrounding. New Harbour, than the preventing 
you from collecting a duty on boats ring the 


5 river Thares, would have had. 


I government had a right to give you a 2 — 
they allo had a e to prevent, by any miſcon- 


wy 


C7 


02863 


end don of the terms of t the grant;;ybor'doiog in- 


jury to other individuals, depending for protection 


om the ſame government. And Lam convinced, 
that they neither intended to ĩmpede your pro- 
ceedings at New Harbour, nor has it had that effeck, 
for when ever one, two, or three maſt veſſels, ſnall 
goto New Harbour, yo my 2 6 the duties * 
you pleaſe, X 


Earry in 1777, 4 female friend of your e 5 


b . wiſhed to know if Mr. Haſtings would ſet the ex- 


ample, in being the firſt to ſign your letter of li- 


0 cence; [becauſe the ſaid, you- had told her, that 
your ſcheme of New. Harbour had failed, and you 
| wanted time to recover your affairs, By her defire, 
8 2 note was written to the Governor on the ſubject, 
and his anſwer to that note, was ſent by the lady 5 
to you. Never did I fee ſo humane, ſo temperate, T7 
and ſo difintereſted a production. Very poſſibly 
you may have the letter now in your poſſeſſion; ; 
for the lady never had it in her power to return it 
to the owner, after ſhe ſent it to you. The truth 
— the matter is, you could not fix oa the Governor 1 
the leaſt intention to diſtreſs you. He renounced 1 
the idea in the ſtrongeſt terms, and every b body 3 
lie ved him: but he refuſed any connection or in- 
5 tercourſe with a man, who had for near two years, 
| thatis from June 1775, to March 1777, (which I 
think was the month 1 in which the lady interpoſed,) 
tald every man, woman, and almoſt child, in the 
ſettlement, that Mr. __ * been 3 
frking his _- 7-95-0760 


Fron ; 


. jhhs Herehgs 
of your complaint. No moft was it iaid that 
Mefirs. Hancock and Haſtings, had; by their im- 
Potrtunities, forced you into a banktruptey; for 
though you had ſo long ſaid it about to wn, it ap- 
Pears from your own letters, that you did not your- 
ſelf believe it. But you thought ſomething neceſ. 
fary to be ſaid to your e and you attribute 
your ruin to the withdrawing of the grant for New | 
Harbour. It may be ſo: And 1 hope for the ſake 
of your family, and your creditors, that you will 
be able to prove, that the government of Bengal 
did bring on your ruin, by a violent and illegal 
ſuſpenſion, or reſumption, of your grant in 1776. 
My buſineſs is to convince the Proprietors, that 
Governor Haſtings had no private reſentment to 
gratify in what he has done. If at Bengal, you 
found means for near two years rogether, to per- 
ſuade many perſons to believe, that your ruin ori- 
ginated from the impatience of your former friends; 
how eaſy will it be for a man of your temper, to : 
perſuade many of the Proprietors, that your — ” 
originated from the ſuſpenſion of the grant for 
New Harbour. Few of thoſe gentlemen read the 
' manuſcript accounts, tranſmitted of their affairs 
from India. They often truſt to newſpaper ac 
counts, and to the private information of indivi- 
duals. Many of them have heard, and ſome of 
them believe, that Governor Haſtings has ruined 
their affairs; that he has accumulated half a million 
of money for hig own yes 5 that he, and he alone, 


has 
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- Carnatic war; with fifty other ſtories, and all 
proved in the ſame manner, as you have proved 
| that he cauſed your ruin, firſt oy ** and chen 
by public oppreſſion. 5 


 publi 


( 26 
che cauſe of the NMahratta war, and the 


Iriasr correſpond with you, in 1 to check 


your ungenerous reports, which tended to impeach 5 
the character of a dead man; and he, whilſt liv- 


ing, the beſt friend you ever had. I write you 

nao to put you in mind, that you ſhall not impoſe 
901 the credulity of individuals, 1 in your fallacious 
ſtories of Governor FHaſtings' 8 intention to ruin : 
pon by the reſumption of the grant. If you can 
give one ſingle proof, that Mr. Haſtings, either 

privately or publicly, took one ſtep. to impede or 
jure your affairs, before the reſumption of the 
grant, and that you was not actually i in a ſtate of 
$1 bankruptcy, long before the reſumption took place, =" i 

doi it publicly. and leave off the bad habit of R 


ing the ears of individual Proprietors, 


8 and the private character of a gentleman on the 

| other fide the world, only becauſe he has once 
1 been your friend, and never ſtooped to be your 
This will be ſent for your per and the = 


cation IN n, on yourſelf, | 
65. 1 am, „ 
Tour humble Servant, 
JOSEPH PRICE. 


| London, ——— 
Feb 16, 19s. . 
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